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Welcome to the 
latest edition of 

our WDA 
newsletters. 

 
     5 June 2025 

 
WILTSHIRE NEWS 

 
Hi everyone, 
 
Another bumper edition covering our usual topics – news, reports, events, training 
opportunities, resources, offers and dyslexia stories. 
 
The much-anticipated documentary made by Jamie Oliver - Jamie's Dyslexia Revolution - 
will be broadcast on Monday evening on Channel 4 at 9pm.  Please see details on pages 
12 and 13. (Jamie is also mentioned on page 9.) 
 
We’re looking forward to holding a celebratory event in July at County Hall when the latest 
group of schools who have completed their dyslexia friendly training will receive their 
Quality Mark certificates from the BDA.  SSENS are sending out the invitations to all the 
schools involved and individuals.  Many of the schools are listed here:  Dyslexia Friendly 
Quality Mark Holders - Schools - British Dyslexia Association 
 
I’m wondering if anyone can help us, please . . . we would like to put together a display 
with words of encouragement from dyslexic adults in Wiltshire, for our dyslexic learners in 
schools.  
 
The suggestion is that in one paragraph, what words of encouragement or advice would 
you give to a young dyslexic learner in Wiltshire? 
 
Contributions would be hugely appreciated – and could be displayed anonymously if 
wished.  Please send to me – Caroline Fowke at caroline.fowke@btinternet.com 
 
A big thank you to our members who attended our recent AGM.  We welcomed quite a 
few members including two new members – Dawn Crowle and Toria Thomas.   
 
I thank Toria for kindly offering to assist with WDA admin/secretarial work.  Toria is taking 
over the responsibility of our Facebook page, setting up Instagram, and will be dealing with 
any updates on our new website – more news to follow! 
 
During the AGM I briefly commented on the reports I had circulated previously. 
 
A discussion followed which was led by Alison Szalay who reported on the Dyslexia Friendly 
Schools programme.  The second group of schools have now completed their training (a 2-
year process) and are undergoing their verification visits.  It is hoped that an additional 14 
schools will qualify for the quality mark by October. 
 
Alison also reported on her involvement with Jamie Oliver’s dyslexia campaign.  She had 
been approached by Jamie Oliver a year ago and recently met him at the meeting at 
Westminster where they were filmed talking about the proposed free Universal Screener 
which is about to be piloted by two schools in Wiltshire. 

 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/dyslexia-friendly-awards/dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark-awards/dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark-holders-schools
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/dyslexia-friendly-awards/dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark-awards/dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark-holders-schools
mailto:caroline.fowke@btinternet.com
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Helen Ross spoke about her new role as a lecturer at Birmingham University and her first 
book, ten copies of which will be donated to Wiltshire libraries shortly. 
 
Toria Thomas reported on completing her AMBDA course in July to become an assessor.   
 
Dawn Crowle talked about her daughter and the 
reason for writing a book ‘Sophie’s Superpower’ 
which was published by SEN Books and launched 
in May.  I had the pleasure of attending the event 
in Chippenham.  Copies will be available to 
borrow from Wiltshire libraries as soon as they have 
been catalogued.   
 

Arran Smith, SEN Books 
Rhiannon Jones – Illustrator 

Dawn Crowle - Author 
Upcoming events: 
 
Thursday 17 July – next WDA committee meeting. 
 
Following a very successful half day AT Workshop for teachers which was funded by the 
WDA recently, we are delighted to support further training.  I have booked the Assembly 
Room at the Town Hall in Devizes for two full day events for teachers on  
20 November 2025 and 21 May 2026.  These conferences will focus on dyslexia friendly 
teaching and details will be available to schools on Right Choice.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The WDA has been paid £17.96 by easyfundraising, with thanks to our amazing supporters 
who raise free funds for us when shopping online.  
 
If you're not signed up yet, please do join and you can raise free donations for the WDA 
every time you shop online. All the big names like John Lewis & Partners, Argos, eBay and 
many more are ready to make a free donation at no extra cost to you.   
 
Plus, if you sign up, we could win a £500 donation: 
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wiltshiredyslexia/0XRQZC/c2s/ZdU7Z020/CE941/facebook/ 
 
I hope the following pages will be of interest and helpful. 
 

Caroline Fowke    

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/wiltshiredyslexia/0XRQZC/c2s/ZdU7Z020/CE941/facebook/
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Moving Up in School Webinar - YouTube 
 
Wiltshire Council invited parent carers of children and young people with SEND to join 
a free online webinar in May about supporting parent carers to help their children 
through times of change.  
  
This webinar discussed useful advice and support to help prepare children and young 
people to move up in school.  
 
Useful resources and information available on our Local Offer as well as other websites 
with great content and support:  
 
Local Offer: https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/  

Primary (5 to 11): https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/a...  

Secondary (11 to 16): https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/a...  

Preparing for adulthood (16+): https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/a...  

Transitions, 16+: https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/a...  

growing_up_and_moving_on_guide: https://localoffer.wiltshire.gov.uk/m...  

Starting primary school - BBC Parents' Toolkit - BBC Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups...  

Tiny Happy People - Activities: https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-peop...  

Home - Starting Reception: https://startingreception.co.uk/  

Family hubs: https://spurgeons.org/how-we-help/fam...  

All Together Wiltshire: https://wiltshiretogether.org.uk/allt...  

Family and Community Learning (FaCL): https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-an...  

Dingley's promise: https://rightchoice.wiltshire.gov.uk/... 

 
 

SEND Newsletter May 2025 including this news and resource: 
 
Do you feel your child or young person might need extra help at 
school?  
 
This new video explains how to work with your child’s school to build a strong support 
system, ensuring they get the help they need. Learn about the different types of support 
available in all education settings.  
 
For more information, visit the Wiltshire Council Local Offer and explore the Support in 
School pages. 
 
Watch the video 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqazNwQXhHeVlRM05CQXR2R2ZHUEx1RmR5ckZsd3xBQ3Jtc0tsNkI0SDlSWkFBS2pRV2RleGZXMDN3UUMxNHI3X0c0ZHpIV1Q4d0JYY2x6QkNYUjdFNmM4VzRucXJUdUV2V25lNmF4Mzlkcnc5MUNSLXBNaGs3TF9WVmc1aG9Ka0l4RGdjWElfakRtcWhOemdOUGxlMA&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2F&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbUp0OGZXTTRQN21ZUUxaN2piZTZYM0NoT1A1Z3xBQ3Jtc0ttVjBsVDNBZVlqTFFsaVpoZjItNll4UXExQ3AtN25tNThUZTZYc0x2NjJBakVlYmFtVkJYanlNRzZNRC10SENVRUJmZmV2Q0MxUVNCbkxTZXFTTm1mYm1VYjFJMndvVWM1LTJoVTg0Vkd3Sm92TFhxaw&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F4422%2FPrimary-5-to-11&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbTNfTW5aNE4zWGV4RFNpMVotM1BlOTZEUWFwQXxBQ3Jtc0ttQlcxdWhLc3VEQkR0NTNmOFdLb2hjZk1YUllHYW5MaG9xY0k4cHl4cXVGZmxmNlZ4WG1qTGRWTXptOTRDU09UX0xxUEt2b1FoV2V0RXZWajJGb2I1ZmRnRU9ScHRWYTNJVEg5SThhWHVxajMwTHF0UQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F4303%2FSecondary-11-to-16&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbkREdTY2aVhXUGFxbFVvWjlfOC1XWDdYVHhrZ3xBQ3Jtc0ttQ0FyQ3NDS2djRnV0ekcxVkF5VzBSY3h5Nk1wUDZZVEc2YU1mMHBZd1U3cjYtZ2Y2cV9GZUFjQU5HSzJCMHhvMk0xNUtBQnFhejh2TzhMZ1h6TTZrTkw2UXRHRmRsMzF5cWpCOUxtazN6a2xkX2QtZw&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F4304%2FPreparing-for-adulthood-16&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbF9yY0VCbWJVQ1RFX2k5Z3JBUTc5a24yODkwUXxBQ3Jtc0trOUl2ZVhfcngyakllTk0wTDltYk80SXktMjFnWDdoQksxTk51V1dqNnpWUV9raTd2WXJaa3dWMHZ4V254WVpaWFlxY0tlS1pQZzdWaXU3RHFPb1ZpMTN5UFR0X0tHR2gxaWh3bS15UTBrTUlVcDE3cw&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F4554%2FTransitions-16&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqblNmX2Q2c1pUNG9NYjlnVk9LeHU4Y2pKM0NyZ3xBQ3Jtc0tsWEFjT2cyOGFwUVVTMjhMZnd5eV94R0RWVFdGX1lVX1M0dGVDQzhVTXd0M3g3UDRwUk1ZTlBDQlhaNXBtdzFZLU9iTk1yTU5jb0V5TnBEeDNzN1lIcG9zNXdPMmk0ZGhDdm5EZVVmOThWVjRVNENmQQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Flocaloffer.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F8664%2FGrowing-up-and-moving-on-booklet%2Fpdf%2Fgrowing_up_and_moving_on_guide_ONLINE_101022_Final.pdf%3Fm%3D1682508163020&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups...
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa1JwQ2xXOFVQNnpDRG90SE1UTjBLdFJucWZ5UXxBQ3Jtc0tsOWx6azVncXcwU1dNdnJXRWphQTZBckttODBrZ1Q2LVNWdVdOczdJaWM2bm5UcndLVWlndnVsM0FhZHNmaHZHc2ItS19sMjVnM2U1ZENJSm5DX1hwdmVVbXo5VGtCdld6MXZtcVl0TDNQWGoxQS1GOA&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Ftiny-happy-people%2Factivities&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbV9Tb2cwdnFNbEJQR3JpZmttVTQycy01NUlxUXxBQ3Jtc0ttUm1Na0hucjYyYktzd2R5OVFoTk1EWHRodXZhUWRsaUNQNy1OMVNXeTBZSlJhaWZMa2lPT0lldG1sWUVJTzZ3WlJkZ0pnQTdNNFVfenJsS0U2VnNlZW54eWJDY2Y5TkZ5QU1nOGtuTFp4a1VCckZ1UQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fstartingreception.co.uk%2F&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbG5aSzEzNGtKTU1GNU9DZ28wc2VONmZXOGtfZ3xBQ3Jtc0ttb1pGczJDWU5qbXJNMFI2RFdVdnhQcjkzYXZUQVBkdnlZU2xGRk0xM0JqeEc2d21VcHBJS0pldW8zUk8wUnBRbEhnOXdDME56cE9fQVJ5TUxDMWZleWhzb3d3eS1CZldlOGhjUVhzb3MzREx5RHU2TQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fspurgeons.org%2Fhow-we-help%2Ffamily-life%2Fearly-years-and-family-support%2Ffamily-hub-wiltshire-council%2F&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbHZzY2Zad0g5Zjg1enFiVjNWSml0aEtaMEJlUXxBQ3Jtc0trdHo2UzVHMDgyR1RlSXo0VXUwX3pCUHFwTHFQRGw4OVpYazNaRDNOYnhBNG5JSDFvT1VxRFFrb2EyRWh6Skx4cUVWcG93a3ZRZDNXNk9EaC0xelB3ZUVMd2Z2VGZ2N2NibXdWZnh2Z1hNT3dMam1YVQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwiltshiretogether.org.uk%2Falltogether&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbGR3QlJtYml1dXMtZ0d2Q0h2dlc0bjk0Y1FKQXxBQ3Jtc0tsLTJ5SXByNXA2WFZ2ekUwYlhjWW4xWUM1WGFGMGtWS1pJbmMzUW9rT1k1MS1wSmNOZ2FUZkx1dVpmRDlJaE5oV1Y0TF93bzNfVmlqX0dVZHBBNk9LclF4c25yLTh1WUdldXk3Z2dTeHNwTmtCblF3Yw&q=https%3A%2F%2Fworkwiltshire.co.uk%2Ffamily-and-community-learning%2F&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbkpBaGZzelJ4U3ZLYXdwWUQ1VllrS0hTeS1HZ3xBQ3Jtc0ttODZGZjRWTjlWUkUwanVFRXZhX19Uc2gwbjZZdjZCSTlCRWtuUUdyZFVMeGdjOVNjY0ZKa0xGSGFWNC1jVm9MVmNkYTc2OUkzR0hnQ1dvQzNvaVFROHJleGRubUFKMGJ0OGQ5YW53c2lkN1lFTjRiNA&q=https%3A%2F%2Frightchoice.wiltshire.gov.uk%2FPage%2F27219&v=ImnDV5x-J7k
https://mailchi.mp/e2e27148cc01/latest-news-and-advice-on-send-5019613?e=2437143fa7
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=a6d838ed14&e=bbfc5cb4e7
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=a6bbc91fe7&e=bbfc5cb4e7
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Caroline writes:   
I was pleased to attend their 10th anniversary event in Melksham on 15th May.   
Here are highlights from their latest annual report, and volunteer opportunities. 
 

 
North & West Wiltshire - Annual Review - October 2023/September 2024 
 
Around 2.4 million adults in England have low or no reading or writing skills. That is almost 8000 
people in our part of Wiltshire.  When you pause and consider how much we use reading, every day 
in all aspects of our life, it is not surprising that those without this skill feel the impact in a range of 
ways and have to develop coping strategies.  
 
