
1 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Page  

1 Wiltshire News & Events 
8 National News & Comment 

15 BDA news 
18 More Events & Recordings 
27 Resources & Offers 
40 Choosing a Dyslexia Friendly School 
44 Dyslexia Stories 
48 . . . and finally 

 

WILTSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS 
 
FREE! 
DYSLEXIA FRIENDLY TEACHING TRAINING  
Friday 2nd October 2026 
Devizes Town Hall – Assembly Room  
9.30am – 3.30pm 

Invitation to Teachers and TAs: 
Booking is now available at 

Dyslexia And Literacy Difficulties 
 

We are supporting schools with another FREE face-to-face dyslexia training day,  
by funding the venue in Devizes. 

 
This course will explain the needs associated with dyslexia and literacy difficulties and 
ways to support and will cover: 
 

• What is dyslexia – latest research and theories, including the Delphi definition (2025) 
• How to identify signs of dyslexia 
• Adaptive teaching and classroom strategies to support dyslexia 
• Principles of evidence-based interventions 

 
By the end of the session delegates will: 
 

• have developed their understanding of the current dyslexia definitions 
• be able to identify signs of dyslexia 
• have learnt about strategies and ideas to support pupils in this area 

 
The WDA will provide refreshments.  
 
Please bring your own packed lunch - or there are a number of cafes and shops close by. 
Pay and display long stay parking is available in Station Road car park (SN10 1BZ) - a short 
5-minute walk from the Town Hall:  https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parking-devizes 
 

WDA Newsletter 2026 
 Issue 5 – July/August 

https://rightchoice.wiltshire.gov.uk/Event/301441
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parking-devizes
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The Universal Classroom:  
A New Free Screening Tool for Year 1 Teachers 

 

Please take part! 
 

The Universal Classroom project is an initiative co-produced with Aston University, 
University College London and staff from primary schools across England. 
 
The project introduces a free Universal Screening Tool for Year One pupils, which will 
provide a high-level profile of every child’s cognitive strengths and challenges, covering 
key skills including phonological skills, language, attention and working memory, 
regardless of whether they have a formal diagnosis. It will also include the 
accompanying Universal Classroom Toolbox, so that teachers can access evidence-
based strategies tailored to these profiles immediately, ensuring inclusive support is a 
standard feature of our mainstream teaching. 
 
The aim is that The Universal Classroom will be freely available to all schools by the end of 
the year. We are currently working with a number of schools in Wiltshire to pilot the 
screener and invite schools to take part. 

 
Find out more and hear from Professor Joel Talcott 

 
Find out more about the project and register your interest 

 
 
 
 
Please visit the Wiltshire Family Hubs 
website here for view/download the  
most recent newsletter. 
 

Local Offer team drop in sessions 
 
Please come along and meet us at the Family Hub in Trowbridge. 
 
Starting from 8 June, we will be at County Hall, Atrium, on the second Monday of each 
month, from 1pm to 4.30pm, excluding bank holidays. 
 
We are happy to help you find information from across the SEND Local Offer on the 
Wiltshire Council website.  If we cannot answer your question on the day, we will do our 
best to point you in the right direction. 
 
If you would like support with the new Inclusive Wiltshire scheme, we will also be on hand 
alongside the regular Family Hubs Navigators to help guide you through the application. 
 
Family Hubs Navigators are also out in communities across Wiltshire on weekdays.  
You can find their locations here: Family Navigator Locations - Wiltshire Family Hubs. 
 

 
 

https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=571aa9efd9&e=bbfc5cb4e7
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=42b4e5fcad&e=bbfc5cb4e7
https://ymlpmail1.net/804d6yswwwataeqmyhalauqysafawse/click.php
https://us.list-manage.com/GGd4kHEWC3d?e=bbfc5cb4e7&c2id=59062b6c959775c32f34fdc57aa8ef46
https://us.list-manage.com/9rftNpiAHJ8?e=bbfc5cb4e7&c2id=59062b6c959775c32f34fdc57aa8ef46
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Discover what's new on the Local Offer website 
 

The Local Offer website has been updated and pages added to make it easier to 
find what you need. 
 
Recent updates include:  

• Post-16 education course information 
• Redesigned social care pages for both children and adults 
• A new Inclusive Wiltshire scheme portal and supporting information 

 
Includes the following: 
Dyslexia in Wiltshire - Wiltshire Council 
Dyslexia Friendly Schools - Wiltshire Council  
Assistive Technology (AT) - Wiltshire Council 
SEND educational resources - Wiltshire Council 
 
And more...  see What's new - Wiltshire Council  
 

Local Offer Team Drop in Sessions 
 
Please come along and meet the Local Offer team at the Family Hub in Trowbridge. 
 
Starting from Monday 8th June, they will be at County Hall, Atrium, on the second Monday  
of each month, from 1:00pm to 4:30pm, excluding bank holidays. 
 
They are happy to help you find information from across the SEND Local Offer on the 
Wiltshire Council website. If they cannot answer your question on the day, they will do their 
best to point you in the right direction. 
 
If you would like support with the new Inclusive Wiltshire scheme, they will also be on hand 
alongside the regular Family Hubs Navigators to help guide you through the application. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Devizes SEND Parent Carer 
Walking Group run gentle, 
friendly walks for SEND parent 
carers in the Devizes area.  
 
The aim is to offer a bit of 
fresh air, connection, and a 
supportive space for anyone 
who needs it.  There’s no 
pressure and no expectations 
- just a chance to meet 
others who understand the 
challenges of caring. 
 
The upcoming walk date is:  
Wednesday 5th August  
- 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
 
Meet at Greggs Garden Industrial Estate - then walk a loop around Quakers Walk and back. 
 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/10241/Dyslexia-in-Wiltshire
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/dyslexia-friendly-schools
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/assistive-technology
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/SEND-educational-resources
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/whats-new
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Sign Up To The WPCC Newsletter 
 
WPCC newsletters are sent out weekly and share local, regional and 
national Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) related 
information.   
 

Find more information about the newsletter and signing up here. 
Read previous newsletters here. 
 
 
Try the WPCC’s New Talking Newsletter 
 
We know that everyone prefers to access information in different ways, so the WPCC is trialling a 
new Talking Newsletter. It is not designed to cover all the information in detail, but instead provide 
a broad overview of the articles, updates and information featured in last week's newsletter in an 
engaging video format. This trial talking newsletter lasts around 7 minutes. It's designed to help 
parent carers quickly catch up on the key points and decide which topics they would like to explore 
in more detail.  You can then visit the newsletter on our website or your inbox to read specific 
items in more detail. 
 
Click HERE to watch and listen to our talking newsletter. 
 
We'd love to hear how you found our trial talking newsletter. Did you find it useful? Would you like 
us to continue offering it in future? 
 
Please tell us by clicking this link and sharing your feedback (just one tick-box question to 
answer). 
 
Your views will help us to know if this is something families would like to have on a regular basis. 
 
 
Inclusive Wiltshire webinar recording 
 
Thanks to everyone who came along to our Inclusive 
Wiltshire webinar in June, we hope you found it 
informative.  If you couldn't make it, the webinar is 
available to watch in full on our YouTube channel: 
Find out more about Inclusive Wiltshire  
 
 
DfE Sets out How it Expects Schools to Run SEND Inclusion Bases 
 
As part of the Government’s programme to strengthen inclusive mainstream education, the 
following guidance and documents from the DfE were published on Thursday 25th June 2026: 
  

• Inclusive Education Estates Guidance - Inclusive Education Estates: This document 
offers practical guidance on adapting buildings and outdoor spaces using 10 core 
elements of inclusive design, such as acoustics, lighting, and "access to nature," to 
support all pupils. 

  
• Inclusive Mainstream Fund Guidance - Inclusive Mainstream Fund (IMF): This 

guidance explains how schools should manage over £500 million per year in funding to 
strengthen inclusion through whole-school approaches and early intervention. It requires 
schools to publish an inclusion strategy by Thursday 31 December 2026, aligned with 
seven core principles. 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/1wEKJ7TCcDw?e=8fa87c50a4&c2id=7d5b868e421153c0469391c9755f4a1b
https://us.list-manage.com/18YpsHk2lsB?e=8fa87c50a4&c2id=7d5b868e421153c0469391c9755f4a1b
https://ymlps1.com/8fb7ayubmeazaeqjshafahwwacawse/click.php
https://ymlps1.com/9634ayubmmaoaeqjshavahwwagawse/click.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSCfS3CCKBY
https://us.list-manage.com/YVcrJaXZ46h?e=bbfc5cb4e7&c2id=373925d766f62c08cdba1c4e3d5e48a4
https://ymlps1.com/3f078yubeqapaeqjshaiahwwaxawse/click.php
https://ymlps1.com/55acfyubeyagaeqjshakahwwanawse/click.php
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• Inclusion Bases Guidance - Inclusion Bases in Schools: This document provides a 

framework for "inclusion bases"; provisions within mainstream settings (formerly known as 
SEN units or resourced provision) that support pupils with additional needs while keeping 
them part of the mainstream community. It details six principles of effective practice, 
ranging from curriculum design to physical environment. 

  
These documents have been produced primarily for school leaders, local authorities, and those 
involved in planning, managing, maintaining and delivering mainstream education estates.  
We understand that a parent factsheet will be published shortly. 
  
While we wait for the publication of information for parent carers, the WPCC has created a short 
video that aims to give an accessible overview of the key elements of these three new documents 
and what they are likely to mean for children, young people and their families.  
 
You can watch our short video HERE. 
 

 
AVAILABLE NOW: WPCC SEND SUMMER HOLIDAY ACTIVITY GUIDE 2026 

 
The WPCC’s SEND Summer Holiday Activity Guide is available now! 

You can download a copy for free HERE or view it as an online interactive booklet HERE 
 

 
 

 
 

Through tiered memberships, schools can borrow a wide range of high quality, curriculum 
aligned resources, reducing costs while enriching curriculum delivery. 
 
Resources include books, e books, multimedia, artefacts, technology and early years 
collections, all carefully curated to engage learners and support diverse needs.  
 