What does Read Easy North & West Wiltshire do? 
We are affiliated to Read Easy UK (Registered Charity 1151288) to offer local people: 
*Confidential, 1 to 1 reading coaching  
*Friendly, flexible, free support  
*Half hour sessions twice a week  
*Approved local venues 
*Training to become Volunteer Reading Coaches  
*A community-based, volunteer led and run service 
 
We raised £5,623.00 from grants and donations.  We spent 
£4,649.54.  
(80% of our resources were spent on books, coach training 
and volunteer expenses). 
 
Our wholly local volunteer-led and run team is here to help 
more readers, support volunteers well and provide a high-
quality service across Bradford on Avon, Calne, 
Chippenham, Corsham & Whitley, Devizes, Melksham and 
Trowbridge. 
 
See diagram - 3 Bradford on Avon, 4 Calne, 4 Chippenham, 
1 Corsham & Whitley, 4 Devizes, 1 Melksham, 3 Trowbridge 

 
Our highlights: 
○   enrolled 6 new local readers 
○   celebrated 2 graduations  
○   coached 21 readers  
○   supported 20 volunteer coaches to help readers  
○   invested in improved resources for reading pairs  
○   welcomed 7 new coaches, 1 new coordinator and 2 new management team members 
○   transformed our safeguarding processes embedding it in our recruitment practice 
○   prepared to register with the Charity Commission 
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If you live close to Dorset and 
have a library card there . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Their latest e-newsletter is available to download 
as a PDF here. 
 
The charity’s main operating base over recent 
decades has been near Farnham, close to the 
Surrey/Hampshire border. 
 
Their latest annual report shows how they are 
expanding.  They now have bases in Wiltshire in 
Amesbury and Salisbury . . . and in nearby Bath 
too. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mylespilling?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAALTjyAB1IQMilCniqpwI_SrgInxy3fRXpA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mylespilling?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAALTjyAB1IQMilCniqpwI_SrgInxy3fRXpA
https://helenarkell.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96cd3d0b2b23bf03a4bcda159&id=52b8a0a580&e=9c7f9c6c62
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&p_p_resource_id=%2Faccounts-resource&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_objectiveId=A16619290&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_priv_r_p_mvcRenderCommandName=%2Faccounts-and-annual-returns&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_priv_r_p_organisationNumber=3940627
https://helenarkell.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96cd3d0b2b23bf03a4bcda159&id=3df85b1d44&e=9c7f9c6c62
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OTHER NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The British Dyslexia Association is delighted to share that bursary applications are once 
again open, for funded dyslexia assessments for young people aged 12-21, from low-
income households.   
 
This wonderful opportunity is thanks to Theo Paphitis and the amazing Ryman team who for 
the last few months have been undertaking all manner of fundraising activities - hiking, 
running, soaking, gunging… you name it! 
 
We couldn’t be more thankful, but a recent bursary recipient sums it up;  
“This is a life-changing moment. We don’t seem to have any wins, just battles and I’m so 
grateful (for this) opportunity for my son”. 
 
The British Dyslexia Association will continue working relentlessly to influence the system and 
campaign for an inclusive society that acknowledges, accepts and empowers everyone 
living with dyslexia. 
 
Full details, including eligibility requirements, available here: https://lnkd.in/eKedZTkF 
 
 
 

 
Michelle Catterson 
 
We need your help:  https://lnkd.in/eQ8ipmWi 
 

 
There are suggestions that The Labour Party are considering removing EHCPs and 
changing the law to accommodate this. 
 
Our voice must be loud and clear that this suggestion is nothing less than crazy!  
We need to protect those vulnerable children who need this legally binding document  
to ensure their needs are met:  Retain legal right to assessment and support in education 
for children with SEND - Petitions 
 
The Government has just responded to the petition: 
“Retain legal right to assessment and support in education for children with SEND”. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/theopaphitis/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ryman/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/british-dyslexia-association/
https://lnkd.in/eKedZTkF
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelle-catterson-460598b1?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABfB3YgBS87da9vQwfIpLG-5gLO2Ox3ucAM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelle-catterson-460598b1?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABfB3YgBS87da9vQwfIpLG-5gLO2Ox3ucAM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelle-catterson-460598b1?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABfB3YgBS87da9vQwfIpLG-5gLO2Ox3ucAM
https://lnkd.in/eQ8ipmWi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-labour-party/
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/711021?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR61dvreRZN7SNMskT1dZz07Qdp8TKAzhWSjZzOmIe98knz8nrQXp1MgftLtAA_aem_FL4YI5pmbzuHBCxuFwULng
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/711021?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR61dvreRZN7SNMskT1dZz07Qdp8TKAzhWSjZzOmIe98knz8nrQXp1MgftLtAA_aem_FL4YI5pmbzuHBCxuFwULng
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/711021
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/711021?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR61dvreRZN7SNMskT1dZz07Qdp8TKAzhWSjZzOmIe98knz8nrQXp1MgftLtAA_aem_FL4YI5pmbzuHBCxuFwULng
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Addressing the dyslexia GCSE divide: 
urgent call for educational reform - 
British Dyslexia Association 
 
Important news received today from  
Ellen Broomé, CEO at the BDA: 
 
 
We’re proud to let you know that today we have launched a powerful new report – Mind the Gap: GCSE 
results and the dyslexia divide – which sheds light on the ongoing and unacceptable barriers faced by 
dyslexic young people in our education system. 
  
The findings are stark. Just 21.6% of students with dyslexia achieved a grade 5 or above in both English and 
maths GCSEs in 2023/24 – compared to 51.9% of students with no identified special educational needs. Even 
at the most basic pass level (grade 4), only 39.5% of dyslexic students passed both subjects, compared to 
over 72% of their peers. 
  
This gap has barely changed in over a decade. It’s clear that too many dyslexic students are being left behind 
– not because of lack of potential, but because the system isn’t built to recognise or support them. 
  
That’s why our report calls for urgent action, including: 

• A National Dyslexia Strategy and leadership within government to drive change. 
• Early screening and consistent support in every primary school. 
• Fairer exams that reflect a wider range of skills and don’t penalise dyslexic students unfairly. 
• Training and tools for teachers, and access to assistive technology from a much earlier age. 

  
We’re incredibly grateful to have had backing from Jamie Oliver, who has shared his own experience and 
offered a personal quote for the launch: 
 
“This report simply confirms what so many teachers, parents and dyslexic individuals already know, which is 
that it’s time for our education system to have a complete overhaul. We must support ALL kids in the 
classroom – we need to implement neurodivergence screening, and we need appropriate training and 
support for our hardworking teachers.   
  
I came out of school with just two GCSEs, so reading this report really resonated with me and brought back 
many of those negative feelings from my school days, and not enough has changed since then. But I was 
lucky – I found cooking and that saved me, who knows where I would have ended up otherwise. We need 
urgent action. And I’d say this is an amazing opportunity. We should be celebrating ALL children and their 
brilliant minds, and they ALL deserve a school system that helps them grow in confidence and thrive.”  
 
This is a crucial step in our mission to make education fairer for all dyslexic 
children. Thank you, as always, for standing with us and for your support. 
Together, we can ensure that every dyslexic child has the support they need to 
reach their potential. 
 
You can read the full report here. 
 
(Details also on BDA website at:  Addressing the dyslexia GCSE divide: 
urgent call for educational reform - British Dyslexia Association) 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/addressing-the-dyslexia-gcse-divide-urgent-call-for-educational-reform
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/addressing-the-dyslexia-gcse-divide-urgent-call-for-educational-reform
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/addressing-the-dyslexia-gcse-divide-urgent-call-for-educational-reform
https://bdadyslexia.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5ce8f5ba2d10e73057c48334&id=94a975dbb3&e=e843fc89b6
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/addressing-the-dyslexia-gcse-divide-urgent-call-for-educational-reform
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/addressing-the-dyslexia-gcse-divide-urgent-call-for-educational-reform
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We’re always speaking up for children, young people  
and their families - and over the last month, we’ve had 
some important opportunities to do so directly with 
policymakers. 
 
 

We know many of you will be feeling concerned following recent media reports about possible 
changes to education, health and care (EHC) plans. While we want to reassure families that no 
formal government proposals have been made, we know the speculation alone is worrying - 
reinforcing just how critical it is that the voices and experiences of children and young people 
with SEND, and their families, are central to any decisions about the future of the system. 
 
That’s why we’ve been working to make sure the needs and rights of children and young 
people are at the heart of current discussions. Last month, we gave evidence to MPs on the 
Education Select Committee, making clear that the SEND legal framework isn’t the problem - 
the real issue is that it’s not being followed, placing a huge burden on families who are left to 
fight for support their children are legally entitled to. We also took part in a parliamentary 
roundtable to call for stronger support for children and young people who don’t have an EHC 
plan. 
 
Keep reading to find out more - and how you can add your voice by contacting your MP. 
 
READ: Our message to MPs on 'Solving the SEND crisis'  

DOWNLOAD: Our template to email your MP 

Read more about what we said, why it matters and what needs to change >> 

 
 

 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the CDC Digest:   Click to download 
 
In this Digest we aim to offer a range of articles and resources to keep you up to date with 
the work of CDC and the sector as a whole. We hope there is plenty for you to read and 
engage with. 
 
A snapshot of this quarter's digest includes: 

• An update from Amanda Allard 
• A SEND Policy Update 
• A blog on our Youth Voice Matters Conference  
• A round-up of e-learning, training & resources 
• Highlights from CDC teams  
• The latest from the What Works in SEND Programme 

 
 

https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=0970aa0852&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=854b56ee62&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=854b56ee62&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=85f3515cec&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=85f3515cec&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=0261bf4c4f&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=c64cd90ab9&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=b1d24e9be7&e=06ab887a87
https://ipsea.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71a7c2420e287e6c7c76f3615&id=750770d7ca&e=06ab887a87
https://councilfordisabledchildren.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=119178f817&e=625df84ac8
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Link to April Newsletter  
https://joom.ag/dZjd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to the May Newsletter  
https://joom.ag/kpsd 

 
See past issues by signing up for a free registration: 

https://www.dyslexicadvantage.org/newsletter-archives/ 
 

Read and listen to more articles in our DYSLEXIA LIBRARY.  
 

 

 

 
 
Win a £50 John Lewis Voucher! 
 

As a nasen member, you have full access to the training and resources provided through the 
Universal SEND Services programme. The better news? Thanks to funding from the 
Department for Education, it's all completely FREE! 
 

The programme centres on bite-sized Online SEND CPD Units, each tackling one of 20 
common learning barriers with clear, specialist-led guidance on effective teaching 
adaptations across all ages. 
 

99% of users report greater confidence in identifying and meeting learners’ needs. With the 
proven impact of inclusive teaching, why not log in and start your first short hop learning 
journey today? 

 
 
Once you’ve completed your first unit, help us spread the word and you could win a £50 John 
Lewis voucher! Just visit our LinkedIn page and follow the instructions to enter our free prize 
draw. 

 

P347TB1#y1

Explore the Online SEND CPD Units 

P350TB2#y1

Visit Whole School SEND on LinkedIn 

https://substack.com/redirect/87ea4c29-d58e-4824-8d48-25daeddd296e?j=eyJ1IjoidGRpbzcifQ.CeWviGymGI7ldKd3QgIh96EYSMZ1jZJKqsKSJq9IoS4
https://substack.com/redirect/feee7d03-024e-4646-b4e5-67fd40ec89ee?j=eyJ1IjoidGRpbzcifQ.CeWviGymGI7ldKd3QgIh96EYSMZ1jZJKqsKSJq9IoS4
https://substack.com/redirect/6b6e795b-440d-4872-a837-5a86b2218c90?j=eyJ1IjoidGRpbzcifQ.CeWviGymGI7ldKd3QgIh96EYSMZ1jZJKqsKSJq9IoS4
https://substack.com/redirect/c4e2be04-5b10-4825-ae9f-8e726d184cbc?j=eyJ1IjoidGRpbzcifQ.CeWviGymGI7ldKd3QgIh96EYSMZ1jZJKqsKSJq9IoS4
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQjQ8gYQw_7SARjYl9RxIO_w7CjUx4e6iIRWhNd7893F969hHfyLPDaLm0DrvLck1JE71Q
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQjQ8gYQw_7SARjYl9RxIPPw7Ci5Y6rz1aSdlNHrknCQCo4AXEziKcvb1kapbCJGMDM8oQ
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQjQ8gYQw_7SARjYl9RxIPHw7CjIkQJHBLZjfCdJxO0b3s-9Xk4UX9_52YUfxGyo_wB4-g
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQjQ8gYQw_7SARjYl9RxIPLw7ChjmK3kWBVBLMSKz2sVxVWkra397iPMy_NuRXceGcFztg
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EVENTS / RECORDINGS / TRAINING 
 

 
Join I.P.S.E.A on Monday 9 June for their FREE 
webinar, 'The SEND journey and your rights as 
a parent/carer'.  
 
They will be explaining what support children 
and young people with SEND are legally 
entitled to, what you can do if the law is not 
followed, and where to find further help and 
guidance.  
 
Spaces are limited, so book your place here 

https://tinyurl.com/5yee5hu8 
 
If you can't attend on the day, you can also 
request a copy of the webinar recording via 
the link above  

 
 

APPG - Teacher Training: Getting it Right 
 
The next meeting of the APPG for Dyslexia will take place 
in person in Westminster on Monday 9 June at 4 – 5.15pm. 
This parliamentary event will be chaired by Juliet 
Campbell, MP.  
 
The following speakers will discuss: Teacher Training: Getting it Right 

• Sarah Rappaport, Campaigns Manager, Jamie Oliver Group 
• Caroline Bateman, Senior Lecturer, Kingston University, Specialist Dyslexia Tutor 
• Charlotte Noble, CEO of 1 in 10 
• Ros McNeil, Assistant General Secretary, National Education Union 
• Ellen Broomé, CEO of British Dyslexia Association. 

 
Please note that this is an in-person only event and will not be recorded.  
Attendance at the meeting is limited and by invitation only.  
For further information, email policy@bdadyslexia.org.uk 
All attendees will be required to show an official invitation to 
gain entry into the meeting. 
A synopsis of the meeting will be published on the BDA website 
after the event. 
 
Parliamentary briefing: 
Demand Support for Dyslexic Learners 
 
○   Summary 
○   What is dyslexia? 
○   The impact 
○   Invisible in policy 
○   Overlooked in practice 
○   Recommendations for change 
○   How you can support us 

https://www.facebook.com/IPSEAcharity?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUdwOUwBI9xaVsrvW5DUERv65x-uCH31vQa-2aNx_SBcKyriKk31kOp6pnmGA-dMhtjtMai07Ka1xj0RYFQjSXcZT5YqwqcNLXOn95ibXx8cPdTvDWjIcrs_2afB-KMx7heAKzCjxOAMVPc32MQlXa4eOPkEXL--bCJi3q7P6I4wpP61hsv2qBPXvtX1oujc7eQ96f2p0WQbqEAPw4oICTKWIvhzHLT7xnbmLDQz44cBQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://tinyurl.com/5yee5hu8?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExcTROU0lLSVJPQU9Gdkt5SwEe0UMkTnUw-fsEbRuHHNcizNAz2xf-TO6JLyqqsi_Q5tsMsSHQ-O_ulZuxkD8_aem_jrwgwz4m6ZcZ46jpymTG2g
mailto:policy@bdadyslexia.org.uk
mailto:policy@bdadyslexia.org.uk
https://www.demandchangefordyslexia.org.uk/_files/ugd/94605c_2316ec992a44482ca9876545e4306e2e.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1263991822398973&set=a.496438322487664&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUdwOUwBI9xaVsrvW5DUERv65x-uCH31vQa-2aNx_SBcKyriKk31kOp6pnmGA-dMhtjtMai07Ka1xj0RYFQjSXcZT5YqwqcNLXOn95ibXx8cPdTvDWjIcrs_2afB-KMx7heAKzCjxOAMVPc32MQlXa4eOPkEXL--bCJi3q7P6I4wpP61hsv2qBPXvtX1oujc7eQ96f2p0WQbqEAPw4oICTKWIvhzHLT7xnbmLDQz44cBQ&__tn__=EH-R
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To watch ‘Jamie's Dyslexia Revolution’, tune to Channel 4 on Monday, 9th June at 9pm. 
Jamie Oliver explores the challenges and issues faced by thousands of school children 
with dyslexia who are left behind in an archaic education system and asks: what more 
can be done? 

 

 
 

 
BBC Two - Inside Our Minds, Inside Our 
Dyslexic Minds 
 
It’s thought that as many as one in ten people in the 
UK are dyslexic, making it the most diagnosed type of 
neurodivergence. But despite this, Chris feels that 
dyslexia is frequently ignored and often 
misunderstood. He meets two dyslexic people 
frustrated that the people in their lives don’t fully 
understand them. 

 
Teaming up with top filmmakers, animators and graphic designers, they create evocative short films 
which explain to family and friends how they’re truly feeling inside - and what’s really going on inside 
their dyslexic minds. A school counsellor explains to her brothers how being dyslexic impacts her 
life, and a builder from south Wales becomes the star of his very own musical. 
 
Also available:   
BBC Two - Inside Our Minds, Inside Our Autistic Minds..., Episode 1 
BBC Two - Inside Our Minds, Inside Our Autistic Minds..., Episode 2 
BBC Two - Inside Our Minds, Inside Our ADHD Minds 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002c70w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002c70w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0bbnjvx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001jgbw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002c6bb
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10th-11th October 2025 
Location: Business Design Centre, London 
Why attend? This is the leading SEND learning programme  
in the UK, featuring a SEND Leadership Summit, 42 expert  
led seminars, and over 100 exhibitors. 
Welcome | Tes SEND Show 2025 

 
21st-23rd January 2026 
Location: ExCel, London 
Why attend? The UK’s leading EdTech event, with a bigger  
and better SEND Village. 
Bett UK: Leading EdTech Event | 21-23 Jan 2026, ExCeL 
London 

 

https://tessendshow.co.uk/
https://uk.bettshow.com/
https://uk.bettshow.com/
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Free webinar recording:   
RNIB BookShare and TextAid webinar.mp4 - Google Drive 
 
RNIB Bookshare membership is for educators supporting learners with print-disabilities  
and is provided FREE to Schools in the UK. There is an annual membership fee of £150 for 
Online Schools, Learning Support Centres, Tutoring Services, and non-UK organisations. 
 
You can find out more about RNIB BookShare on their website: www.rnibbookshare.org 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7m4RtSTThOvtih1wGS2sMVgZZegd-gF/view
http://www.rnibbookshare.org/
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Exploring Dyslexia:  
Hear real people's stories of the advantages and challenges of dyslexia at 
Dyslexia Explored - YouTube 
 

 
 

Sports, ADHD, and Dyslexia Resilience with Liz Day 
 
In this episode of the Dyslexia Explored Podcast, host Darius Namdaran introduces Liz 
Day, a dedicated teacher, and mother who shares her experiences with dyslexia 
through both her profession and her son's journey.  
 
They discuss a range of topics, including the importance of touch typing for dyslexic 
learners, the unique challenges and advantages dyslexia presents in sports, the 
interrelation between ADHD and dyslexia, and the significance of mental health.  
 
Liz also shares her academic pursuits towards a PhD in mental health literacy among 
young neurodivergent individuals, highlighting the need for more inclusive educational 
and health policies. Join this insightful conversation to explore strategies and stories that 
underscore the strengths and challenges of living with dyslexia and ADHD. 

 
 

 
Jo Rees 
 
Proven strategies to 
manage dyslexia 
positively 
 
Here it is the FREE ½ hour webinar  
with NO interruptions!!!  
 
 

Just me talking a million miles an hour and spilling all my dyslexic tea to help empower 
you!!!!! 
 
In this webinar I share how I manage my dyslexia (and ADHD) on a day-to-day basis!!!!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_c1jHWv2MLhMgnGWmrg23w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPduT61sIk0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-rees-74620a172?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACj3P6YBkhGKOpFmJPYMBA3SSdT1TTXKzgA
https://www.linkedin.com/video/live/urn:li:ugcPost:7331403282168340481/
https://www.linkedin.com/video/live/urn:li:ugcPost:7331403282168340481/
https://www.linkedin.com/video/live/urn:li:ugcPost:7331403282168340481/
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Continuing Professional Development Courses 
                                        
At Dyslexia Action Training, we offer a wide range of short online CPD Units and Awards for those 
looking to build a better understanding and approach to supporting learners with dyslexia, literacy, 
specific learning difficulties (SpLDs), numeracy and well-being. 
 
Each online CPD Unit comprises 20-30 hours study over an eight-week period allowing new skills to  
be brought into the support environment. There is no 'live' delivery, providing the flexibility to access 
educational content at any time and courses are suitable for those working in primary/secondary, for 
those supporting adults and for those working overseas. 
 
Our next online cohort – 23 July.  
 
What can I study? 
 
We offer a range of short online Units including: 

- Dyslexia and Co-occurring Difficulties (new content) 

- Supporting Individuals with Memory Weaknesses 

- Structured, Cumulative Multisensory Tuition for Learners with Dyslexia 

- Developing Reading Skills in Learners with Dyslexia 

- Developing Writing Skills in Learners with Dyslexia 

- Developing Spelling Skills in Learners with Dyslexia 

- Supporting Adults with Dyslexia and Co-occurring Difficulties 

- Supporting Study Skills in Adults with Dyslexia 

- Developing Writing Skills in Adults with Dyslexia 

- Dyslexia in Multilingual Settings 

- Developing Numeracy Skills in Learners with Dyslexia and Dyscalculia 

 
Our level 4 and 5 Units are accredited by The CPD Standards Office. 
 
How can I find out more? 
 
For information about our online training or for training advice in general, you can contact us via email 
at trainingcourses@dyslexiaaction.org.uk or call us on 01784 222304.   
 
We also offer training for those looking to become Specialist SpLD Teacher/Practitioners and 
Assessors. Please visit our website for a full list of our courses and qualifications available. 
 
 
 
 

https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13285&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13286&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13287&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13288&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13289&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13290&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13291&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13292&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13293&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13294&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13295&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13296&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13303&qid=1506201
https://training.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=13304&qid=1506201
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ARTICLES & BLOGS  
 

 

‘It’s so boring’: Gen Z parents don’t like reading to their kids - and educators are worried 
 
Last week, former elementary school teacher Spencer Russell posed a question to 
parents who follow his Instagram account, Toddlers Can Read: “Why aren’t you reading 
aloud to your kids?” 
 
The responses, which Russell shared with the Guardian, ranged from embarrassed to 
annoyed to angry. “It’s so boring,” said one parent. “I don’t have time,” said another. 
One mother wrote in: “I don’t enjoy reading myself.” 
 
Read whole article at ‘It’s so boring’ 
 
 
Succeed with Dyslexia 
 
Jarone Macklin-Page   
 
If you're interviewing right now, this is worth reading. 
 
I share the process I use to navigate interviews and how 
it’s helped me achieve a 100% success rate. 
 
Read Now: 
https://www.prodyslexic.com/.../job-interview-tips-for... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What causes ADHD? What we 
know, don’t know and suspect 
 
Neurodevelopmental disorders are a 
diverse group of conditions that affect 
the brain from early development. They 
include attention-deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD), autism and learning 
disabilities, such as dyslexia. 
 

These conditions usually become more evident over time. This is because delays in the 
skills a child is expected to have developed at each age become more apparent. 
 
ADHD is the most common neurodevelopmental disorder. It affects around 8-10% of 
children and 2-5% of adults. 
 
Read full article at:  What causes ADHD? What we know, don’t know and suspect 
 

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/lifestyle/family/it-s-so-boring-gen-z-parents-don-t-like-reading-to-their-kids-and-educators-are-worried/ar-AA1FVfmi?ocid=msedgntp&pc=LCTS&cvid=4f500231f41c4f1cb641963c49d6e985&ei=32
https://www.instagram.com/toddlerscanread/?hl=en
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/lifestyle/family/it-s-so-boring-gen-z-parents-don-t-like-reading-to-their-kids-and-educators-are-worried/ar-AA1FVfmi?ocid=msedgntp&pc=LCTS&cvid=4f500231f41c4f1cb641963c49d6e985&ei=32
https://www.facebook.com/groups/179059656779531/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4zxL0_beKdetBWYJWH7JzA6wNA9YX-FDq6T6PPxUImRWrJgKRCtAvSG2iHfgtnHl19melLpPAkHkCXOwNYNLjKXEsF5_57RDOXnbGqPy_dMnahPHSpVAw9b4kFQQttBH26IYxdzzJlEpuI8_EOaNbvqu7ExJi_SBQ8uae9xYSLyFVLo3faIWZO18lTks3XKWW7F0qf9OGiMVSTzxctnFF9hwOjzoTFVx6gzHrYrrK5kfS_FTcsRKovYB419ZCjZw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/179059656779531/user/1128306993/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4zxL0_beKdetBWYJWH7JzA6wNA9YX-FDq6T6PPxUImRWrJgKRCtAvSG2iHfgtnHl19melLpPAkHkCXOwNYNLjKXEsF5_57RDOXnbGqPy_dMnahPHSpVAw9b4kFQQttBH26IYxdzzJlEpuI8_EOaNbvqu7ExJi_SBQ8uae9xYSLyFVLo3faIWZO18lTks3XKWW7F0qf9OGiMVSTzxctnFF9hwOjzoTFVx6gzHrYrrK5kfS_FTcsRKovYB419ZCjZw&__tn__=%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.prodyslexic.com/.../job-interview-tips-for...
https://theconversation.com/what-causes-adhd-what-we-know-dont-know-and-suspect-241119
https://theconversation.com/what-causes-adhd-what-we-know-dont-know-and-suspect-241119
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31116115
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37495084/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37495084/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7916320/pdf/jogh-11-04009.pdf
https://theconversation.com/what-causes-adhd-what-we-know-dont-know-and-suspect-241119
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The dark side of exam accommodations 
23 April 2025 
 
Exam accommodations unlock success for dyslexic students  
 
If you’re here, then you already know that access arrangements are changes made to exams to ensure 
students with SEN can demonstrate their knowledge and skills. If you’ve got dyslexia, they often look 
like…  

• Extra time  
• Access to a reader  
• Separate rooming  
• Access to text-to-speech tech  
• Larger font exam papers  

 
They’re all great ways of unlocking the exam paper, and boosting access to fair grades… but are they all 
created equal when it comes to how they make students feel?  
 