Take a look at how the team can support your school on Right Choice: 
https://orlo.uk/RyWna 
 

https://ymlps1.com/07028yubmsaaaeqjshaxahwwavawse/click.php
https://ymlps1.com/8e13ayubmuavaeqjshaaahwwafawse/click.php
https://ymlps1.com/9f259yuwwhapaeqjswavauhmsanawse/click.php
https://ymlps1.com/3c4e0yuwwwaiaeqjswapauhmsavawse/click.php
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Forlo.uk%2FRyWna%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRllEQXI4MnJZcHlOVDQ3WHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5TT8zJJXYzYe3-e_RS-Jeb_dXSEcsKz9yG4GdDurXimBnDQOCVQ323qWJ69Q_aem_0rXQTKl8mu9NrGHX9GdZdg&h=AUAg52qziLKAu6m-CCFkjYBrku0cOxeGlzmwhas2G-PX9EyJZkM7Dx_ZiNJzWfi9ajJe5dsVHNNiq8xOIH8wr8OosXL5uuwvxIP2SeL7Endzvt1UUt9yI1dUuXXOLZ4lq0I3XME7gVWg8M3s1vC3qcSVjN2j_g&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AUDbnMK9U_Ci5RrPsggh3nXsMJLDCYQBvfcwCfxrjTgk-gA4NOcw9u0x5XJMWl8MhOXOCDu2LHD1O6PKW_Tow-ragtBvBiNiMBLJOSZEXR6g15ANM-n_GIQZ_7l1rx1tEV9wQxju9FHCXAp8BF_7FJ8J3Wg7TJjrcA4om836qnnrFSZc3HgbjroyfNk7TXJIdj5f_xDvlk-OQhlSo2qI37KBJd-_vTJw-Q2XF8AnnMcBL9W6VfiiRqI
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Wiltshire based ‘Succeed With Dyslexia’ is the goodwill, 
awareness-raising arm created and funded by Scanning Pens. 

 

 

 
 

Website at Dyslexia Home for information, articles, research . . .  
 

The relationship between the two organisations is direct and formal.  Scanning Pens’ 
co-founders, Jack Churchill and Toby Sutton, established Succeed With Dyslexia as a 
goodwill organisation to promote dyslexia awareness, share positive stories, and support the 
global dyslexia community. This is explicitly stated in reporting about Scanning Pens’ work: 
 
Scanning Pens’ founders explain that “The success of Scanning Pens has allowed us to 
establish a goodwill organisation, Succeed With Dyslexia, which has made a reality of our 
wish to spread awareness around dyslexia through positive stories within this often-forgotten 
community.”  
 
What this means in practice: 
 

• Scanning Pens is the EdTech company producing text-to-speech reading pens and 
assistive technology for dyslexic learners. 
 

• Succeed With Dyslexia is their awareness, advocacy, and community-engagement 
initiative, running campaigns, events, and resources to promote understanding of 
dyslexia worldwide. 

 
 

 
 

 

Schools . . . please check out further training opportunities at 
SSENS Training Courses | Right Choice 

including the short training videos on using assistive technology to support learners: 
Assistive Technology Skills Toolbox (Pre-recorded) | Right Choice 

 
 

https://www.succeedwithdyslexia.org/
https://rightchoice.wiltshire.gov.uk/Page/37990
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=91f324e1b1&e=bbfc5cb4e7
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Wiltshire Libraries are once again running their Summer Reading Challenge during the 
summer holiday!  
 
This year's theme is "Read to the Beat", celebrating the connection between stories, music 
and creativity. The challenge runs from 4 July to 5 September 2026 and is free to join at any 
Wiltshire library. 
 
Children can: 
 
• Sign up for free at their local library. 
• Set their own reading goals. 
• Read library books, books from home, eBooks, audiobooks or eAudiobooks. 
• Collect stickers and rewards throughout the summer. 
• Receive a certificate and medal on completion. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to encourage reading for pleasure over the summer break and 
is accessible for many, including those who prefer audiobooks or shared reading 
experiences. 
 

Full details at Library-zone | Summer Reading Challenge 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQjRFS0d0Q1FITndsUTdRUHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5GA_59BWn9EyuGcP-XFemsab432-mIaCSHCGTElC2b4OXKPBMed0YpAre7cQ_aem_HQwL3fcUtD3to6M8CUssGg
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NATIONAL NEWS & COMMENT 
 

Protect legal right to support for children with SEND 
 
The Government has responded to the above petition. 
 
Click this link to view the response online: 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/764268?reveal_response=yes#response 
 
The Petitions Committee will take a look at this petition and its response.   
They can press the government for action and gather evidence.   
If this petition reaches 100,000 signatures, the Committee will consider it for a debate. 
 
The Committee is made up of 11 MPs, from political parties in government and in opposition. 
It is entirely independent of the Government.  Find out more about the Committee: 
https://petition.parliament.uk/help#the-petitions-committee 
 
The Petitions Team 
House of Commons 
 
 

 
             Inclusion bases in school guidance 
 
 

The Department for Education has published new guidance on inclusion bases within 
mainstream settings for children and young people with additional needs. 
 
Our legal team is currently reviewing the guidance, and we will update our website and 
resources as necessary in due course. 
 
In the meantime, you can find the new guidance online. 
 

 
 

 
Neurodiversity 101:  
Prof. Amanda Kirby MBBS MRCGP PhD FCGI 

 
Read articles in full by clicking on these title headings: 
 
How do we know what success looks like?  

Numbers and What They Really Mean..... Who Gets Counted? Who Gets Left Out? 
School exclusion: the costs we don’t calculate...  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/764268
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/764268?reveal_response=yes#response
https://petition.parliament.uk/help#the-petitions-committee
https://us.list-manage.com/s6BLd4AvHOn?e=06ab887a87&c2id=7f4e67beb1cc06ff42a1dd7ae448f514
https://us.list-manage.com/XYdSbCGh2Ee?e=06ab887a87&c2id=7f4e67beb1cc06ff42a1dd7ae448f514
https://www.linkedin.com/in/profamandakirby?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAL2FbMBr58UQ6h9dgnNSfdU9z1VGWb3nIA
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/neurodiversity-101-how-do-we-know-what-success-looks-prof-amanda-zsque/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/neurodiversity-101-numbers-what-really-mean-who-gets-prof-amanda-ff9le/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/neurodiversity-101school-exclusion-costs-we-dont-prof-amanda-yzzqf/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/profamandakirby/
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New research from National Literacy Trust  
shows that children and young people are enjoying reading more and reading more often 
every day, after hitting a 20-year low. That said, reading enjoyment is still pretty low, which is 
worrying. 
 
The National Year of Reading invites everyone to 'Go All In' 
on their passions through reading. Whatever you're into – 
gaming, fashion, football, music, baking – read into it! 
 
Read the full report: https://loom.ly/Cy1wtWM 
Join the campaign: https://loom.ly/DOkBySY 
 
Children and young people's reading in 2026 
 
This report presents the latest findings from our Annual Literacy Survey on children and 
young people’s reading enjoyment, frequency and experiences in 2026. It draws on 
responses from 125,375 children and young people aged 5 to 18 from 479 schools across the 
UK. 
 
After several years of decline, the findings show a small increase in both reading enjoyment 
and daily reading. However, increases were not experienced equally, with ongoing 
differences by age, gender and socio-economic background, and should be considered 
within the context of a longer-term downward trend. 
 
Importantly, the research shows that many children and young people still engage with 
reading even when enjoyment is low, acknowledging its benefits for learning, wellbeing and 
understanding oneself and others. 
 
Key findings 
 
Reading enjoyment rose in 2026 after four years of decline 
 

• More than 1 in 3 (36.1%) children and young people said they enjoyed reading in 
their free time, up from 32.7% in 2025.  This is the first increase in reading enjoyment 
since 2021. 

• Enjoyment increased for both boys and girls and across all age groups, with the 
largest rises in those aged 14 to 16 and 16 to 18. 

• Among children aged 5 to 8, enjoyment remained high overall but fell slightly from 
62.6% in 2025 to 61.6% in 2026, driven by a decrease in boys’ enjoyment levels. 

• Socio-economic inequalities widened, with enjoyment rising more among those not 
receiving free school meals (FSMs) than among those who did. 

 
Daily reading also increased slightly in 2026 
 

• In 2026, 1 in 5 (20.3%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said they read daily in 
their free time, up from 18.7% in 2025.  This marks the first increase in daily reading 
since 2023, although levels remain below earlier years. 

• Daily reading increased across all age groups, particularly among those aged 14 to 
16 and 16 to 18. 

• Among children aged 5 to 8, daily reading rose slightly to 45.5%, driven by increased 
daily reading in girls. 

https://www.facebook.com/nationalliteracytrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYNw96NVRE5bqaAurvcZbV9oiAuxNFw7_5fIvNcUmz208xxyEw4_36WgVqKCzt4kH9mlkDflwlkVQxZDGPhPPPOEYv1yiiczGxwpWM2ZLwcqCiLAKSEnqOEAVaRWI7JZh_z5XB11v4ebzEcJOoL0S04Won-wnIXvrMFWXFLEJxEqBfjg_JRZu9zzLrD7RNbh_c6PtU7KFqE17ljWtjGbUWh&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Floom.ly%2FCy1wtWM%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRllEQXI4MnJZcHlOVDQ3WHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6PooRTB29jlZ58Jh6mJfhNLy62aReYJIdlwuyrSpYwYTWKiIwWRespZTSDOQ_aem_CQw2K69eFIEBVLzRHHs2pw&h=AUAbDvuliU54TDlfuOSV0nY75bN272s1bx5SDt2zVG893-3ZcnuDgDQXAOrrLWgzkU4hQ6CQNgyfZ3_KfWFI_MAIAWByaS9vKHSbKGm_ibiOsOLZfcHQ4Jd07W5E11RcwpYS3VutVEJehIngcbiBZQ81rg84-w&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUAtgXaXNSIgXnpwsoVcYdaIHGoD0geif4KnpUtgX_4Zzyj_qeXj9E1uqGFYXU-SYlPjb_dgbD8Crx_cpCDBiEAnJnf3l_2SfY3dA6Jle6BR6zDRwjHAC8HhzUcUNNiPVh2c4yYdmq-1NL4fNTSqSr0D6kFoAUyVps8tG2xiSWiDuM7qo3uhKgJGBN_8oOjZJ7RJJzSFc6i3ON7bbtARRMiv5CUES5VliUqWNQshts5-
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Floom.ly%2FDOkBySY%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRllEQXI4MnJZcHlOVDQ3WHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5TbXgpfhBsIRVkXFjIKjwXgsQ2arRg7z-HRvqLo_FpTfYA_IuqGVIwJbMHuw_aem_rr5Dz6pIK3WaTjYmnMIuCA&h=AUCy4W-KCpS1_oMwKG5-pbR5knWCSIGs22IsDcZGkjLg5LAayK8svMeNHYSpsVrlRUoqZv971bFStfSizpPubxj0poHQk_MZhr0F9ZknGM6wohy4prIAC6PqWiDilFuc3AXKrzrqxzF3UgfZzsbgrrcKShZBNQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUAtgXaXNSIgXnpwsoVcYdaIHGoD0geif4KnpUtgX_4Zzyj_qeXj9E1uqGFYXU-SYlPjb_dgbD8Crx_cpCDBiEAnJnf3l_2SfY3dA6Jle6BR6zDRwjHAC8HhzUcUNNiPVh2c4yYdmq-1NL4fNTSqSr0D6kFoAUyVps8tG2xiSWiDuM7qo3uhKgJGBN_8oOjZJ7RJJzSFc6i3ON7bbtARRMiv5CUES5VliUqWNQshts5-
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• As with reading enjoyment, socio-economic gaps in daily reading widened in 2026, 
with daily reading increasing more among those not receiving FSMs than those who 
did. 