Today, we’re looking at how two common GCSE exam accommodations—readers and separate 
rooming—can have a net negative impact on exams in some learners, and what we can do about it.  
 
Read on at The dark side of exam accommodations | LinkedIn 
 
7 of the Best Revision Tips for Dyslexic Brains! 
7 May 2025 
 
Revision can feel a little bit like academic toothache. It can go from a dull, nagging pain to a dramatic 
one to an emergency very quickly— especially for dyslexic students. 
 
Which is why it’s so important we realise it’s not about doing more, it’s about doing it smarter. We’ve 
pulled together a super-simple, creativity-informed list of revision tips that support memory and reduce 
overwhelm… without turning that all-important study time into a snoozefest. 
Let’s go! 
 
Read on at 7 of the Best Revision Tips for Dyslexic Brains! | LinkedIn 
 
Does teacher stress impact the whole classroom? 
21 May 2025 
 
Between ever-increasing expectations, pay challenges and long hours, it’s hard to find a teacher who 
isn’t stressed. And the data backs it up: recent surveying from the NEU reports that around nine in ten 
teachers experience stress at work at least 20% of the time, and a third feel stressed nearly all the time.  
 
…But the impact of teacher stress isn’t just felt by teachers themselves. Like all things in the 
educational ecosystem, it ripples out— often affecting the students they teach. 
 
Read on at Does teacher stress impact the whole classroom? | LinkedIn 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/dark-side-exam-accommodations-scanningpens-lrfze/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/7-best-revision-tips-dyslexic-brains-scanningpens-ynp0e/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/apr/19/second-teachers-union-vows-to-strike-if-pay-award-fails-to-fund-schools-in-england
https://neu.org.uk/press-releases/state-education-teacher-stress-and-wellbeing
https://neu.org.uk/press-releases/state-education-teacher-stress-and-wellbeing
https://www.britsafe.org/safety-management/2025/one-in-three-teachers-nearly-always-stressed-finds-survey
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/does-teacher-stress-impact-whole-classroom-scanningpens-eq6je/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scanningpens/
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Dyslexia ‘invisible’ in schools amid parent-teacher divide 
on support | Nottingham Trent University 
 
Parents of children with dyslexia feel that the condition is largely ‘invisible’ in schools, with a 
lack of recognition leading to inconsistent and ineffective support. 
 
By Helen Breese | Published on 24 March 2025 
 
A study carried out by researchers at Nottingham Trent University (NTU) and the University of 
Birmingham explored the real-life experiences of parents and teachers regarding children who 
have reading and writing difficulties, and whether a formal diagnosis of dyslexia improves 
support. 
 
Findings of interviews with 39 participants highlighted a disconnect between parents’ 
concerns for their children's long-term wellbeing and teachers' focus on short-term classroom 
management. The study identified 40 factors that appeared to work in different combinations 
to influence if a child’s access to education was on a positive or negative trajectory. 
 
The families saw dyslexia as something that affects not just reading and writing skills, but also 
their child's confidence, ability to learn in the usual school environment, their overall 
wellbeing, and importantly their inclusion. They felt that their children were not truly included 
and supported, leading to a loss of independence and frustration for both the children and 
their parents. 
 
While teachers acknowledged the need for literacy support, their perspectives were often 
shaped by the immediate need to manage a diverse group of learners within existing policies 
and resource limitations. Their focus tended to be on the collective progress and the smooth 
running of the classroom. They were also constrained by varying levels of knowledge about 
dyslexia. 
 
However, the study did reveal areas of best practice when teachers were well-informed 
through experience or additional training and were able to meet a child’s needs and foster a 
sense of inclusion and community within their schools. Effective communication and shared 
understanding between parents and teachers also resulted in more successful outcomes. 
 
The paper, published in the journal Dyslexia, also considered the value of a formal dyslexia 
diagnosis and its impact on support, as many parents sought a diagnosis to help them 
navigate the education system. 
 

 

This research highlights the harm faced by children with literacy difficulties and underscores 
the importance of diagnosis for visibility, awareness, and effective management. Our study 
found dyslexia to be relatively invisible in mainstream schools. 
Lead researcher Dr Angela Thompson, Visiting Scholar, NTU Psychology 
 

 
Professor Julia Carroll, Professor of Psychology in Education at the University of Birmingham, 
said: “We believe that the gap between parent and teacher perspectives can be partially 
bridged through the effective and consistent diagnosis of dyslexia, which serves as a conduit 

https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2025/03/dyslexia-invisible-in-schools-amid-parent-teacher-divide-on-support
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2025/03/dyslexia-invisible-in-schools-amid-parent-teacher-divide-on-support
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dys.70003
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/education/carroll-julia
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for shared communication and understanding, making a child's unique needs more visible. 
This visibility is crucial, as dyslexia can affect various aspects of life both in and beyond 
school. This underscores my recent work on an updated definition of dyslexia.” 
 

Professor Clare Wood, director of the Centre for Research in Language, Education and 
Developmental Inequalities at NTU, added: “The identification of dyslexia is important in 
improving the visibility and understanding of a child's learning difficulties. The absence of a 
diagnosis can, and did, result in significant negative consequences for a child’s education. 
 

“We found that some schools did not acknowledge or act on a diagnosis, instead falling back 
on local policies. A diagnosis alone does not currently guarantee appropriate support, and its 
value is realised only when it is acknowledged and acted upon by those responsible for the 
child's education.” 
 

Read the full paper on the Dyslexia website. 
 

Also reported in detail at Seeing, Being Seen and Being Able to See Dyslexia in English Schools: 
Parent and Teacher Perspectives - Thompson - 2025 - Dyslexia - Wiley Online Library 
 
 

 
Mental Health, Disability, and the Transformative Power of Assistive 
Technology - Aventido Ltd 
 
The relationship between mental health and disability represents one of the most 
significant yet frequently overlooked aspects of individual wellbeing and 
organisational success.  
 
At Aventido, we've witnessed firsthand how properly implemented assistive 
technology bridges crucial gaps, providing meaningful support that transforms lives 
across both education and the workplace. 
 
Read blog at  
Mental Health, Disability, and the Transformative Power of Assistive Technology 
 

 

 
Is this Dyscalculia?  
New perspectives on diagnosing mathematical difficulties 
 
In our latest article, Assessment Consultant Sarah Sainty breaks down the recent guidance 
from the Specific Learning Difficulties Assessment Standards Committee (SASC) to support 
assessors in reaching diagnostic conclusions when assessing mathematics and what it 
means in practice. You'll also find information on some widely used measures in this area, or 
you can see some of our featured tests below. Go to article. 
 

https://www.ntu.ac.uk/staff-profiles/social-sciences/clare-wood
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/research/groups-and-centres/centres/centre-for-research-in-language,-education-and-developmental-inequalities
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/research/groups-and-centres/centres/centre-for-research-in-language,-education-and-developmental-inequalities
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dys.70003
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dys.70003
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dys.70003
https://aventido.com/post/mental-health-disability-and-the-transformative-power-of-assistive-technology
https://aventido.com/post/mental-health-disability-and-the-transformative-power-of-assistive-technology
https://aventido.com/post/mental-health-disability-and-the-transformative-power-of-assistive-technology
https://www.hogrefe.com/uk/article/is-this-dyscalculia-new-perspectives-on-diagnosing-mathematical-difficulties
https://hogrefe-mail.co.uk/c/AQjMNBCBx5AHGOzT8uwBIIf79qQBKivG75gk8Mi2Hu3zdDIMDvV8qbQTWW8N8KKCQWlwtOo
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Anna Bird • Chief Executive Officer at Contact 
 
There's nothing ‘special’ about a child having a school place. Enjoying school. Feeling safe 
there. Learning. But the reality is that for too many children, these things are out of reach.  
 
Nurseries, schools and colleges should provide extra support - called SEN Support - for 
children with SEND who need it.  
 
�������� SEN Support is there to make local schools more inclusive.  
�� Schools get funding to put it in place.  
������ Government guidance tells schools how it should work.  
 
But it's not happening.  
 
Contact and IPSEA - Independent Provider of Special Education Advice surveyed 2,000 
families with children who have additional needs but don't have an education, health and 
care plan (EHCP). We found the majority of children are not getting support, and this is 
driving demand for EHCPs and leading to children missing school.  
 
So what do we do about it? We think there is a very simple solution.  
 
We’re asking Government to amend section 66 of the Children and Families Act 2014 so 
that all schools, colleges and nurseries have a primary legal duty to:  
1.    Identify a child’s special educational needs. 
2.    Identify the support required. 
3.    Deliver and review the support. 
 
If education settings must, instead of should, provide SEN Support, it will create a 
fundamental shift in the system. It will mean: 
�� mainstream schools become more inclusive and more children can be educated 
locally. 
�� Fewer families will need to go through a painful, lengthy legal process to get an EHCP. 
�� Schools that fail to provide support will be held to account more effectively. 
 
The provisions are already there, we just want them to have more teeth. And we can do 
that with a simple amendment to the current act. This is the message Contact, IPSEA - 
Independent Provider of Special Education Advice and eight fantastic parent 
campaigners took to Westminster today.  
 
*If the government is serious about making schools more inclusive, strengthening SEN 
support is the place to start.* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anna-bird-25809946?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAmfdyQBOyW33-IZJbeG3zetnvs4TnK0JoA
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7328132829857411074/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3Bhm4ZbNdjQ7m09cCz%2BXTzEw%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/company/contactfamilies/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ipsea/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/contactfamilies/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ipsea/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ipsea/
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INFORMATION, RESOURCES & OFFERS 
 
 

Explore the guide ↓   
for details under the following headings: 
 

Understanding Dyslexia 
 What is dyslexia? 
 Research data 
Supporting Dyslexia 
 Diagnosis – is it necessary? 
 Accommodations for students with dyslexia 
Personalised Learning 

How can teachers provide personalised  
support at scale? 

Teacher Workshop 
 Supporting Literacy with Read&Write 
 Supporting Literacy with OrbitNote  
 Sign up for a free class or school-wide trial 
 
 

Further resources: 

International Dyslexia Association 

British Dyslexia Association 

Australian Dyslexia Association 

Dyslexia Foundation of New Zealand 

Little Voices Literacy and Dyslexia Support 

 

 

Alphability 

Toward a Consensus on Dyslexia - Delphi 

Study 2025 

AUSPELD – Understanding Learning 

Difficulties Guide 

NHS Guidance on Dyslexia Diagnosis 

British Assistive Technology Association 

 
 

 
 
Summer Pack: Filled with 32 bright activities, children can learn about the fascinating 
lifecycles of butterflies and frogs, build their summer vocabulary, colour in vibrant scenes, 
or even write postcards from sunny places they’d love to visit.  
Download Free  
 
Our ‘Staying Safe In The Sun’ resource encourages sun-smart habits like covering up,  
finding shade and staying hydrated. 
Download Free 
 

 

https://www.texthelp.com/lp/understanding-dyslexia/?utm_campaign=K-12:-Demand-Gen-Schools|INT-EDU-BRAND-Supporting-Dyslexia-ENG-2025-FEB&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Mautic&utm_term=#nav
https://dyslexiaida.org/
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
https://dyslexiaassociation.org.au/
https://dfnz.org.nz/
https://www.littlevoices.net.au/team
https://alphability.com.au/
https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jcpp.14123
https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jcpp.14123
https://auspeld.org.au/product/understanding-learning-difficulties-a-practical-guide-revised-edition/
https://auspeld.org.au/product/understanding-learning-difficulties-a-practical-guide-revised-edition/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dyslexia/diagnosis/
https://www.bataonline.org/
https://widgit.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e77f7161554e52d18a5fd1c&id=8afad0b720&e=31cbd6c118
https://widgit.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e77f7161554e52d18a5fd1c&id=dd9d17d63c&e=31cbd6c118


24 
 

DISCOVER NEUROBOX 
FREE RESOURCES 
 
neurobox  
 
Thank you to British Dyslexia 

Association for helping us put this 

print out hashtag#FactSheet 

together.  

 

You can find this and other 

downloadable resources here  

���� https://lnkd.in/ewhyQTRx 

 

- Handy Resources 

- Infographics 

- Templates 

- Videos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Neurodiversity & Disability Glossary | Neurobox 
 
Welcome to our mini-glossary guide of working definitions for all things neurodiversity and 
disabled-related! 
 
In our mini-glossary, you’ll find working definitions and an overview of key terms. We’ve 
included the main neurodifferences that have, over time, become part of the 
neurodiversity and disability-inclusion conversation. The resource is a ‘quick start’ guide for 
those new to the subject. It includes short summaries that can be supplemented by further 
detailed definitions and stats found in our Full Glossary Resource. 
 
As part of the process of putting this guide together, we recognise that labels can be 
potentially reductive and limiting. We acknowledge that we are all individuals, and our 
experiences will differ from person to person. Many factors, including facets of our identity, 
culture, biology and the environment, shape our experience, and it’s vital to see the 
person, not the label. 
 
We know that terminology and definitions are complex, a source of ongoing discussion, 
and continually evolving, so we welcome ongoing input from our community to refine the 
guide further. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/neurobox/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/neurobox/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/neurobox/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/british-dyslexia-association/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/british-dyslexia-association/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23factsheet&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://lnkd.in/ewhyQTRx
https://neurobox.co.uk/neurodiversity-disability-glossary/
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Georgia Niolaki 
 
We are so pleased that our paper 'The role of self-compassion in 
adults with dyslexia' is now published!  
 
The findings indicate that self-compassion plays a critical moderating 
role in the relationship between self-esteem, self-efficacy, and anxiety 
among adults with dyslexia. If you're interested in learning more, be 
sure to check out the full paper in the Annals of Dyslexia!     
Home | Annals of Dyslexia 
 

Annals of Dyslexia is dedicated to the scientific study of dyslexia, its co-morbid conditions, and other 
language-learning disorders, especially those affecting literacy acquisition.  Annals of Dyslexia 
publishes original studies, significant reviews, and well-documented reports of evidence-based 
instructional practices to remediate and prevent reading difficulties. 
 

 
‘I’m still not tired of it’: the best books to 
read aloud to kids, according to parents 
 
Story by Guardian readers   Compiled by Alfie Packham 
 
‘Lovely, relaxed rhymes with a touch of sci-fi and horror 
thrown in’ … an illustration from Sleep Tight, Disgusting 
Blob by Huw Aaron.  
 

Photograph: Huw Aaron 
 
New research has shown a decline in the number of parents reading aloud to young 
children, with only 41% of 0 to four-year-olds now being read to regularly, down from 64% in 
2012. The survey, conducted by publisher HarperCollins and book data company Nielsen, 
also found that less than half of parents find reading to kids fun. 
 
My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes 
Eve Sutton and Lynley Dodd 
My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes is fantastic for children who might not like sitting still for long. 
We started reading the story to my daughter from when she was about 18 months old. 
Each cat in the book does something the child can copy, from playing the violin to flying 
an aeroplane and getting stuck in a doorway. When she was four, my daughter had a 
pyjama party with some nursery friends for her birthday, and all the children loved joining in 
when we read it. Rebecca, Birmingham 
 
Mini Rabbit: Not Lost 
John Bond 
Mini Rabbit: Not Lost by John Bond was such a favourite for my first child when they were 
two. The character of Mini Rabbit jumps off the page and makes it so easy to come up with 
an appropriate voice and rhythm that adds so much energy to the book. The final page 
sting, where Mini Rabbit has lost interest in the very thing he has been questing for is a 
perfect way to end the book and gets a laugh every time in its abruptness. Bond has given 
a real gift to parents who may struggle with comedic timing (often necessary in the funniest 
kids books) by making it flow so naturally from the writing and matching art style. He has 
also given my family many giggling fits over the years. Matthew, 39, Liverpool 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/georgia-niolaki-527230175?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACmAne8Bve6eeZwJrWb0kZ9EzOE5_en-KQM
https://link.springer.com/journal/11881
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/other/i-m-still-not-tired-of-it-the-best-books-to-read-aloud-to-kids-according-to-parents/ar-AA1EUIzr?ocid=msedgntp&pc=LCTS&cvid=7449652d812141fbb1e319aea493dc1a&ei=75
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/other/i-m-still-not-tired-of-it-the-best-books-to-read-aloud-to-kids-according-to-parents/ar-AA1EUIzr?ocid=msedgntp&pc=LCTS&cvid=7449652d812141fbb1e319aea493dc1a&ei=75
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/my-cat-likes-to-hide-in-boxes-9780140502428/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/mini-rabbit-not-lost-9780008264840/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article


26 
 

Nature Trail 
Benjamin Zephaniah and Nila Aye 
My daughter Iris, two, loves Nature Trail by Benjamin Zephaniah, illustrated by Nila Aye.  
It’s about the wonderful world of gardens and green spaces, from creepy-crawlies to  
snails and owls, animals big and small. It appreciates the beauty of the everyday, and it 
rhymes. Even on my most tired nights, I can remember it by heart and read it as the light 
dims. Miranda, 40, Newcastle upon Tyne 
 
Sleep Tight, Disgusting Blob 
Huw Aaron 
I’m a primary school teacher with two children under three at home. As a reception 
teacher I spend a lot of time reading children’s books out loud. With my own children I like 
a book that is calm and gives me something as well as them. Sleep Tight, Disgusting Blob  
by Huw Aaron is my new favourite: Lovely, relaxed rhymes with a touch of sci-fi and horror 
thrown in. Children who can read or appreciate the pictures love the idea of a “scary” 
bedtime story, and those who can’t, get the rhythm and time with a happy, giggling 
parent. Patrick Clark, Leeds 
 
How to Train Your Dragon 
Cressida Cowell 
The How to Train your Dragon books by Cressida Cowell get better and better for both the 
child and adult reader, and finish with the most perfect, satisfying ending. The characters 
are brilliant, especially Hiccup , the unlikely hero, and Toothless. It was my younger 
daughter who first got into them when she was five and we finished them when she was 
eight-and-a-half (about 24 hours after the last book was published). These books meant we 
kept reading together for longer than we might have done as even my older child, aged 
11, was captivated. Kathy, East Lothian 
 
The Book With No Pictures 
BJ Novak 
The Book With No Pictures is a great book to read aloud with kids aged about three to six. 
I’ve used it while teaching in a classroom and at bedtime with my son and it has always 
been a hit. The point of the book is that the adult reading is forced to read the words in the 
book “no matter what”. Therefore, they are “forced” to say silly things such as: “My head is 
made of blueberry pizza.” The more drama and faux-reluctance the reader can bring the 
better in my opinion! Helen Black, Hastings 
 
The Gruffalo 
Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
The Gruffalo is by far one of the best books to be read aloud to children. It’s such a 
dynamic read and as the parent you don’t have to think about how you’re going to get 
around it. It has been done for you. Just let yourself be carried by the words. I have 
probably read it more than 200 times and unlike other books, I’m still not tired of it and 
neither is my son. Clementine, 38, London 
 
The Pirates Next Door 
Jonny Duddle 
I have two small children who are two and five. We found a book called The Pirates Next 
Door by Jonny Duddle and both of my children have separately fallen in love with it. The 
premise is that a pirate boy named Jim Lad and his family move next door to Matilda in a 
charming seaside town. Their strange ways annoy the neighbours – fixing their ship on the 
driveway, eating horrible food, turning up to school without uniform. They are nice but 
misunderstood, and Matilda makes friends with Jim. It’s incredibly fun to read for parents as 
each neighbour has their own voice. Jack, 38, Clonakilty, Ireland 

https://www.guardianbookshop.com/nature-trail-9781408361269/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/sleep-tight-disgusting-blob-9780241684450/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/sleep-tight-disgusting-blob-9780241684450/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/how-to-train-your-dragon-9780340999073/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/the-book-with-no-pictures-9780141361796/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/the-gruffalo-9781509845323?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
https://www.guardianbookshop.com/the-pirates-next-door-9781848773929/?utm_source=editoriallink&utm_medium=merch&utm_campaign=article
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Dr Martin Bloomfield 
 
I haven't produced an infographic for a 
while, so I thought I'd offer this. 
 
I was thinking recently, prompted by 
something I heard online: it's as though 
there are mansions, palaces, and 
whole estates in our heads, and yet we 
content ourselves to live in one or two 
tiny rooms. We fail to explore all there is 
to offer within our own minds. 
 
And then I thought - if that's how we 
content ourselves to live, what on earth 
are we doing to our children through 
the structures of education and their 
pathways into work? 
 
See more infographics, here: 
https://lnkd.in/egvwe53A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The BDA team of helpliners answer  
many questions . . . 
 
Taking notes in meetings?  - British Dyslexia Association 

Disclosure on job applications - British Dyslexia Association 

Reading struggles - British Dyslexia Association 

How do I find a good Assessor - British Dyslexia Association 

Answer exam access arrangements for work based exams - British Dyslexia Association 

Answer - planning and organisation apps - British Dyslexia Association 

Supporting Employees in the workplace - British Dyslexia Association 

 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-bloomfield-dyslexia-bytes?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAMhSA8B4Gy2XGElU62oMxfHEs5U24XNZOM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-bloomfield-dyslexia-bytes?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAMhSA8B4Gy2XGElU62oMxfHEs5U24XNZOM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-bloomfield-dyslexia-bytes?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAMhSA8B4Gy2XGElU62oMxfHEs5U24XNZOM
https://lnkd.in/egvwe53A
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer-
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer--2
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/reading_struggles
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/how-do-i-find-a-good-assessor
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer_exam_access_arrangements_for_work_based_exams
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer-2-2-2
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer-2-2-2-2
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/helpline/ask-us/answer-
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Tom Griffiths 
 

A big day for our team at hashtag#Computing University of 
Dundee, led by Annalu Waller - we are delighted launch 
our new Department for Education commissioned report 
entitled “Developing a competency framework for 
effective assistive technology training”:  
https://lnkd.in/etMGEhpk 
 
Authored by Rohan Slaughter and myself with a research team 
including staff from Ace Centre, Karten Network and Natspec,  
the report examines the skills and knowledge needed by staff in 
special schools and colleges to use digital assistive technology 
effectively.  
 
The report includes a review of current literature, an in-depth study including multidisciplinary expert 
voices, and a Competency Framework for professionals at all career stages to understand and 
benchmark their skills and training needs. Huge opportunities for future research exist in this area 
and we enthusiastically encourage and support this through our research and our teaching 
programme on our distance learning MSc hashtag#EduAT. Details of which, and the application 
procedure, are available here: https://lnkd.in/eBTx7hXU 
 
We are thrilled to be launching this report as part of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Assistive 
and Accessible Technology (hashtag#ATech) Spring Reception in parliament, chaired by Josh 
Fenton-Glynn MP and featuring speeches from Annalu Waller, Beth Moulam PLY, Laura Brown and 
Robert Mclaren. hashtag#AssistiveTech is a ministerial and research priority, we are thrilled to share 
our work and hope to capitalise on its impact for professionals and Assistive Technology users. 
 

 
Vasilis Strogilos posted this on LinkedIn: 
 

In light of the government's plans to increase the number of students 
with disabilities in mainstream schools and to enhance specialist 
support, I'm sharing again a resource provision toolkit I co-created 
with Cleo Barron and Becky Ward and three mainstream schools in 
Hampshire.                                                                           
 
The toolkit includes eight areas that schools need to consider for 
students with SEND when educated in resource provision and 
mainstream classrooms. 
 
Resource Provision Toolkit - FINAL-1.pdf 
 
By reflecting on the toolkit's practices, schools can consider: 

i. How to improve the education of students with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities and their inclusion in the mainstream school 

ii. How to improve school collaboration with external professionals, and the parents of 
these students 

iii. How to improve educators’ learning about mixed provision 
 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tg-at?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAzfpKQBuGVOxEFD5PI9bYuEBJaf0Ft5_SQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tg-at?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAzfpKQBuGVOxEFD5PI9bYuEBJaf0Ft5_SQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tg-at?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAzfpKQBuGVOxEFD5PI9bYuEBJaf0Ft5_SQ
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7326193677893050368/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7326193677893050368/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23computing&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universityofdundee/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universityofdundee/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annalu-waller/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk-department-for-education/
https://lnkd.in/etMGEhpk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rohan-slaughter-a4396a44/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ace-centre/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/karten-network/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/natspecuk/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23eduat&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://lnkd.in/eBTx7hXU
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23atech&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/in/josh-fenton-glynn-mp-63958848/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/josh-fenton-glynn-mp-63958848/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annalu-waller/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/beth-moulam-ply-28375410b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-brown-41a3a131b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robertajmclaren/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23assistivetech&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vasilis-strogilos-a99b20156?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACWKjBUBoyGJHBEytsKuTpDxB4fg9XgT_4w
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vasilis-strogilos-a99b20156?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACWKjBUBoyGJHBEytsKuTpDxB4fg9XgT_4w
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vasilis-strogilos-a99b20156?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAACWKjBUBoyGJHBEytsKuTpDxB4fg9XgT_4w
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7294790134783201281/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3BkT7lCRg8S7uixuhiN85COA%3D%3D
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/%7Eassets/doc/Resource%20Provision%20Toolkit%20-%20FINAL-1.pdf
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Updated app wheel - iPad Apps for Learners 
with Dyslexia is available to download 
 
Our renowned App Wheel, "iPad Apps to Support 
Learners with Dyslexia and Reading/Writing Difficulties," 
has been updated to Version 3! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Updated app wheel - iPad Apps for 
Learners with Numeracy Difficulties 
 
Our popular Wheel of Apps: "iPad Apps for Learners 
with Dyscalculia/Numeracy Difficulties" has been 
refreshed with a brand-new design and updated 
app selections.  
 

You can now download the latest editions from the Posters and Leaflets section of our 
website.  