 
Reading still matters even when enjoyment is low 
 

• More children and young people who enjoyed reading read daily than those who 
did not enjoy reading (49.8% vs 4.5%). The relationship became stronger with age, 
with reading enjoyment and frequency more closely aligned among older age 
groups. 

• Children and young people who enjoyed reading and read daily were most likely to 
say that reading supported their learning, relaxation and wellbeing, as well as helping 
them to understanding themselves and others. 

• However, many of those who did not enjoy reading were still reading regularly, with 
more than 3 in 5 reading at least once a month (62.3%) and feeling that reading 
supported their learning and understanding in particular. 

 
As the National Year of Reading continues, these findings offer both encouragement and a 
clear reminder that progress cannot be taken for granted. The small rise in reading 
enjoyment and daily reading is welcome, but inequalities remain, and many children and 
young people are still at risk of disengaging from reading. Findings also emphasise not only 
the importance of enjoyment, but of exploring the wider reasons why reading may matter in 
children and young people’s lives. 
 
 

 
 

Numerous new articles at:   
Special Needs Jungle - News, resources & informed opinion about Special 
Educational Needs . . .  
 

 
KS2 GPS SATs 2026: analysis from Sophie B | LbQ | LbQ Primary 

 
 
Sophie Bartlett returns with her 
incomparable analysis of the KS2 SATs GPS 
papers for 2026. Expect the fine-tooth-
comb analysis we know and love, her 
verdict on sneaky preposition questions 
and even some correct spelling 
predictions (you could say she had a 
‘crystal’ ball for this year’s paper!)  
 
 

 
If you’re after a complete guide to SATs, including when results are released, check out 
the Ultimate guide to KS2 SATs.  

 
 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/
https://primary.lbq.org/hub/ks2-gps-sats-papers-analysis-2026?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=paid-social&utm_campaign=LbQ+%7C+SATs+Analysis+Blogs&utm_content=GPS&utm_id=52552835054445&utm_term=52552848477645&fbclid=IwY2xjawSzAZZleHRuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQAAC_Uwc3F3XNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5PSOljHJnjWk4gvRtFfXCiGY6tO1U2ogDkCOiWfzno_RXXQ2enVb0ARubdqg_aem_9HqfvJCu9EBHwZgYF-LFUw
https://primary.lbq.org/hub/ks2-sats-guide
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  NeuroConverse 
 

We are thrilled to announce that the latest edition of NeuroConverse is now 
available to download and read! 
 
The contributions in this issue show that neurodiversity cannot be separated from cultural 
context. They show how understanding grows through stories shared across borders, how 
educational technologies must be shaped by the communities they serve, and how 
international exchange can challenge assumptions about support, participation, and 
choice. 
 
Natasha Taylor, Dr Kim Percy, Sarune Savickaite, PhD, Penelope Laycock, and Jess Carroll 
provide a beautiful and thought-provoking piece on "Learning With One Another: 
Storytelling, Community, and the Co-Creation of Neuroaffirming Educational Practice".  
 
Dr. Doreen N. Myrie, Joana Idakwo, Joann Anokwuru PhD, Sigamoney Manicka Naicker, 
Carolina Kudesey, Annie Tamara Chizengo -Thawani, PhD, and Esohe Egiebor Ph.D give us a 
stunning piece of research on "AI and Inclusive Education in the African Context: Navigating 
Digital Divide Gaps, Building Equitable Futures".  And our very own Dr Helen Ross introduces it 
all with a challenging and provocative essay on her international experiences with the 
Churchill Fellowship: "Perspectives on the (lack of) choices we afford our children and 
young people". 
 
Running through all of these is a commitment to the recognition that no single institution, 
discipline, or culture possesses a monopoly on how neurodiversity is understood – especially 
in a time when both the UK (through an academic study associated with hashtag#SASC 
(the SpLD Assessment Standards Committee) and the US-based International Dyslexia 
Association have updated their own definitions of dyslexia to fit their own groups’ aims and 
purposes. 
 
In this sense, the theme of this issue is not simply neurodiversity, but neurodiversity both in 
and as dialogue: dialogue between individuals, between cultures, between communities, 
between histories, between local and global perspectives, and between different ways of 
knowing. It reminds us that the future of neuroaffirming practice depends not only on 
understanding need, but on understanding the cultural worlds in which those needs are 
understood, positioned, and lived. 
 

https://neuroconverse.org/index.php/journal 
 

 
Succeed With Dyslexia 
 
Ever feel like information just… disappears? ������ 
 

For many people with dyslexia, that’s the reality of working 
memory challenges, especially in fast-paced environments. 
 
When we recognise this, we move from frustration to 
understanding, and how we show up shifts too. 
 
That’s where real change begins. 
 
Because understanding leads to action - read more on our blog: https://lnkd.in/epdj9Qhz 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/neuroconverse/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/neuroconverse/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kimpercy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarune-savickaite-phd-393447173/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-doreen-n-myrie-8547a81a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joana-idakwo-73103724/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joann-anokwuru-phd-18bb0520/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sigamoney-manicka-naicker-0027113/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carolina-kudesey-26b3452b5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annie-tamara-chizengo-thawani-phd-10908439/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/esohe-egiebor-ph-d-5a46a0388/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helenlouiseross/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/churchill-fellowship/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23sasc&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-dyslexia-association/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-dyslexia-association/
https://neuroconverse.org/index.php/journal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/succeedwithdyslexia/posts/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/succeedwithdyslexia/posts/
https://www.linkedin.com/safety/go/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnkd%2Ein%2Fepdj9Qhz&urlhash=yWyB&mt=16tdloaJYb9yg8te6QBzkNy9KzxSLY9cMgiHHjAle6LRprKHfYRrFPWiiqmsw4lMRF81TR62q3dfaNxNF87qpVo9G65DwsV8tqyq74rTo5KOHO-7texhJHE3cg&isSdui=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/succeedwithdyslexia/posts/
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Special educational needs in England - Explore education 
statistics - GOV.UK 
 
Over 1.8 million pupils in England have special educational needs (SEN) 
 
This is an increase of 91,400 (5.2%) pupils since 2025 and includes pupils with an education, health 
and care plan (EHC) plan and pupils with SEN support. The increasing trend has continued since 
2016. 

• The percentage of pupils with an EHC plan has increased to 6.0%, from 5.3% in 2025. 
• The percentage of pupils with SEN support (no EHC plan) has increased to 14.8%, from 14.2% 

in 2025. 
 
The most common type of need for those with an EHC plan is autistic spectrum disorder, and for 
those with SEN support is speech, language and communication needs. 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
11 June 2026 
Michael Charles 
 
The latest figures announced by the Government show that 538,547 children now have  
an EHCP and more than 1.8 million pupils in England are identified as having special 
educational needs. 
 
I worry that these statistics will be used to support the argument that there are simply too 
many plans, too many parents asking for too much, and that the answer lies in narrowing 
entitlement and pushing more children through a conventional mainstream model. 
 
That misunderstands what these figures are actually telling us. Parents do not invent need. 
They do not create autism, ADHD, learning disabilities, speech and language difficulties, 
sensory differences or the countless other presentations that make learning in a traditional 
environment difficult for some children. Those needs exist whether we acknowledge them 
or not. The choice is not whether they are there. The choice is whether we recognise them 
and respond appropriately. 
 
What these figures show is that more children are finally being seen for who they are and 
what they need. Yet, at the same time, schools are being asked to absorb ever increasing 
levels of complexity without the funding, staffing or specialist support to do so. Parents are 
forced into Tribunal after Tribunal to secure support that the law already says their children 
are entitled to receive. They win those cases, only to find themselves fighting all over 
again because the provision written into legally binding plans is not delivered in practice. 
 
There is something fundamentally wrong with that. 
 
Perhaps the lesson from these figures is not that we have become too generous in 
identifying need. It is that we have been too slow to accept a simple truth. It is that 
children are different. They learn differently, communicate differently and experience the 
world differently. A system built around the assumption that one model can fit almost 
everyone was always destined to struggle. 
 
The answer cannot be to redefine children so that they fit the system but rather the system 
needs to fit the child. 
 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/special-educational-needs-in-england/2025-26?fbclid=IwY2xjawSXz4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGWURBcjgycllweU5UNDdYc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHilgsQ8bS-6dE3fKQqhYVJIl1Q2_1G1ukKrjck-A_xWl8zJcV8myx9zW2TIq_aem_u_G-dInUkwYvj6gyLbFQTQ#dataBlock-42def03a-a14a-48aa-8b75-78991a1d1b2c-charts
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/special-educational-needs-in-england/2025-26?fbclid=IwY2xjawSXz4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGWURBcjgycllweU5UNDdYc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHilgsQ8bS-6dE3fKQqhYVJIl1Q2_1G1ukKrjck-A_xWl8zJcV8myx9zW2TIq_aem_u_G-dInUkwYvj6gyLbFQTQ#dataBlock-42def03a-a14a-48aa-8b75-78991a1d1b2c-charts
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1212271077&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYSyNpJ5j_gp91AXD_fXvPZOg8cNIGP9Qa3nTt-ip8DzTQ5jefqmxJmwuMxGH9k1PPJif1p05TDRKL4C3me0eUPpzOy-yqRgnpdgstRPuenhLqPFAxFy7gAXTXq8LE__1lHzuFbZYs_UHb6UR9RuqIyaezduqU_fIQQKrDGkoXinQdKzri6lwaosU6vzgBreQ8&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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How to Help Your Bestie with Dyslexia (Without 
Being Weird About It)  
 

Knowing someone with dyslexia can feel a little like learning a new language; not because 
they’re hard to understand, but because the way their brain works is just…different.  
 