 

 
ChromeBook Tools for Learners with Dyslexia / Reading and Writing Difficulties 
A new updated wheel of apps to support learners with dyslexia using Chromebooks and 
the Chrome browser.  
 
Simple Ideas for Embedding Literacy and Communication Into the School Day 
A new series of blogs where well be sharing practical, easy to implement ideas to help 
you embed literacy and communication into the school day. 
 
Take advantage of our no-cost Technology to Support Dyslexia online Masterclass! 
Our popular online masterclass course Technology to Support Dyslexia has been 
updated and is better than ever.  
 

 

https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/XUYzP5opEbok.jI3Ncj56sXOy.BbqcgQCJfUY/YFcL3p4K/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?oYsnUdvPlpbeIG9z6DLgHQGaLf2Rbo6I58KEygx9j1hipZBcDM
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/XUYzP5opEbok.jI3Ncj56sXOy.BbqcgQCJfUY/YFcL3p4K/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?oYsnUdvPlpbeIG9z6DLgHQGaLf2Rbo6I58KEygx9j1hipZBcDM
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/XUYzP5opEbok.jI3Ncj56sXOy.BbqcgQCJfUY/-KvhAGR1/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?w5DofiYKtX2Erle3Z1MGHQGaLf2Rbo6I58KEygx9j1hipZBcDM
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/XUYzP5opEbok.jI3Ncj56sXOy.BbqcgQCJfUY/-KvhAGR1/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?w5DofiYKtX2Erle3Z1MGHQGaLf2Rbo6I58KEygx9j1hipZBcDM
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/downloads/posters-and-leaflets/
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/VoCDhL6PzMmm.J2-NqZxQtygZ.pP2Q1AVdzOH/RdBOdT_5/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?EMnbuszOFKd27cYw8DJy6gTRa5kGlvMtu7qjrKZ9osLnyIQYPp
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/VoCDhL6PzMmm.J2-NqZxQtygZ.pP2Q1AVdzOH/8mkYegQ_/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?REvKdYxHTzJBw9qLIr8s6gTRa5kGlvMtu7qjrKZ9osLnyIQYPp
https://link.callscotland.org.uk/click/VoCDhL6PzMmm.J2-NqZxQtygZ.pP2Q1AVdzOH/BZuMm6g3/3s/www.callscotland.org.uk/newsletter/?nUrzsqhQK4eZ6H9Lvaju6gTRa5kGlvMtu7qjrKZ9osLnyIQYPp
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Dyscalculia Network | Leading Support Network for 
Dyscalculia 

For parents: 
 
Dyscalculia for Parents - for the following topics including a free Dyscalculia Checklist. 

 
Top Tips For Parents - how you can help your dyscalculic child/young person at 
home – including Dyscalculia-Information-Sheet-For-Parents-Carers  
 
Maths Anxiety – including many links to external resources to organisations and 
individuals. 
 
Accommodations & EHCPS - Dyscalculia Network - includes links to: 

Primary School - Accommodations 
Secondary School - Accommodations 
Factsheet about Access Arrangements 

 
Blogs & Resources for Parents – including blogs and case studies. 
 
For educators: 
 
The Jenga Effect / Assessment 
Intervention Top Tips  
Training Opportunities  
Resources for Educators 
 
For adults: 
 
Dyscalculia for Adults 
Masking & Unmasking 
Workplace Support for Adults 
Strategies for Daily Living 
Resources for Adults 
 
For the workplace: 
 
What is Dyscalculia and What are the Potential Impacts?  
Diagnosis, Disclosure, Reasonable Adjustments and Access to Work  
Creating a Dyscalculia Friendly Workplace 
Strategies to Support Employees with Dyscalculia 
Workplace Case Studies 
 
 
 

https://dyscalculianetwork.com/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/dyscalculia-for-parents/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-Dyscalculia-Network-A-Dyscalculia-Checklist-.pdf
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/top-tips-for-parents/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Dyscalculia-Information-Sheet-For-Parents-Carers-.png
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/dyscalculia-maths-anxiety/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/accomodations-ehcps/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Primary-School-Accommodations.pdf
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Secondary-School-Accommodations.pdf
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Access-Arrangements-.pdf
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/parent-resources/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/the-jenga-effect-assessment/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/intervention-top-tips/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/training-opportunities/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/resources-for-educators/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/dyscalculia-for-adults/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/masking-unmasking/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/workplace-support-for-adults/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/strategies-for-daily-living/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/blogs-resources-for-adults/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/dyscalculia-in-the-workplace/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/workplace-diagnosis-disclosure-reasonable-adjustments-and-access-to-work/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/creating-a-dyscalculia-friendly-workplace/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/workplace-strategies-to-support-employees-with-dyscalculia/
https://dyscalculianetwork.com/workplace-case-studies/
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FREE resources 
 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week - ADHD 
 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week - Autism 
 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week – Dyscalculia 
 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week - Dyslexia 
 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week – Dyspraxia 
 

 
 
Crossbow Education | Visual Stress | Dyslexia resources 
 
Big savings until the end of June! 
 
Tinted Half Page Overlays  
 
SAVE 50% 
 
Available in mixed colour (10 pack) 
& single colour (5 packs) 
 
Buy Here 
 
 
A5 Tinted Spiral Bound 
Notebooks 
 
SAVE UP TO 45%  
 
Available in 6 colours: Aqua, Sky, 
Yellow, Green, Purple & Pink 
 
Buy Here 
 
 

Our New Overlay Colour Range 

We now have 16 colours in our Reading Rulers & Page Overlays.   

Our six new colours are Sunflower, Lilac, Red, Deep Blue, Bluebell & Deep Green. 

 

https://email.app.clientflow.ai/c/eJxsk8uyoyoUhp9GZ6YQ8MLAQW5mJ51LZ--T68RCwMiJglGMSZ7-lNldXV11erpYH1_xsxZLJI8aROEyn1bHrwq2_3zgrFgNbR6lxM9SanNdUqkiWlUDVkihTFbobkDlr4NEd0rUTS6rxDwrEdGLUOz5rnJbRG6AMQSeS4AtSiqLpBRNQy-i97YfI5DN5hKs2mflrm8tkNtfXe-rOl1fe9kftR6jmPlpBkLH5xlxMMHIIcBDDmUBxIT6aRCiP5HGiKrnQsaA6_rEwSyEDuYuc0IEuRMELPA54giEzBbqLmutSqFMVNWat8xIrew8Sl3mYeBliIMgZC5JmYvSQKQeDgVzgWvLCALoAQyIi6CPwCAjTLiceYiQTGQetDD4f4hFlBtTNRYaWjC2YNwIxS-1biunfA6anNai0lKZAdNl34CG2XfrxYJxJepGK1r0mKQq-c0mTCft1YLxtF62S_z5qffV7P5JtqvsfFp719Ex_ORPk27S4eJAssYfkWHjdRaKhYUm3WSqvbldsOQ7RKmMqBUtoh2MGz7bX48u4SK-kS_P3Hr5atu21OwmoQnY6wFm_o_uuUGv1_xJjBjFt6Zs8Nwvu6_F9sDLnyTMHz-FKkWY3r82-8PjFZ_-vU5MViLsqtuJv1ZnN99dyjo7jScmp-XyiBb9m42EYxCUbrl_rTbHx7lz4W76GIcZPi9uFhwF22e13I9HP7a7-Wpq0jNbr-bjoz6s716wuD0sGJ-X66Vd6PfcT3y5yE-HXYubXfg6BJuPYmaXwuSaR7SSdlXru-SijgpBOdNKCWZ0bdcRo7UupBKDTHdXYWGQmu-QxPuj7Ea3NRPROz5HNnenn2RR2ybqzX_VmojpMvnrJppImOT3Ltwj-F8AAAD__xZ7QFQ
https://sendgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sian_sendgroup_co_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week%2FADHD%2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week
https://sendgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sian_sendgroup_co_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week%2FAutism%2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week
https://sendgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sian_sendgroup_co_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week%2FDyscalculia%2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week
https://sendgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sian_sendgroup_co_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week%2FDyslexia%2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week
https://sendgroup-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sian_sendgroup_co_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week%2FDyspraxia%2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fsian%5Fsendgroup%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FNeurodiversity%20Celebration%20Week
https://www.crossboweducation.com/index.php?route=common/home
http://962x.mjt.lu/lnk/AVEAAG6yfYIAAc5ThI4AALZ1gxkAAABEkkYAnKW9AAwyswBoOKoMk-K5QM-qTgqQwXAGcHB-qwAMO2s/4/-4hijaVPu0Vu_xoHU0et8g/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3Jvc3Nib3dlZHVjYXRpb24uY29tL2hhbGYtcGFnZS1vdmVybGF5cy1hNQ
http://962x.mjt.lu/lnk/AVEAAG6yfYIAAc5ThI4AALZ1gxkAAABEkkYAnKW9AAwyswBoOKoMk-K5QM-qTgqQwXAGcHB-qwAMO2s/6/3Quff66QUMf8qedhGEOVQQ/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3Jvc3Nib3dlZHVjYXRpb24uY29tL3RpbnRlZC1hNS1zcGlyYWwtYm91bmQtbm90ZWJvb2s
http://962x.mjt.lu/lnk/AVEAAG6yfYIAAc5ThI4AALZ1gxkAAABEkkYAnKW9AAwyswBoOKoMk-K5QM-qTgqQwXAGcHB-qwAMO2s/2/4_D-GY5QjGS0k3j3yp0ZJg/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3Jvc3Nib3dlZHVjYXRpb24uY29tL2hhbGYtcGFnZS1vdmVybGF5cy1hNQ
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Blog - Louise Selby Dyslexia Specialist 
 
 
 
 
We’re all familiar with that moment of panic when you realise you have 10 minutes to 
prepare for a staff INSET and you have nothing. There’s no time to scan the internet and 
digest the research – you need something now!  
 
In these articles I’m offering you 5 zero prep ideas for staff CPD. The focus is on dyslexia, but 
bear in mind that the most impactful CPD focuses on strategies for high quality teaching, 
which, of course, are helpful for all learners, not just those with dyslexia. 
 
CPD Made Easy – Part 1: Working memory 
read more 
 
CPD Made Easy – Part 2: Stabilisers or balance bike? Lead a scaffolding workshop 
read more 
 
CPD Made Easy – Part 3: Dyslexia Friendly Learning Environment Audit 
read more 
 
CPD Made Easy – Part 4: Spelling analysis to inform intervention (for primary staff) 
read more 
 
CPD Made Easy – Part 5: Dyslexia across the secondary curriculum 
read more 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Exciting Improvements in EasyReader 
 
 

Dolphin has released an update to EasyReader app to make your reading experience 
better - and more accessible - than ever! 
 
Now available in all major app stores, EasyReader version 12 has a host of new features 
that remove even more barriers to reading and improves the reading experience for 
people with dyslexia, vision impairments or other print disabilities. 
 

New in EasyReader  

 
 

 
 

https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/blog/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-1-working-memory/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-1-working-memory/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-2-stabilisers-or-balance-bike-lead-a-scaffolding-workshop/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-2-stabilisers-or-balance-bike-lead-a-scaffolding-workshop/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-3-dyslexia-friendly-learning-environment-audit/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-3-dyslexia-friendly-learning-environment-audit/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-4-spelling-analysis-to-inform-intervention-for-primary-staff/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-4-spelling-analysis-to-inform-intervention-for-primary-staff/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-5-dyslexia-across-the-secondary-curriculum/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/cpd-made-easy-part-5-dyslexia-across-the-secondary-curriculum/
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=988221e285&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=d2c0f8b18c&e=aa50b745dc
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Free Resources for Mainstream Schools 
  
We've created a new library of articles, downloadable 
resources and video top tips, delivered by our Clinical 
Services Team, Behaviour Specialists, and The ADHD 
Foundation Neurodiversity Charity, sharing practical advice 
and guidance to support SEN students in your school. 
 
Click Here To Access  
 

 
 

 
Share This with a Parent 
  
This summer, we're inviting parents and carers of 
neurodivergent children to our free virtual conference. 
During the day, we will be sharing practical strategies, 
exploring ADHD and burnout, autism and anxiety, self-harm 
support, and managing challenging behaviour at home. 
 
Register Here  
 
 

  
DYSLEXIA STORIES  

 
The Scientist Who Thought Differently and Won a Nobel Prize | Same 
Same But Different 
 
3½ minute video – link above 
 
As a young student with dyslexia, Dr. Phillip Sharp often felt misunderstood—until a teacher 
saw his potential. In this inspiring interview, MIT Professor and Nobel Laureate Dr Sharp sits 
down with DAS Board Director Dr Zubin Daruwalla to reflect on the challenges he faced 
growing up. He shares how his unique way of thinking led to scientific breakthroughs—and 
ultimately, the Nobel Prize. His story is a powerful reminder that learning differently can 
change the world. 
 
If you had a message to all the kids at the Dyslexia Association of Singapore, 
as someone who has literally changed the world, what would that message be to the kids? 
 
The message would be don't get discouraged.  You are different, but in many ways more 
powerful because of the difference, and just work with it and work with people, and 
ultimately you will succeed, and you have a gift.  It's very precious. 

 

https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWMxYt99XtD8N818nMg1zpF-W76My975wm1MSN4Pt_MF5nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3lSW5WQWxQ65LQx-W334gWQ7JYKfRW4M91l66LTLz0W8vQJX85cmXrnW6510h_73RVHBW30-LkW4vLPf-W294XCY5Y0s3tW5mvg648pS-YVW75_br289vkdTW3L5p2v7tLyLwN8Cb6fbwffqPW81q8Hk8RvXh1W1Cwdxq1z9KF1W6vbpnx4vvVS2V62j-y5dYnrdW8ZbNQp4K2bQQW7WqymQ6mB2GmW1q_ZdY5fzKl0N3nXcpz1Q8qSW365kJQ1TzN_7W8gKRDd8C2TTMW5xdDvJ44GT2bV4tQFn8lTmjzW2XD3NR76HBZhW4zxk596SHtncW66PyB-236GHcW3tKcrW7Cl_y1W88Yzyn1lrtzDW6XyTjK2bsnsqW5CkW5h2KZcqrW4PGsjM2d_cypW7q28Y630LhS-W2t2VBN3m5W7jW2T-N7H73CMNYW1Jwczt2K3SlNW4Yrb-R8J09CmW4qN-BJ5lXPqCW1dTVhd1q1bZwf7RsGT004
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWMxYt99XtD8N818nMg1zpF-W76My975wm1MSN4Pt_Ml5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3nVW8M-qjz98W3yWW2Yx4Zv8-PDn4N1B8VgwcFS87W7Bf9ZX2pSCm8W9g2L9J7zj79qW7cMKGC8RmztWW7zpNv97RkyvLVfRwV8134LhmVKMxd42BNdQtW8vcj4S6GXgxfW8yK_f783h45QW3x8GVg2j3m6MW8t9d-M3SqXbPW8jBPcQ54rRXVW8-NDsL9cX7tLW2hg6zG4Wh4Z9W2QYhb370__2FW2t0bb82QHhCsW7gT5S_39mc7PW8YD3cJ8zlyCqW62B5Vg1NZn1fW3KMYlS8Z92YhW4j2Jg17lkD0MW2-Y0CP5-CRH1W5ZpJCR8SyVmtN7Hx6ds8XZynW2PhHGN5YhZVXW9fgp6m2rBFblW7pL7x07ZKVmxW6rRd9Z8gYBc5W6BsdCR7hLt9QW7l4-tX7_0YWrW4rdN4w4FM8ZTW2mWNF04nW2d7W1YXSVn6mKv5PVF9NHg5YmW7yf5V7Gr204
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWMxYt99XtD8N818nMg1zpF-W76My975wm1MSN4Pt_Ml5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3nVW8M-qjz98W3yWW2Yx4Zv8-PDn4N1B8VgwcFS87W7Bf9ZX2pSCm8W9g2L9J7zj79qW7cMKGC8RmztWW7zpNv97RkyvLVfRwV8134LhmVKMxd42BNdQtW8vcj4S6GXgxfW8yK_f783h45QW3x8GVg2j3m6MW8t9d-M3SqXbPW8jBPcQ54rRXVW8-NDsL9cX7tLW2hg6zG4Wh4Z9W2QYhb370__2FW2t0bb82QHhCsW7gT5S_39mc7PW8YD3cJ8zlyCqW62B5Vg1NZn1fW3KMYlS8Z92YhW4j2Jg17lkD0MW2-Y0CP5-CRH1W5ZpJCR8SyVmtN7Hx6ds8XZynW2PhHGN5YhZVXW9fgp6m2rBFblW7pL7x07ZKVmxW6rRd9Z8gYBc5W6BsdCR7hLt9QW7l4-tX7_0YWrW4rdN4w4FM8ZTW2mWNF04nW2d7W1YXSVn6mKv5PVF9NHg5YmW7yf5V7Gr204
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzChyAG_RAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzChyAG_RAQ
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWMxYt99XtD8N818nMg1zpF-W76My975wm1MSN4Pt_MF5nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3n1W76hcyv5QbKrhW4KT4hX29RzKpW80Mjf51RJWNSW4q874B6vYycRW6SsMRt64WFYhW6TFBtz9gK3JnN5T1wdK2QS_jW7qCwfQ97mvnJW6-5k2b3nFrD2W4dFjFR1VJybhW6qB3Rs543h8dW7M2Dln6Qw-pYW8KkXN25Hfg98VdwPpl6Cfk98N7z2tg8cl-w4W4LQLMF3kjJ9HW7klYHl5VT4HWW8T-FjL5b3G3kW2j0t1R8L2Zh-W7gV4CS7PxCgQW5jSyzg7MkXycW361B2l17SWrfW3RCmhk65LwgcW62pYJx3ZctG9W4vYSR23hTvMYW2ltpvF658z6lW5jwDtG40dHsrW8X8T941kR203W9k6_y33_1-RMW4-6K3X486fLWW5td3Nv3NR2ptN2C47YxHDRX6N4n01QsCB6tgW6LvWTG5ByG3ZW6lvYbY7b1RrDW6N0VSR7nGbYJN8fff_5ywNxkN3hdPB1npfhLf57ZKgx04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWMxYt99XtD8N818nMg1zpF-W76My975wm1MSN4Pt_Nx5nXHsW8wM7ks6lZ3pjW67QTbw8DCgtSVHP_Yr8MbKb-V5lPrB1zKy7GMcGK66yCj1KW5VLL367w-SjsW1XbCRl2FWF7hW2XMt7d4nLP7sN6wS6TDC5x2zW5lS7284Qx_31W24gqXN8m4k9yN1Q2W7_D_l8NW8k9x6j4Bmg0qW863H2N3KJ_t6W2DMbbW4WNJ1NW1_MghV6sJx0nW23f4Mx61dDCpVHC3BQ8ykRk4W2mC03R5QbLgTW11jG-V2WLngBW572btw88TP59W5p8kKZ4Y4DnsW97j1WH256KqvW28yZ7x3hPyVKW2lZH2W7FC4w9W9cQtyv55JnPyW7Lk2lp1fMqKKW4tRTjt8xR9_4W5GF0gB5bWwf1N8YslGrZBmYJVrp9__7c4BcdW19xyh86kjY_pW1n3Wx01wFL34W37T9fP23YvnCW8D1t_w2S8Sv0N2llvTYJjQV8W8-zPWv6qnhYyW32c6Mq6p6jbHW69HTvJ2bQyRBW3bMtSd86NLzJW3B-pDV99RfcGW7jHW0y6LjLXFW1p7HjT1NsFd5W6M4pcM4DzSBGW42Qc6W20NY4Mf4fBYbH04
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"It’s taken me four or five drafts to put this 
together into something that makes sense. 
I've really wanted to do this since I saw your 
stories shared on linked in. I really like this 
project, I feel its empowering for our 
community.  My year 13 students have just 
left for their A level exams, so I have had a 
free morning to think and put this down." 
 

Where it began 
My mum was brought to tears teaching me to read, I remember it being a pain, childish 
frustration as the words I read out were always different to the ones expected. I’ve always 
been grateful for her dogged perseverance. Combined with Dads love of oral stories and 
history, often told with great flair to mask his own illiteracy, fostered a love of books in me 
despite my early problems. 
 
By the time I reached secondary school I was able to burn through books, often making up 
words and names in my head to gloss over the words I couldn’t pronounce. In lessons I 
always struggled with copying, often being called out for poor spelling by teachers. At this 
point I wasn’t Dyslexic, instead I was lazy, needed to use a dictionary or was not reading 
the board. 
 
The 90’s education saw dyslexia as a bit of a joke… 
...an excuse for middle-class families to explain away their children’s poor grades. For the 
working-class neurodivergents in education, we had to find our own coping mechanisms. 
Looking back, I see that many of us would end up clustered together in friendship groups of 
a mash-up of misfits whose humour, music and subcultures were just a little out of place 
with most of the school. 
 
I developed a bit of a gift of the gab, impressing the teachers I cared about (often History 
teachers) with brilliant verbal answers to make up for poorly structured paragraphs and 
mixed-up e’s and a’s. I manged to scrape into university. 
 
My essays were always a mess. I would spend weeks in the library, reading and writing 
notes. When it came to structuring words into a paragraph it felt like I was dragging shards 
of glass from my brain. I would cry with anguish as the arguments in my head would never 
show on the written page. I would watch other people type, and see sentences full of 
sense flow from their fingers. It left me Baffled. Even now I can watch people type with 
amazement. 
 
It all finally makes sense 
After a particularly painful essay a lecturer took me aside and told me that if this was the 
regular quality of my work then I should go to student support. To me this was a great insult, 
the idea that my work was soo poor that I would need help, especially when I was working 
my hardest. 
 
I decided to take up his advice when I heard that student support could arrange a free 
laptop. I figured if I could fool this lot into passing me a nice new laptop then I should go 
ahead and try this test. Within minutes of my assessment I realised I was actually deeply in 
need of support. The puzzles spun me around; the tests triggered my frustration. The only 
relief was when we moved to a verbal part of the assessment where I felt I could chat 
freely and prove I had brain. I received a diagnosis for Dyslexia. A lap was forthcoming 
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(which did help) but even more helpful was the amazing staff at Essex University student 
support. 
 
I was able to learn new coping strategies to help with my studies. I discovered many of my 
foibles like as mispronouncing words were a linguistic reflection of my Dyslexia. I began to 
mull back over on my education and felt a degree of anger that I had not been offered 
support sooner. There was also a shame, compared to other neurodivergent people I 
believed myself to be an imposter, I could read and (kind of) write, where others seemed 
to grapple with lives more than I did. 
 
It took a long time to accept my neurodivergence 
Meeting fellow travellers with Autism an ADHD helped me take ownership and strength 
from my differences. I started a job supporting children with special needs. Non-verbal 
Autistic children who taught me how much love and joy can be gained from a world 
experienced in a different way. 
 
The confidence I could give children struggling in school when I shared with them my 
Dyslexia stories. We’d joke about which letters we spell backwords, and they would often 
react with amazement when I explained that Dyslexia was about more than just spelling. 
 
Many had been diagnosed but no one had really explained to them how they worked 
differently, their short-term memory, organisation. That the letters dancing around was just 
one of what made us different. These pupils gave me the courage to become a teacher. I 
celebrated my Dyslexia during my training seeing it for the first time as assets rather than a 
hinderance. I realised I could see bigger picture patterns which people focused on smaller 
details could often miss. 
 
When I look back 
I found some of my old problems from school stinging pretty sore when some of the older 
teachers mocked my spelling mistakes on the board or in reports. This helped me embrace 
my Dyslexia further. My current school allows a much greater space for Neurodivergence. 
Now when I start with a new class, I take 10 minutes to explain my Dyslexia. A new class will 
pick out my spelling mistakes on the board, within a week they ignore them, writing the 
words correctly in their books. If they cannot spell a word I’ve misspelled, then we ask the 
best speller in the class for help. 
 
Once this did go too far, I misspelt King Cnut’s name on the board in giant letters. The 
whole class ignored the hilarious spelling mistake for the whole lesson except for one boy 
who left the class in a giggling fit. I wish the pupils had called me out on that one. 
For Dyslexic awareness weekly, I was deeply proud to be asked by my school to share my 
story with the entire school across assemblies. I now get young people walking up to me 
and telling me how they too are Dyslexic with a degree of dignity and self-respect that 
actually makes me a little envious of them. 
 
It makes me feel that Dyslexia has been accepted today as “genuine” by society. My 
neurodivergent imposter syndrome has faded, but I feel a worry as instead people with 
ADHD get the eye role that we were once were met with. Quips about overdiagnoses 
combined with a lack of understanding about ADHD persist. I hope this fades, and that for 
today’s neurodivergent children with schools today capable and willing to support so 
much more that they get to grow up with fewer barriers. 
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Kate Griggs • Made By Dyslexia 
Founder/CEO  
 
"I always felt I was a visual person." 
 
We LOVE this clip of singer, Anne-Marie, 
describing how she learned to love reading again.  
 
Being dyslexic, she explains how she preferred to watch stories, rather than read them.  
But as she got older, she fell in love with books again. And ended up writing one of her  
own - that went on to become a Sunday Times bestseller!  
 
It sounds as though Anne-Marie is a born Storyteller! In the 7 Dyslexic Thinking kids 
archetypes, Storytellers just love stories! Some love listening to them, while others love 
watching them on TV.  
 
Listen here:  https://lnkd.in/e4Hsqd8i 

 

Made By Dyslexia 

“My mom taught me that you’re not born with 
stick-to-it-iveness: you have to develop the habit 
of persevering even when you don’t want to and 
it would be easier to give up, giving up never 
happened for me.” 

We were thrilled to recently announce that 
renowned environmental activist Erin Brockovich is 
our new Global Ambassador. Erin is a proud 
supporter of our work and says that her Dyslexic 
Thinking skills helped her win the biggest 
environmental lawsuit in American history. 

In the latest edition of Hello! Erin discusses why she 
is supporting our mission to empower Dyslexic 
Thinking in every home, every workplace and 
every school, raising resilient kids and seeing Julia 
Roberts play her onscreen. 