And honestly? Different is cool. The trick isn’t “fixing” them. Figure out how to support them 
without coming across as overbearing, so your help feels natural and welcome.  
 

First off, ditch the idea that dyslexia is just “mixing up letters.” Sure, that’s part of it, but it 
barely scratches the surface.  
 

Dyslexia can affect many day-to-day activities, including reading, writing, spelling, 
processing speed, working memory, and, at times, confidence.  
 

Understanding this up front helps you approach your friends with patience rather than 
frustration and sets the tone for helpful support.  
 

Keep reading on LinkedIn  
 

 

 
 

A Lick and a Promise? Why Inclusive Teaching Takes More Than Good 
Intentions - Louise Selby Dyslexia Specialist 
 
My mum used to talk to me a lot about cleaning. I fear it fell on deaf ears! But my favourite 
of her phrases was “a lick and a promise”, meaning doing the job quickly or superficially, 
with the promise that you'll finish it properly later (I rarely did!) I sometimes wonder if many of 
us are guilty of a “lick and a promise” approach to inclusion. In England, there has been 
significant funding and policy change to improve inclusive practice, but is this sufficient for 
lasting change, or are we still settling for a lick and a promise?  
 
This week the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) released their new Guide to Inclusive 
Teaching. As ever, the EEF has dusted off the fluff, offered polished strategies, and cleaned 
up myths. The EEF guide reminds us that inclusion isn't achieved through specialist labels or 
long lists of adaptations. It is achieved through teachers consistently applying high-quality 
practice every day. That's much harder than a lick and a promise, but it's where inclusion 
succeeds or fails. 
 
If you enjoy it, please share!  A Lick and a Promise?  
(The EEF guidance can be found here.) 

 
Recently I presented to my local PATOSS group about 
the recent past, present and future of dyslexia. I told the 
story using a suitcase full of objects. Each object 
represented a moment in the story of dyslexia and what 
I think the future holds. Together, they told a story of 
progress, setbacks, uncertainty and precarious hope. 
 

If you missed it, do take a look at my latest blog – a light-hearted perspective:  Read more 

https://www.linkedin.com/comm/pulse/how-help-your-bestie-dyslexia-without-being-weird-1vjre?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aemail_email_series_follow_newsletter_02%3BWfQ%2FPogxRBmCplzV9JkXpA%3D%3D&midToken=AQGvwxRKQ3LmOA&midSig=1auQP6DfyjWsg1&trk=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-title_&trkEmail=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-title_-null-3gknvy%7Emq587lhw%7Efd-null-null&eid=3gknvy-mq587lhw-fd
https://www.linkedin.com/comm/pulse/how-help-your-bestie-dyslexia-without-being-weird-1vjre?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aemail_email_series_follow_newsletter_02%3BWfQ%2FPogxRBmCplzV9JkXpA%3D%3D&midToken=AQGvwxRKQ3LmOA&midSig=1auQP6DfyjWsg1&trk=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-title_&trkEmail=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-title_-null-3gknvy%7Emq587lhw%7Efd-null-null&eid=3gknvy-mq587lhw-fd
https://happiful.com/5-myths-about-dyslexia-debunked
https://www.linkedin.com/comm/pulse/how-help-your-bestie-dyslexia-without-being-weird-1vjre?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aemail_email_series_follow_newsletter_02%3BWfQ%2FPogxRBmCplzV9JkXpA%3D%3D&midToken=AQGvwxRKQ3LmOA&midSig=1auQP6DfyjWsg1&trk=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-readmore_button_&trkEmail=eml-email_series_follow_newsletter_02-newsletter_content_preview-0-readmore_button_-null-3gknvy%7Emq587lhw%7Efd-null-null&eid=3gknvy-mq587lhw-fd
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/a-lick-and-a-promise-why-inclusive-teaching-takes-more-than-good-intentions/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/a-lick-and-a-promise-why-inclusive-teaching-takes-more-than-good-intentions/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/a-lick-and-a-promise-why-inclusive-teaching-takes-more-than-good-intentions/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/inclusive-teaching/universal-approaches
https://gxozxao.clicks.mlsend.com/tf/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjIxNjcwMzIsXCJsXCI6MTkxMzMxNzAxNjg0NzAxMDEyLFwiclwiOjE5MTMzMTcyMTAxMjA1MzAxOX0iLCJzIjoiMmU1Njc5OTQ0ZDU0NDVhMCJ9
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Many dyslexia and specific learning difficulties (SpLD) specialists are concerned about the 
future under the proposed SEND reforms, particularly following the removal of the "Cognition 
and Learning" category from the developmental areas set out for the new Code of Practice 
(see image below). 
 

 
 
Contrary to some of the concerns being expressed, the Experts at Hand report is clear that 
specialist teachers will continue to form part of the support available to schools. What 
remains unclear, however, is the nature of that specialism. 
 
My view is that dyslexia and SpLD in Maths, including dyscalculia, must be explicitly 
represented within the developmental areas of the new Code of Practice. At present, they 
are not. Without this recognition, there is a real risk that specialist expertise in specific 
learning difficulties could become less visible within the future SEND system. But I am hearing 
that the DfE is listening and wants to get this right. 
 
For that reason, it is vital that our engagement focuses on this issue. Please consider 
contacting your MP and helping to raise awareness.  
 

You can read more about my concerns here in my blog article: 
Where are dyslexia and dyscalculia in the 2026 SEND Reforms? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gxozxao.clicks.mlsend.com/tf/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjIxNjcwMzIsXCJsXCI6MTkxMzMxNzAxNjE4NjQwNTk0LFwiclwiOjE5MTMzMTcyMTAxMjA1MzAxOX0iLCJzIjoiOTRiNmQyMTc2MmIyMWU4ZiJ9
https://gxozxao.clicks.mlsend.com/tf/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjIxNjcwMzIsXCJsXCI6MTkxMzMxNzAxNjM2NDY2MzkyLFwiclwiOjE5MTMzMTcyMTAxMjA1MzAxOX0iLCJzIjoiOGRjZjNjNTA5NGJiMzgwZiJ9
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BDA NEWS 
 

 
Ellen Broome  CEO BDA 
 
 
 
 

Disabled Students' Allowance (DSA) has been helping to level the playing field for disabled 
students for more than 50 years. Last week we British Dyslexia Association submitted our 
response to the Department for Education consultation on assistive software funded through 
DSA. 
 
We recognise that technology is evolving rapidly and that it is right to review how public 
money is spent. However, we are very concerned that these proposals risk moving away 
from the principle that support should be based on a student's individual needs and the 
barriers they face. 
 
For many dyslexic students, specialist assistive technology is not simply a productivity tool. It 
is a reasonable adjustment that enables them to access higher education on an equal 
footing with their peers.  
 
The consultation proposes that specialist software should only be funded in "exceptional 
circumstances", with greater reliance placed on free and built-in tools. We have seen little 
evidence that these alternatives provide equivalent support for students with dyslexia and 
other neurodivergent conditions. 
 
Our concerns are very clear: 
 
� Access to essential support could become more difficult and inconsistent 
� Students may face delays in receiving the technology they need 
� Universities could be expected to fill gaps without additional resources 
� Increased reliance on multiple free tools may create additional barriers rather than  
      remove them 
� Students may be pushed towards unregulated AI tools, creating risks around academic 
      integrity and independent learning 
 
Critically, these proposals seem to be at odds with wider ambitions to improve educational 
outcomes, increase employment opportunities and strengthen inclusion for disabled 
people. 
 
The students affected by these proposals are the same young people who have benefited 
from increased investment in neurodiversity and SEND support throughout their school years. 
They should not find that support ends at the point they enter higher education. 
 
Our recommendations include retaining specialist assistive software based on individual 
need, removing the proposed "exceptional circumstances" threshold, developing clear 
guidance on AI as a reasonable adjustment, and undertaking a more robust Equality 
Impact Assessment. 
 
Read our full response here: https://lnkd.in/eB_S7W9N 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-broome-9aa6b650/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-broome-9aa6b650/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-broome-9aa6b650/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/british-dyslexia-association/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk-department-for-education/
https://www.linkedin.com/safety/go/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnkd%2Ein%2FeB_S7W9N&urlhash=OdqK&mt=YkHXz-XwfwrbmF8eNvWaRkTacdmm-JOzZY-qYxpn9Zk8BBxLr3Z__9zL8JpUaCfOcrnRrgf0elV40HKnCOqT2LVKGVQ&isSdui=true
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ellen-broome-9aa6b650/
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The role of the Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark Manager is to guide 
educators and organisations towards implementing inclusive 
strategies that enable individuals to be successful learners, 
employers and citizens. 
 

Every child has the right to high quality, inclusive education that meets their needs. This is 
the vehicle that will enable it to happen in schools.  
 
We are proud to share the refreshed Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark for Education Settings. 
 
The DFQM has been developed to support schools in creating inclusive environments where 
learners with dyslexia can succeed. Through a structured process of reflection, professional 
learning and whole school development, schools are empowered to evaluate current 
practice and implement meaningful improvements. 
 
While achieving the Quality Mark provides valuable external recognition, the greatest 
impact comes from the journey itself and the positive changes it brings for learners, staff and 
the wider school community. 
 
We look forward to supporting schools as they begin their DFQM journey. 
 
Find out more:  What is the Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark?  
 
The DFQM supports schools in creating inclusive environments where learners with dyslexia 
can succeed. Through reflection, professional learning and whole-school development, 
schools can evaluate their current practice and make effective improvements.  
 