Read the full article here: http://hellomagazine.com/.../erin-brockovich-surprising.../ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate-griggs-81797b16?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAANY0dMBUGM3wtPspzNmIaEILtmCiv4NjGM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate-griggs-81797b16?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAANY0dMBUGM3wtPspzNmIaEILtmCiv4NjGM
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/our-founder/
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/our-founder/
https://lnkd.in/e4Hsqd8i
https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkEglj5Abed6FLCj6iZLliQNHqJFdEk-b_wlAEXvySIqEd_fgYsDap_16QuJ_MmFlwZrv9k3yzOgAz4Eyby1jIL8pqO25WyujjkMuaNh8DzUl1q7E_kYxCWqkMfKyowPNclWuhKHa4bAHj6Ef30PUp1QLiGqokh-uZsaeKPv-D0IFYiI5G-zC2CYp-ZyKsx0dnl4UUztjihd6VvAHlyP57T-wqPMGXxlvVqIgioOzgHQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
http://hellomagazine.com/celebrities/826254/erin-brockovich-surprising-meeting-julia-roberts-on-set/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExd042QzdIS0hUeDhJc3cwZAEeqOciynCcXlrVFYIe-1eXBK8e-eKJFZjr1nH3Ig8QUYvwY5ttBF89iYUmvEE_aem_ERliowwR6DXFP-QRAmg3dg
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Made By Dyslexia 

  Dyslexics are dreamers. We use our Dyslexic Thinking skills to THINK BIG and see an idea 
come to life – clearly in our minds.  

Even when others don’t see the vision, or have the same belief, we persist - using our 
passion and determination to make it happen.  

Because we don’t see the world as it is, but how it could be.  

 That sort of visionary thinking led Dyslexic Thinker, Tom Vernon, a former talent scout for 
Manchester United (who reported directly to Alex Ferguson) to start a whole new kind of 
football academy. 100% scholarship, fully residential, that aimed to create world-class 
players and give them an Ivy-League education, from Ghana, Ivory Coast, Egypt, America, 
Mexico and Scandinavia.  

Because everyone has a Right To Dream!  

 

Tune in to hear how his Dyslexic Thinking helped him do things differently in football, and 
how he went on to create 100s of world-class players, who lit up the Premier League and 
played in the World Cup.  
 

 Listen to Tom’s full episode on Apple, Spotify or Amazon: https://apple.co/3P2uX6m. 
 Or watch it here: bit.ly/3DuQbXQ  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVwTbhhk5pUpJUiiYSlXKYk5jcYPrd_DoGNsAbAA4MI3D9GbhlMiH2bVteqV0LVIOFh1l7QeqGlQfXVxF2e8O007MzIfCEvyaAleJ-RVrkKh_7BY5_FvhdV7Sl_wndYWjNCu55BcoD7mJ2Wzo0XdEHgqFz85R8U4ZfVzkUBc78twVpHLXO0gN_9nh3N6L_dNBtxqsplEHkxBgrbfI6lTHNfvzP8-hCrhPboYhdixTlbfQtoPbA3nJ5tdwDWmoXf6-4&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fapple.co%2F3P2uX6m&h=AT11OgBB3smwlkkYTQETH9I7MU5McvnzIW5CcFuYnp8sXMk6SvsIyjXliMpm5pwoy17jq8qTir3BRVUM5KwKeiZsV9NYsevF6YW-5ZBtpxwdgfRS5pJaiOaI09-9l5rMuZwpNTcdsiCzUByc5EgAQP0dQANPEQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Opa41xApgDwAS6dPCvQUmecHSicw6Zaf7-5CcrpaaUoXYV2770xbySSqv0IggbbJqzPr4LY9SAx4QkzAdk_IevKCyAPRSinWR2IaEym61mJdO36TKu3aOF2Vhlz-wVSgG41vJMZSbSfwVADIJzZYq_0uL5AYdmD9FPXFd5Tx8uk-YhUFdfpC_WE76_SixWPAbWZfHaf5QVG6guOUoUP7Vr_hXLpel22mSQadTYY1sLsnfXzA8ZyR_jOQM_J8aicBSqWU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3DuQbXQ%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExd042QzdIS0hUeDhJc3cwZAEeh9ygl3I5x7EJd_y3ql2tBbC_HA6XozbQq6BRLVPxqLXpyXbKgyrsNejLZVs_aem_S1tYC965FWNLkDDcR39DLQ&h=AT327FjgU3l3vAOzpAVw43DVm-td96fuNLJU0vlQnoZQyngBjInguFh-X0AHm_6bEMzWX8EzwNLd-YsdjMuCMvCY1VSxlYEhSKufKnjpB6Q7Sm-la6PNA5FPN0AyuC0YvEWuAPQwEpG7YCOZOQnvmxT1aZ-i0w&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Opa41xApgDwAS6dPCvQUmecHSicw6Zaf7-5CcrpaaUoXYV2770xbySSqv0IggbbJqzPr4LY9SAx4QkzAdk_IevKCyAPRSinWR2IaEym61mJdO36TKu3aOF2Vhlz-wVSgG41vJMZSbSfwVADIJzZYq_0uL5AYdmD9FPXFd5Tx8uk-YhUFdfpC_WE76_SixWPAbWZfHaf5QVG6guOUoUP7Vr_hXLpel22mSQadTYY1sLsnfXzA8ZyR_jOQM_J8aicBSqWU
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Countryfile star Matt Baker reveals 
'terror' in hidden dyslexia battle ahead 
of new show - The Mirror 
 
Laura Carreno-Müller  27 May 2025 
 
Fronting a new show honouring Brits, Matt Baker 
has opened up about his journey with dyslexia 
and admitted the condition sometimes left him in 
challenging situations 
 
While he's now at ease with his dyslexia, Matt Baker still remembers a more difficult time in 
his life, when his condition triggered dread more than empowerment. 
 
Matt Baker is no stranger to an adventure. From vaulting over obstacles on Blue Peter to 
delving into topical discussions on The One Show and traversing landscapes in Countryfile, 
he’s become a staple of British television - equal parts charm, grit and gumboots. 
 
Now, at 47, the presenter returns to our screens with Matt Baker’s British Isles on More4 - a 
four-part love letter to the UK’s landscapes and, more importantly, the people who shape 
them. 
 
When he’s not on the road filming, Matt’s life is slower-paced, grounded in the routines of 
the farm life he shares with his wife Nicola and their two children, Luke and Molly. 
 
The family now lives in Hertfordshire, but in 2021, they moved to the Durham Dales to help 
his mother, Janice, tend to the family farm during the pandemic. 
 
It’s a rhythm he’s kept up - returning to embrace rural life in all its muddy, windswept glory. 
“There’s nothing quite like taking the dogs out, seeing the sheep and doing some DIY,” 
Matt says. “I love building things and getting messy.” 
 
And Matt doesn’t mean the odd shelf or cupboard. From sheds to patios to entire barns - 
he’s tackled it all. “Right now, I’m building a pathway and some gardening beds,” he says, 
“I have loads of projects. Some are still resting. Growing up on a farm teaches you these 
things.” 
 
For Matt, there’s another comfort in working with his hands. “I’m very practical because I’m 
dyslexic,” he says, “Reading isn’t really my thing. I prefer making things and painting.” 
 
His diagnosis has shaped not only how he learns, but also how he connects. “I don’t know 
what it’s like to not have dyslexia,” he says. “When I was younger, I’ve never been more 
terrified than I was when asked to read aloud.” 
 
But he’s learned to live with his condition wholeheartedly. Even now, working on TV can 
throw curveballs. “When somebody throws a name in front of you on live TV, you have to 
read it,” he says, “But I just read what I think it says and hit it with confidence.” 
 
Matt’s outlook is refreshingly grounded and inspiring. “I wouldn’t change a thing,” he says. 
“Being neurodivergent means you think differently. You keep telling yourself, ‘I’m ready for 
this. And you can. Dyslexia has taught me you can achieve anything.” 
 
Full story (more about his programme) at Countryfile star Matt Baker reveals 'terror' in 
hidden dyslexia battle ahead of new show - The Mirror 

 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/exclusive-matt-baker-terror-dyslexia-35271215?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/exclusive-matt-baker-terror-dyslexia-35271215?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/exclusive-matt-baker-terror-dyslexia-35271215?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
https://www.mirror.co.uk/authors/laura-carreno/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/matt-baker
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/the-one-show
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/countryfile
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/channel-4
https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/inside-countryfile-star-matt-bakers-32470417
https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/countryfiles-matt-baker-shares-heartfelt-33516284
https://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/matt-baker-recalls-worst-period-30626549
https://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/teamdogs
https://www.mirror.co.uk/lifestyle/gardening/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/health/countryfiles-matt-baker-announces-dyslexia-34277376
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/health/countryfiles-matt-baker-announces-dyslexia-34277376
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/exclusive-matt-baker-terror-dyslexia-35271215?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
https://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/exclusive-matt-baker-terror-dyslexia-35271215?int_source=amp_continue_reading&int_medium=amp&int_campaign=continue_reading_button#amp-readmore-target
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How Idris Elba is acting on the need for assistive tech 
for dyslexia 
By Madeline Bennett January 13, 2025 
 
The actor used his own experience of dyslexia to co-develop a 
script-reading app, highlighting the need for more workplace 
support for neurodiversity 
 
Idris Elba might be better known for playing brilliant yet unconventional detective Luther, 
DJ-ing sets from Glastonbury to Ibiza superclubs, and constantly touted as 'the first Black 
James Bond'. Now, he can add tech entrepreneur to that long list of credits with the launch 
of a smartphone app. 
 
Working in the film and TV industry might be a dream job for many, but for people with 
dyslexia, getting their big break comes with an additional challenge. The ability to read 
scripts and learn lines is a core skill for any aspiring actor or director, but it’s one where 
dyslexics require extra support. 
 
Elba acknowledges that reading scripts is tough for him. Too often, he has had the painful 
experience of sitting in a traffic jam, listening to scripts with Voice Over, hearing the 
watermarks, page numbers and headers being read on every page, all in the same voice.  
He notes:  I was desperate for an app that could read me scripts in a simple easy way, 
dumping all the stuff I didn’t need to hear and getting me into the story. 
 
It's a similar story for Stefan Schwartz - a fellow dyslexic who Elba worked with on Luther - as 
a freelance director he often has a pile of scripts. He’s often dreamed of an app that 
would read them to him automatically, making use of his time commuting or sat on a 
plane. 
 
So Schwartz and Elba teamed up with AI engineer Manon Dave to create Talking Scripts, 
an app that lets people read and rehearse scripts in a hands-free, accessible way. 
 
How does it work? 
 
Users can import any PDF script into the app, which then automatically analyses it to 
ascertain all the character names. The app will then identify the four main characters 
based on dialogue volume and assign them unique voices from its built-in database. 
 
Talking Scripts will then read the script aloud, disposing of unnecessary elements like 
headers and watermarks, and letting users adjust the pace, pitch and character 
assignments. Creatives on shows including The Walking Dead and The Boys have already 
made use of the app, which is currently available on iOS. 
 
Dave says the goal was to develop a streamlined, user-friendly tool that makes script 
reading a simple and accessible experience, leaving dyslexic creatives to focus on their 
craft. 
 
Apps like this could also go some way to helping creative industries address issues around 
diversity and inclusion. According to the Writers Guild of America West Screen Inclusion 
Report, just 0.5% of screenwriters identify as disabled; this compares to 26% of the US 
population in general. Dave notes:  Talking Scripts is designed to ensure that those 
individuals that can often be overlooked by the industry receive the support and 
consideration they deserve. 
 
Read on about more apps at How Idris Elba is acting on the need for assistive tech for 
dyslexia 

https://diginomica.com/how-idris-elba-acting-need-assistive-tech-dyslexia
https://diginomica.com/how-idris-elba-acting-need-assistive-tech-dyslexia
https://diginomica.com/author/madeline-bennett
https://www.wga.org/uploadedfiles/the-guild/inclusion-and-equity/2021_Screen_Inclusion_Report.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.wga.org/uploadedfiles/the-guild/inclusion-and-equity/2021_Screen_Inclusion_Report.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://diginomica.com/how-idris-elba-acting-need-assistive-tech-dyslexia
https://diginomica.com/how-idris-elba-acting-need-assistive-tech-dyslexia
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And finally . . .  
  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline Fowke    
 
Caroline Fowke 
Volunteer Administrator & Helpliner 
Wiltshire Dyslexia Association 
 

 
Wiltshire Dyslexia Association 
 

 
 
Admin:  01249 655489 
caroline.fowke@btinternet.com  
 
Helpline:  07394 617917 
wdahelpline@gmail.com  
  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WiltsDA/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV-cCkWxUgvq4FSz1TWqbxO61R-OtEJxUi04tSqk0y_elORt_vDjye-HYq-fK4EJsVCCDWDxKgDHLxPQBdoET_VU_5aPUplw9swGK1gviskw8m24RNhqu93C2qkJefZkTdIwiBprIAHNH9OyzjWwrUH78dtXRvRsiyftbsN8THMaKMZRb9ZuF6Np8YGK_dVKFoo0Fd5HTmYsyH4FhQBPMHIz4eFE8flDXDNu1c8Dtgx7w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
mailto:caroline.fowke@btinternet.com
mailto:wdahelpline@gmail.com