Start your journey by exploring our free resources 
 

 

For local DFS news in Wiltshire:   
Dyslexia Friendly Schools - Wiltshire Council 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dyslexia in Focus - 
Summer Edition 2026 

 
See page 25 for details about this 
year’s Dyslexia Awareness Week  

when the theme will be  
‘Dyslexia in real life: At work’. 

 
There will also be a class activity pack 

available to use in schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
     

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7474770741700460544/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_feed%3B5m2182knQdK6pCRQdXeNvA%3D%3D
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/dyslexia-friendly-awards/dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark-education/what-is-the-dyslexia-friendly-quality-mark
https://us.list-manage.com/9H1xjVsUQQG?e=e843fc89b6&c2id=2246dbad3336e6f17396d9757f887d2c
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/7062/Dyslexia-Friendly-Schools
https://simplebooklet.com/dyslexiainfocussummer2026#page=1
https://simplebooklet.com/dyslexiainfocussummer2026#page=1
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/membership/bda-dyslexia-community
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New Report: GCSE attainment gap for dyslexic pupils 

unchanged after more than a decade 
 
A decade of education reforms has failed to narrow the GCSE attainment gap for pupils with 
dyslexia, according to our new report published today. 
 
The report analyses Department for Education data on pupils with Specific Learning 
Difficulties (SpLD), including dyslexia, and compares their GCSE outcomes with pupils who 
have no identified Special Educational Need (SEN). 
 
The report, GCSE attainment: A decade without progress, reveals that in 2024/25 only two in 
ten pupils with dyslexia achieved a grade 5 or above in GCSE English and maths, compared 
with five in ten of pupils with no identified Special Educational Need (SEN) – an attainment 
gap of 30 percentage points. This gap has remained virtually unchanged for the past three 
years. 
 
At the standard pass level (grade 4 or above), the picture is equally concerning. Just four in 
ten pupils with an SpLD achieved a pass in English and maths compared with seven in 10 
of their peers without SEN, leaving a 33-percentage point gap. 
 
Although GCSE results for pupils with dyslexia have improved over time, the report shows 
they have failed to catch up with their peers. More than a decade of national data 
demonstrates that the education system continues to leave thousands of dyslexic learners 
at a significant disadvantage and unable to achieve the grades they deserve. 
 
The report argues that this gap is not a reflection of ability, but of systemic barriers in early 
identification, classroom support and the way exams are assessed. 
 
Read on at: 
 
New Report: GCSE attainment gap for dyslexic pupils unchanged after more than a 
decade - British Dyslexia Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/new-report-gcse-attainment-gap-for-dyslexic-pupils-unchanged-after-more-than-a-decade
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/new-report-gcse-attainment-gap-for-dyslexic-pupils-unchanged-after-more-than-a-decade
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MORE EVENTS & RECORDINGS 
 

 
 

This event has been rescheduled! 
It will now take place on Tuesday 14 July, 1:00 – 2.00pm 

 
If you have already registered, this will carry over to next week. And if you haven't had a 
chance to register yet - registration is open for a few more days!   
 
Can’t make it?  The session will be recorded, so as long as you are registered, you will 
receive the recording link via email.  
 
Not only will you get actionable, easy-to-use tips, but everyone who registers may get an 
exclusive bonus offer.  Plus, if you attend live and share your thoughts, you will be entered to 
win some Nessy freebies!   
 
Summer is a time for rest, fun, and new experiences. It is also a wonderful opportunity to 
build confidence, nurture interests, and create meaningful moments that support learning 
naturally. For children with dyslexia, these experiences can help strengthen language, 
reading, writing, and self-confidence in ways that feel enjoyable rather than overwhelming. 
 
Join us for a relaxed, supportive virtual workshop where we'll explore simple ways to 
encourage reading, writing, language, and independence without turning summer into 
school. 
 
What You'll Learn 
 

• Understand what children with dyslexia need: Explore practical ways to support 
literacy development while protecting confidence, motivation, and self-esteem. 

• Follow their interests: Discover how hobbies, family activities, books, games, and 
everyday experiences can help children continue developing important literacy skills. 

• Practical ideas for every age: Explore fun, low-pressure activities for young children, 
primary-aged learners, and teenagers that support reading, writing, communication, 
and confidence. 

• Support writing and handwriting naturally: Learn how everyday play, conversation, 
drawing, and meaningful writing opportunities help children develop as writers. 

• Build confidence and independence: Find ways to help your child understand how 
they learn, recognise their strengths, and return to school feeling capable and 
successful. 

• Make the most of summer learning opportunities: Discover simple tools and resources, 
including game-based options like Nessy, that can support literacy development 
while still allowing summer to feel like a holiday. 

 
Help your child enjoy a summer filled with curiosity, confidence, and opportunities to grow 
while building the skills they need to thrive. 
 
Register at: https://tinyurl.com/yxhfn9sn 

https://tinyurl.com/yxhfn9sn
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A huge thank you to Croydon Dyslexia Association for their invitation for 
us to attend their next free presentation. 
 

Moving up and Moving 
on – dyslexic and how 
to cope with transitions 

 

Talk on Zoom with Jo Rees on Thursday 16 July at 8pm 
 
For dyslexic youngsters, transitions can be especially challenging due to their learning 
differences. Moving to a new school or classroom can be very daunting.  Dyslexic children 
may worry about meeting new teachers and adapting to different routines.  They might feel 
anxious about academic performance and whether they can keep up with peers.  Many 
dyslexic children struggle with managing their emotions, which can lead to frustration or 
meltdowns during transitions. 
 
This is the second talk Jo Rees has given to Croydon DA, following ‘From Survival to Thrival’ 
last September. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jo and her three children are dyslexic. She was a successful school practitioner, SENCO and 
inclusion leader.  Following a diagnosis of dyslexia in her 30s, she’s now a dyslexia specialist, 
assessor, trainer and coach, and runs a business called ‘Another Way Round’.  Her children – 
now in their late teens – have experienced plenty of transitions in their education and Jo has 
supported them through these.  
  
Jo will talk about: 
 
·        Being aware and understanding why children (and adults) find transitions challenging 
 
·        The big transition – from summer holidays to September return to school – the  
         preparation you can do at the end of term and in advance 
 
·        Smaller transitions – moving from one teacher to another, moving between lessons  
 
·        Practical advice and strategies 
  
To join this Zoom meeting, please register in advance by emailing your first name, surname 
and email address to:  cda.meetings@gmail.com 
 
The access details will be sent to you by email on the day before the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cda.meetings@gmail.com
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Genio Present Training & Accreditation 
Get up to speed with Genio Present, the presentation rehearsal tool that helps students of 
all abilities reduce anxiety and build lasting communication skills.  Followed by a quiz to earn 
your Genio Present Accreditation badge. 
July 16th 12pm ►       Additional dates and times are available here 
 
Genio Notes & Inspiration 
See how Genio Notes and Inspiration work together to support a complete learning 
workflow. From capturing content in class and revising with confidence, to visualising ideas 
and presenting them with clarity. 
Watch Now ►  
 

 
Events - Community Event - British Dyslexia Association 
 
Join our free monthly online get-together for 
families and adults with dyslexia. 
 
 

This welcoming and supportive session provides an opportunity to connect with others, 
share experiences, and discuss the everyday realities of dyslexia in a safe and 
understanding environment. Whether you have dyslexia yourself or support someone who 
does, you'll be among people who truly understand the journey. 
 
Together, we celebrate strengths, share practical insights, and build a community where 
everyone feels heard, valued, and supported. 
 

 
 

 

Community Event 

Online Peer Support Group - Adults 

Tuesday 28 July 2026, Online On Zoom 

Join our free online dyslexia community get-together 

for adults with dyslexia. 

Book now 

 

Community Event 

Online Peer Support Group - Families 

Tuesday 25 August 2026, Online On Zoom 

Join our free online get-together for families and 

individuals with dyslexia. 

Book now 

 

P629C1T17TB1#y1

Register for free today  

https://email.genio.co/e3t/Ctc/RJ+113/d2Y0zY04/VX4p5D7w29nhW5GfR8K7tnPbMW8LzBkh5Rg33GN3fD2B-5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3l6W7H4BwF1Z9PWPW3DlDl06wnwbXW726Tqk74lZ8xW8ZZnkT308_cfW6KXz7p5bGxJfW4JB8pF7FH31HW2F7rNQ2Q1SWSW6npKml7G5xg8W7JJRqs5xB9fGW4HB5hV6cXmNRW1NHHwP7JGdy-N7WsQVtp6gCyW4yS0HG2mdXhyVvN3yY7Vyyj2W4HjyzZ7dPrRCW6-RjWT8l152wN7Cy4m8zWqQLW6VbgLq6DlQW6W7C4dRX9ghRKLW1-6f927nDMJWW37Xmcn5wlSdLW11mKVm4stxYgVR1LDN9bbCh5VkMhVl4HNJ-_W8yrjtG2lHxTRW8l1_Y193FwKkVBNhCt3NW81gW90SknS7bXy6vW49FRnW4H1lPzW3Pfshr3RB7yrW1NN6_x5S3N3lW8R0Hy73Ffln_f2lK0B604
https://email.genio.co/e3t/Ctc/RJ+113/d2Y0zY04/VX4p5D7w29nhW5GfR8K7tnPbMW8LzBkh5Rg33GN3fD2Ds3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3l_N7bQFmbP1F-3VKZ15w8Sm7McW6cCq2C6vqdDkW4brCbv98JX_CW1kV4Zp7bWJPhVKjfp24qlZ4GW60xHsZ5V3x2VW3DS-dc7d0ThjV8pYjy6pyBtJW42z_vb7T2cygVjF6NL8SFpLYW5q4m2D4XVfJzW6mLTp715yz9XW89_Fp25bt8xDW2m40h41hQSNZW2Gbtc48XY0FKW6Bhy8q47d0JGW2s_t3H7kglL9W6TLNNb1KKxHXW9k55MP90PGMYW73mFpR4M8Xr0N73CjCR53cS7W8xqWpH2_wSh-W843Hc16vR09pW4d7Cgy6H9tF2W60bLBC3m6KWRdVml5Y04
https://email.genio.co/e3t/Ctc/RJ+113/d2Y0zY04/VWC7Jv3pzVv_W16y7WB6ZcWLvW7xsyK95QK2drN8kT_Cb3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3mdW2rKJzC1BL4XXW1xqrBl5qPplCN5znnCSCp3pMW1cqQxv6qQthkW7BVWBW5YKDV-W6YTwqX3K4f_KW249PsZ5D4wF9W8DhSvf6kV4BVN1DH98NjjLw6W12CKSr73GM4CW1Mm-6-2WyXvQW6YfJ5B21D9FjW2yDFcs7wDCtCV74K7c3NgfRQW2fqtnf3sw-1QW1DJBkh60zYTwW2b8nR66SQxypW7pWbzj3Z_CMkW4d0QX44TfCq1W60-W3f6mCPhlW5G2b815PrYk5N1Q05NjS8F0bV3hjfd9d8dVhW6WTDrX50LNdsW43xSmQ6GhvRTW3bcF2w3_sQGbf1s-lhg04
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/category/community-events
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/online-peer-support-group-adults-2807
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/online-peer-support-group-adults-2807
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/online-peer-support-group-families-2508
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/online-peer-support-group-families-2508
https://us.list-manage.com/lIrNAKYHXS0?e=e843fc89b6&c2id=2246dbad3336e6f17396d9757f887d2c
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Hello BATA members and friends! 
 
We're delighted to announce our next AT Spotlight Session.  Join us live on 28th July at 1pm 
to gain an insight into how assistive technology can remove barriers and empower 
individuals. 
 
This time we'll be joined by experts from Ayoa, Scanning Pens and Everway. 
 
These webinars are FREE to attend and open to everyone so click here to reserve your 
place. 
 
Please feel free to share this email with colleagues who may be interested to join this session. 
 
Alternatively, if you would like to know more, email info@bataonline.org.  
 

 

 
 

In this episode of SEN & Sensibility, the panel 
explores the relationship between speech, 
language and communication needs and literacy 
difficulties, highlighting how developmental 
language disorder and dyslexia can overlap and 
how language needs may be missed in the 
classroom.  
 
The discussion emphasises the importance of 
early identification, joined-up support and 
collaboration between teachers, specialist 
professionals, speech and language therapists 
and families. The episode calls for practical, 
compassionate approaches that reduce barriers, 
improve access to learning and help children 
thrive. 

 
Find us on the website or on Spotify!      Previous recordings at: Podcast 

 

P66 C T 8T #y

Book Your Place Now 

https://iucf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/13b059b2387f328a/13b059b2387f0752
https://iucf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/13b059b2387f328a/13b059b2387f0752
mailto:info@bataonline.org
https://us.list-manage.com/7sr3G__h8ho?e=4d3d764ef1&c2id=8b635b1b9dd0bc4cc9743ed7d0eb9562
https://us.list-manage.com/ksvT1ZVXxCZ?e=4d3d764ef1&c2id=8b635b1b9dd0bc4cc9743ed7d0eb9562
https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org/Podcast
https://iucf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/13b059b2387f328a/13b059b2387f0751
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New webinar series for August 2026: #WebinarWednesday 
 
We're pleased to introduce a new series of online webinars from CALL Scotland - 
#WebinarWednesday - starting on Wednesday 26 August 2026. 
 
This programme builds on our previous webinars and training, offering weekly opportunities 
to explore inclusive digital learning and assistive technology in practice. 
 
Online webinars for August to December 2026. 
 
About the webinars 
 
#WebinarWednesday sessions are short, practical and focused, and are designed to support 
staff working with children and young people who require additional support. 
The webinars will cover a range of topics, including: 

• Using built-in accessibility tools on devices 
• Supporting literacy and communication 
• Creating accessible learning materials 
• Practical approaches to inclusive digital learning 

Each session will aim to share clear, usable ideas that can be applied in the classroom or 
wider learning environment. 
 
Who the sessions are for 
 
The webinars are open to a wide range of practitioners, including: 

• Teachers and support for learning staff 
• Additional Support Needs (ASN) staff 
• Local authority teams 
• Therapists and other professionals supporting learners 

 
Details of upcoming webinars, including topics and booking information, can be found on 
our website.  
 
 

 
Make the most of the summer break  
with our flexible CPD for assessors and 
teachers. Whether you're looking to 
refresh your knowledge, build new skills, 
or deepen your practice, our expert-led 
courses are designed to fit around your 
schedule and support you in the year 
ahead. 
 
 
Summer Holiday CPD 2026 
training brochure is now 
available! 
 

 

https://www.callscotland.org.uk/training/webinars/
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/training/webinars/
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/training/webinars/
https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org/news/summer-holiday-cpd-2026-training-brochure-is-now-available
https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org/news/summer-holiday-cpd-2026-training-brochure-is-now-available
https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org/news/summer-holiday-cpd-2026-training-brochure-is-now-available
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IDAD 2026 is on its way! 
 

We're looking forward to celebrating our 5th anniversary on Monday, 5th October, with 
international speakers, practical ideas, lived experiences, and the latest research to help 

improve understanding of dysgraphia. 
 
We'd love you to join us! It's Free! 
 
International Dysgraphia Awareness Day (IDAD) is an annual international online conference held on 
the first Monday in October. It brings together educators, therapists, researchers, parents, 
professionals, advocates and individuals with lived experience from around the world to improve 
awareness, understanding and support for dysgraphia. 
 
What is Dysgraphia? 
 
Dysgraphia is a specific learning difficulty that can affect handwriting, written expression, spelling, 
organisation of ideas, memory, and the ability to translate thoughts into written form. 
Despite its impact on education, work, and everyday life, dysgraphia remains one of the least 
recognised and understood learning differences. International Dysgraphia Awareness Day was 
established to help change that through awareness, education, collaboration, and advocacy. 
 
What to Expect 
 
Throughout the day, leading international speakers will share practical strategies, current research, 
personal experiences and innovative approaches to supporting children, young people and adults 
with dysgraphia. 
 
Who Should Attend? 
 
This event is suitable for anyone interested in improving awareness, understanding, and support for 
dysgraphia. 
 
Full details at:  
International Dysgraphia Awareness Day (IDAD) Tickets, 
Monday 5 October  •  10 AM - 5:30 PM GMT+1 | Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/international-dysgraphia-awareness-day-idad-tickets-1990715981088
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/international-dysgraphia-awareness-day-idad-tickets-1990715981088
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6th October    |   Free virtual PD event 
 

Save the date 
 

Educators join our events to reflect, refine, and move progress forward. 
Everway Unlocked builds on that at a global scale. 

 
See the agenda       Register now 

 
And get early access to free resources before the event. 

 
 

 
 

Friday 9 October (9am - 5pm) & Saturday 10 October (9.30am – 4pm) 
 

Venue - Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, The Angel, London. N1 0QH 
 
 
 

 
Online conference  

Save the date - Saturday 10th October 9.30am - 12.30pm 
ADC celebrates Dyslexia Awareness Week – details to follow 

Starting with me - lived experience and Neurodiversity 
 
Hosted by trustee Donna Stevenson, she is honoured and excited to 
showcase and amazing line-up of experts!  
 
This virtual conference will be truly inspiring and informative as we  
listen to experts and inspirational figures across the neurodivergent 
community share their lived experiences and wisdom on what’s made  
a difference for them. 
 
We hope their journeys will provide lots of take-aways for adults,  
young people, children and families as we create a safe space for 
connection and learning. 

 

https://mautic.texthelp.com/r/ad25ca8acf9ae5d8806fb1133?ct=YTo1OntzOjY6InNvdXJjZSI7YToyOntpOjA7czoxNDoiY2FtcGFpZ24uZXZlbnQiO2k6MTtpOjI3OTA4O31zOjU6ImVtYWlsIjtpOjExMDA1O3M6NDoic3RhdCI7czoyMjoiNmEwYzE5M2VlYTVlNzk3NjUxMDczMyI7czo0OiJsZWFkIjtzOjg6IjE0ODk1ODk1IjtzOjc6ImNoYW5uZWwiO2E6MTp7czo1OiJlbWFpbCI7aToxMTAwNTt9fQ
https://jrhc8k5b.r.eu-north-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmautic.texthelp.com%2Fr%2F84cbe344fefd6c128860c079a%3Fct=YTo1OntzOjY6InNvdXJjZSI7YToyOntpOjA7czoxNDoiY2FtcGFpZ24uZXZlbnQiO2k6MTtpOjI4MTcxO31zOjU6ImVtYWlsIjtpOjExMDY4O3M6NDoic3RhdCI7czoyMjoiNmEzNGYyMzAyNTI5ZTMxOTExODEwMyI7czo0OiJsZWFkIjtzOjg6IjE0ODk1ODk1IjtzOjc6ImNoYW5uZWwiO2E6MTp7czo1OiJlbWFpbCI7aToxMTA2ODt9fQ/1/0110019eded212bb-f085a693-df31-43ac-a10c-c7eaa5b4ac0c-000000/Pkk3FGDoqE9ZLHznAt-S19jLqX8=258
https://mautic.texthelp.com/r/e2c361bdcc819bd939c56dc51?ct=YTo1OntzOjY6InNvdXJjZSI7YToyOntpOjA7czoxNDoiY2FtcGFpZ24uZXZlbnQiO2k6MTtpOjI3OTA4O31zOjU6ImVtYWlsIjtpOjExMDA1O3M6NDoic3RhdCI7czoyMjoiNmEwYzE5M2VlYTVlNzk3NjUxMDczMyI7czo0OiJsZWFkIjtzOjg6IjE0ODk1ODk1IjtzOjc6ImNoYW5uZWwiO2E6MTp7czo1OiJlbWFpbCI7aToxMTAwNTt9fQ
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Book now through Eventbrite  
or email back for an invoice and save on Eventbrite fees.  

 
2 hours SASC accredited with demos and exhibitors. 

 

Can't attend in person?  
We have Lia's SASC accredited talk as an on-demand recording.  

 

Queries? Email info@positivedyslexia.co.uk. 
 

Book Now  

mailto:info@positivedyslexia.co.uk
https://vtm6wwhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GHB7sf_UKp3k8senqnsyekAOpKFROCPNiOB7UM59yj2thi7GjR7YU9tg6qgpm791VUUVz5xtSOOZ-waS8sbh03XtB9KcMTeYIaAX856pH0n6Mrr8Bn9wdCOXiYAGEmqHga3uI3jsXt3oWhuckGHzKhv8zNuYNPI83tJTal4gX3WZT6I8_C6slt50zJ99GoBYAqqDwTj3NYfLmh0CjY59m37SuExt3Dz74w6tS-R05UBx-k0KN9Ah_igfjN4AT96jQ5PqU1rzTVr89U2kCWO1CSYhx1aVo3Dt7GoSFohkhzs=&c=jYhPD4KLoVywvuujtaG6EGk4JugHGrm9MXA3V-V6_eCJyKUheih3Eg==&ch=gp0M3r23Z-XOjwPWPgBz8p_AUoMMQSRA0GdM9zqyuDV2CLUG07YdgA==
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Southwest Regional Conference: Sense of Belonging Still Matters 

 

19th November 2026 - 09:00 - 15:30 
 

Phase: Cross-phase 
Delivery: Face to face  

 

Suitable for: Deputy Head Teacher, Head Teacher, SENCO, Senior Leader, Governor, 
Inclusion Manager/Leader, Newly Qualified Teacher, Teacher, Other, Principal 

 
Full details at: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Curl up with a... Podcast 
 
Disciplinary Literacy, PedTech, and Flexible Working with Shareen Wilkinson, Mind the Gap,  
It’s another Mind the Gap episode! On this episode disciplinary literacy is discussed with a 
really useful focus on the primary stage from Shareen Wilkinson, author of Disciplinary 
Literacy in Primary Schools. I loved the focus on explicitly teaching oracy across the 
curriculum in age appropriate ways. 
 

 
 
On this episode of Mind the Gap, Emma Turner is joined by Shareen Wilkinson, Executive 
Director of Education at LEO Academy Trust, and author of books for both children and 
teachers. Shareen shares insights from her new book, Disciplinary Literacy in Primary Schools, 
offering a fresh, practical lens on reading, writing, and speaking across the curriculum. 
Together, they explore what it really means for primary pupils to “write like historians” or 
“speak like scientists,” and why disciplinary literacy isn’t just a secondary school concern.  
 
Shareen explains how rich talk, purposeful writing, and deep subject knowledge can - and 
should - start in Early Years and reflects on how flexible working and thoughtful use of 
edtech can empower teachers and support inclusion. From phonics to AI, this episode is 
packed with wisdom, warmth, and practical strategies for educators leading literacy across 
the curriculum. 

 
 

P800C1T25TB3#y1

Register for free 

P8 T 4#y

Listen to episode  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/64aMzEsJhwVnVMNrY0Qllx?si=EVVkljzxRICDE3V8ubVyDQ&nd=1&dlsi=6ec68e18e0b64a76
https://ddlnk.net/c/AQjQ8gYQ8uXXARjYl9RxIP7qqCoovK-UEYVKDI2RU6Mk10AAIzydIzBTLTX19gNX8WZF3XnGXFMn
https://open.spotify.com/episode/64aMzEsJhwVnVMNrY0Qllx?si=EVVkljzxRICDE3V8ubVyDQ&nd=1&dlsi=6ec68e18e0b64a76
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RESOURCES & OFFERS 
 

 
 

How Twinkl Parents are aiming to give SEND families a voice - and some 
free resources 
 
There is a huge amount of discussion around special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND) in the media right now. At Twinkl, we believe the most important element of this 
conversation is often the one that can be left out: the voices of the people and families who 
are actually navigating the SEND system every single day. 
 
We know that the truth lies in the lived experiences of parents, carers, and children. That is 
why Twinkl Parents is dedicated to creating a safe, empowering, and authentic space 
where families can share their honest realities. Our goal is to foster a meaningful community 
that amplifies your triumphs, acknowledges your hurdles, and, above all, reminds you 
that you are not alone. 
 
Read on in title link How Twinkl Parents are aiming to give SEND families a voice—and some free resources 
for details under the headings below: 
 

• Why lived experiences matter 
• Getting involved: share your story your way 
• 1. Share a video story (up to 1 minute) 
• 2. Share a written quote 
• Navigating uncertainty with practical support 
• How to access the resources 
• About Amanda and how to connect 

 
********************************************************************************************************* 

 
Check skills NN Day | National Numeracy Challenge 

How did you find maths at school? 

It's never too late to improve. 

Check your numeracy level in 10 minutes. 

https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#Why_lived_experiences_matter
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#Getting_involved_share_your_story_your_way
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#1_Share_a_video_story_up_to_1_minute
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#2_Share_a_written_quote
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#Navigating_uncertainty_with_practical_support
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#How_to_access_the_resources
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/twinkl-parents-giving-send-families-voice-free-resources/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup#About_Amanda_and_how_to_connect
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge/stronger_skills?utm_source=sch1&utm_medium=Facebook&utm_campaign=Sibroad&utm_term=self-improvesch1&utm_id=6979042640953&utm_content=6979042644353&fbclid=IwY2xjawSWVBhleHRuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQAAAZalckoYXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7e32pymkY8IIesbbNs1KPozcM03JG8OHDgegbXAPYNH_xoDSoZv4HFuaZ9Zw_aem_c3HIcqdv-9HHXD6VwWNhWA
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£35 off Assessments this Summer 
 
We’re pleased to introduce a special summer offer for 
anyone considering a dyslexia assessment during the 
school holidays. 
 
Submit a new booking enquiry form between 19 June  
and 17 July for a full-price assessment taking place during 
the school summer holidays (22 July – 1 September) and 
receive £35 off, plus free access to seven expert-led 
recorded sessions (worth £98) with practical advice for 
supporting your child’s learning. 
 
To take advantage of this offer, visit our Assessment page, 
enter the code SUMMER35 when submitting your enquiry, 
and complete all required questionnaires so your booking 
can be scheduled. 
 
Spaces are limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, so early booking is 
encouraged. Offer ends 17 July. Learn more here. 
 

 
Beacon School Support 
 
SENCOs and teachers:  Need to support a pupil 
with challenging behaviour… but your current 
strategies aren’t working? 
 
Then it’s likely your pupil has complex needs – 
and without the right teaching approach, that 
behaviour is likely to escalate. 
 
But sometimes identifying those needs can rely 
on guesswork… or waiting months (or years) for 
a formal assessment. 
 
What you need is a system for identifying needs 
early so you can get the right strategies in 
place. 

 
The FREE guidebook is a simple tool for linking 
classroom behaviour to possible underlying 
needs (like autism, trauma and ADHD).  
Meaning you can pick the right strategies for 
turning your pupil’s behaviour around quickly… 
keeping them motivated, on task and enjoying 
school again! 
 
Download for FREE. SEND Behaviour Handbook 
 
Also - Download your 27 Regulation Strategies 
Resource Pack 
 

https://helenarkell.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96cd3d0b2b23bf03a4bcda159&id=f4da5cf886&e=9c7f9c6c62
https://helenarkell.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96cd3d0b2b23bf03a4bcda159&id=4a336c19d0&e=9c7f9c6c62
https://www.facebook.com/beaconschoolsupport?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb9810ysYpsS3qZXq45u9Z7H3-BIj35IKOTB0Hx6svkVMrAtAP8y9jS3WQiEib3hwpjIJT7-XpRrmzq1CA1lo6dEPj56x2rtqlh1JBehwbp1WPSNdcfUK4lnw5a-jivTdz4uNWr0vRhTM-sZH6mBq40wVjub3xyQMJzfYPgX1LqLGqSiYzs-xx_6Z0Kgmz83Go5EJhZ-XLTelqswqKFgBwn6vr7UZ3ofQR6njYbfNsR8BdAIxEzHG0vgJnYwf8lui4cWNl-RuPuoigLTMqW28VbE0hmmi9GyFvCnjVEJwLxmb2XvL9JSEieH5b7qOHPoeA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://beaconschoolsupport.co.uk/send-handbook?img=3&utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6558819248828&utm_content=6559167399228&utm_term=6558819250428&utm_campaign=6558819248828&fbclid=IwY2xjawS5_SpleHRuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQAAAZNZbBUfHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6i60JhLqVcQ0x490A-GGOlNyC3qX2-t40SR_4oylGrsaEn5iOxB063jvH0BQ_aem_dyyXcNw33OL02dNyX6Bn9A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=AUCSkHS5A08EyPKUC_evhfwCQeyfMw_WFxvOoQ3fSkr3ynDBhHfYyDmMmIqMKVNLBd4aCOA1doMQTwYsR0e6OFH_cFt7qkCGfGhp52JrjWKgwI6e5BS3dqlOjbs0uh2E_YpngMT5DA0hbce3GuPKS-BA-wORQFNFjGAdPXF0-dtGxFx_6te0AIwbQhJu01ONrEY-xraDFoKysrenyWZIjubK_fbEu2CRAtQItMCVTDDsmDE6bPfdHPoagEp0ytVOrOvpOt0GgTslWC-aBhxX4TnenzYMRmBMcA3kJDUpnRMX9csbTU9bA3k14Y2NOu1ZWR94R4vwG1hNG6_Ko5mMnbciLLbD_StlDRJWS8sGj4tlpFATi2ghGx8GJL_RY8B9Z2aAMgObxQn5gst9SlekdcaftIRh9_dStVhl8XbMHiMtHhEOjpCbp6vIgCGw8oqots2nxXPkpT5bAoOA5Nw8iJ2qUavxTulTcGVvCDN24ogMpWAhm5_xmc_Yv16UoQ0PJOvEro29&h=AUB7ZV5TFcKUY2ozYK5laTH44MEYj2v6hMs9k8q6pZTt9KoC_2_7uBOf-8Kk_Ee_INTZgiIrUz3IoFZGZfmEqFCtjTQzl1Yl2rm5_MxulKh1piee9SROKwaDHg-ANYGn49K4SVJHfKiPBuQDw1K4&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb9810ysYpsS3qZXq45u9Z7H3-BIj35IKOTB0Hx6svkVMrAtAP8y9jS3WQiEib3hwpjIJT7-XpRrmzq1CA1lo6dEPj56x2rtqlh1JBehwbp1WPSNdcfUK4lnw5a-jivTdz4uNWr0vRhTM-sZH6mBq40wVjub3xyQMJzfYPgX1LqLGqSiYzs-xx_6Z0Kgmz83Go5EJhZ-XLTelqswqKFgBwn6vr7UZ3ofQR6njYbfNsR8BdAIxEzHG0vgJnYwf8lui4cWNl-RuPuoigLTMqW28VbE0hmmi9GyFvCnjVEJwLxmb2XvL9JSEieH5b7qOHPoeA&__cft__%5b1%5d=AZarr_OLBqioGlE4PxcAkBGKPezJ9oyRS1NMw0z5utikbMdCDY7OICFxSHmQEWtcRJk3O-ZlpMrgdIJMf0ZqXlDkOwfyPOJI3iJs6F-DdR0yYGFbGWquAhyCnYAZSlr2ROyYvOCaQDv2-NZi2trFsjfTjrKIcnVv244-HDMWQe7iqOfuV39NVaKtBs-CwVhhSxYvHAKfQxbLAI4kPklYi2RVcNvuwxcDMBFY_lBoH49MHPBpprP6PedufHLijwR4-voBkeAleS-jui_mYdycHQr5tRsvRQilSbpBXpmSs2aHNg&__tn__=H-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=AUCSkHS5A08EyPKUC_evhfwCQeyfMw_WFxvOoQ3fSkr3ynDBhHfYyDmMmIqMKVNLBd4aCOA1doMQTwYsR0e6OFH_cFt7qkCGfGhp52JrjWKgwI6e5BS3dqlOjbs0uh2E_YpngMT5DA0hbce3GuPKS-BA-wORQFNFjGAdPXF0-dtGxFx_6te0AIwbQhJu01ONrEY-xraDFoKysrenyWZIjubK_fbEu2CRAtQItMCVTDDsmDE6bPfdHPoagEp0ytVOrOvpOt0GgTslWC-aBhxX4TnenzYMRmBMcA3kJDUpnRMX9csbTU9bA3k14Y2NOu1ZWR94R4vwG1hNG6_Ko5mMnbciLLbD_StlDRJWS8sGj4tlpFATi2ghGx8GJL_RY8B9Z2aAMgObxQn5gst9SlekdcaftIRh9_dStVhl8XbMHiMtHhEOjpCbp6vIgCGw8oqots2nxXPkpT5bAoOA5Nw8iJ2qUavxTulTcGVvCDN24ogMpWAhm5_xmc_Yv16UoQ0PJOvEro29&h=AUB7ZV5TFcKUY2ozYK5laTH44MEYj2v6hMs9k8q6pZTt9KoC_2_7uBOf-8Kk_Ee_INTZgiIrUz3IoFZGZfmEqFCtjTQzl1Yl2rm5_MxulKh1piee9SROKwaDHg-ANYGn49K4SVJHfKiPBuQDw1K4&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb9810ysYpsS3qZXq45u9Z7H3-BIj35IKOTB0Hx6svkVMrAtAP8y9jS3WQiEib3hwpjIJT7-XpRrmzq1CA1lo6dEPj56x2rtqlh1JBehwbp1WPSNdcfUK4lnw5a-jivTdz4uNWr0vRhTM-sZH6mBq40wVjub3xyQMJzfYPgX1LqLGqSiYzs-xx_6Z0Kgmz83Go5EJhZ-XLTelqswqKFgBwn6vr7UZ3ofQR6njYbfNsR8BdAIxEzHG0vgJnYwf8lui4cWNl-RuPuoigLTMqW28VbE0hmmi9GyFvCnjVEJwLxmb2XvL9JSEieH5b7qOHPoeA&__cft__%5b1%5d=AZarr_OLBqioGlE4PxcAkBGKPezJ9oyRS1NMw0z5utikbMdCDY7OICFxSHmQEWtcRJk3O-ZlpMrgdIJMf0ZqXlDkOwfyPOJI3iJs6F-DdR0yYGFbGWquAhyCnYAZSlr2ROyYvOCaQDv2-NZi2trFsjfTjrKIcnVv244-HDMWQe7iqOfuV39NVaKtBs-CwVhhSxYvHAKfQxbLAI4kPklYi2RVcNvuwxcDMBFY_lBoH49MHPBpprP6PedufHLijwR4-voBkeAleS-jui_mYdycHQr5tRsvRQilSbpBXpmSs2aHNg&__tn__=H-R
https://beaconschoolsupport123.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=41Zy%7EGDHIFGd6pGvygDIh.SeAH-liQL3kMdjk5HMKnCcEsJ-y0y.0OFr3H_zidfyk_YwbHPIJXKeT8Dvyt5IWOdwQK_jwQNmjuwyY5LGJ3cKIO37
https://beaconschoolsupport123.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=41Zy%7EGDHIFGd6pGvygDIh.SeAH-liQL3kMdjk5HMKnCcEsJ-y0y.0OFr3H_zidfyk_YwbHPIJXKeT8Dvyt5IWOdwQK_jwQNmjuwyY5LGJ3cKIO37
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=AUDKFr_OxAal55Sgq3AqHkU37yItEaP4lua9DxppFSRCnfC024rE8AxbPlnOBYj8yNptq2IU9LnG8YjKbZLr1na21bTEROITOIZZXlctanN46jUweSGSndda7KCeHXTtD1TlhzRyaB15QJp6PLMO_2UVPdpxG5liaq3b-UgQvzhAvbx5n40C-ynNxWobGQgwYCK6luY6NDgoCpcV8DGETf7vTnuxE7Bqu95HfuCPv0RFWE8SAxMVXdZEZiYgSlYcKQAsnXTNtMJUOqV6aJ5TO_LyGTKkQeZvHxfVue-98_sbT4qDgu_tNUWLXDsTNYc9i_krys3cJ6-P8OHRkg0K3OBLI_qYZ5aqbVy6pvyGglBLwcHHKBFzD5pPtvl0bHN4tuxsHHRiEXwo4sSN8R5ivKEPMVWk6XpQ3-VSUUADxYuZtQJK6rfuYqUA0Fbed5uyaA6FLvKU_8DYjg8r-8eWah2n7CXZUDm0ohoQM1d3xDwjRg3YF5DlIt_wMJwS1EBwAOpILVtu&h=AUAx1JPPnV90HjFRGQxBaKCEomss8KaR9WD4KWwzZeBS0s6caUZvwMf37BcC_xy7xXg2rJn6FZd5o78T6lw-8Pn9RmXEo9MHpC7NYJduhbsGGe_hhV8id_1Qf4YKTpAMsEswhhrDEx_FTgIWlegu&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb9810ysYpsS3qZXq45u9Z7H3-BIj35IKOTB0Hx6svkVMrAtAP8y9jS3WQiEib3hwpjIJT7-XpRrmzq1CA1lo6dEPj56x2rtqlh1JBehwbp1WPSNdcfUK4lnw5a-jivTdz4uNWr0vRhTM-sZH6mBq40wVjub3xyQMJzfYPgX1LqLGqSiYzs-xx_6Z0Kgmz83Go5EJhZ-XLTelqswqKFgBwn6vr7UZ3ofQR6njYbfNsR8BdAIxEzHG0vgJnYwf8lui4cWNl-RuPuoigLTMqW28VbE0hmmi9GyFvCnjVEJwLxmb2XvL9JSEieH5b7qOHPoeA&__tn__=H-R
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SENDIAS services: Impartiality and arm’s 
length working in law and in practice 
 
 

The resource below sets out what impartiality and arms-length working looks like in practice 
for Special Educational Needs and/or Disability Information, Advice and Support Services 
(SENDIAS). It is intended to help services explain, evidence and strengthen impartial and 
arm’s-length working in day-to-day contact with children, young people, parents, 
professionals and partner agencies. 
 
Download the resource  
 
We recently launched our SENDIASS Ways of Working 
Resource Bank, showcasing a wide range of resources 
produced by SENDIAS services across the network. As 
part of this, we have been spotlighting a different 
SENDIAS service resource each week! This week, we’re 
highlighting Newcastle. 
 
Newcastle have the following resources on their website: 

Video to guide parents how to have constructive meetings. 

How to guide - for successful meetings. 

 
 

 
EasyReader Education | Free Trial | CPD Training Course 
 
71% of dyslexic students show an improvement in reading when learning resources are 
accessible 
 
What might change if your SEND students could access the text you provide in lessons? 
 
The DfE Accessible Resources Pilot Project explored this, and found that when accessible 
learning resources are available for dyslexic students:  

• 68% improved their reading confidence 
• 71% improved their level of achievement 
• 58% showed improvement in homework completion 
• 100% of teachers saved time    

 
Accessible reading is easier than you think to introduce in class. It can transform how 
students read and engage with learning material and improve comprehension, while 
easing pressure on staff. 
 
With EasyReader Education you can introduce accessible reading across your setting, 
with confidence that it will make a difference to learning outcomes.  
 
Discover tools for independent learning at the Dolphin stand at Nasen Live 2026.  
Or start a 30-day free school trial today, with full support included. 
 
Start Free Trial  
 

https://councilfordisabledchildren.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=99755d788b&e=625df84ac8
https://councilfordisabledchildren.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=77200e64c3&e=625df84ac8
https://councilfordisabledchildren.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=97fc09e322&e=625df84ac8
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=dcbe51986c&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=d432f4b052&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=f99901dc63&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=6554955cba&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=a9a29cc4ab&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=c38f6829ac&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=8a89da882c&e=aa50b745dc
https://yourdolphin.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae3cbeb2bd1095f2aa1a88f9&id=a37fa01a37&e=aa50b745dc
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Accessibility tools for neurodiversity 
 

Neurodiversity-related accessibility tools to help all 
Microsoft Windows and Microsoft 365 users. 

 
Set up Windows to fit your needs 

• Simplify the Start menu 
• Clean up taskbar clutter 
• Focus on a task by minimizing distractions 
• Customize the taskbar 

 
Improve reading comprehension and writing skills 

• Enable text suggestions in Windows 
• Download fluent fonts for easy reading 
• Customize text spacing 
• Use learning tools in OneNote 
• Learn about Microsoft Translator 
• Use Microsoft Editor to check grammar and more 

 
Read without distractions and customize your reading experience 

• Learn about Immersive Reader in Microsoft Edge 
• Use Immersive Reader in Microsoft Edge 
• Use Immersive Reader in Word 
• Open Immersive Reader for Outlook 
• Use Immersive Reader in PowerPoint 
• Use Immersive Reader for OneNote 
• Learn about Read aloud 

 
Stay focused and organized 

• Enhance your PowerPoint slides 
• Never lose your work - Keep your Microsoft 365 files in OneDrive 
• Organize things your way with the calendar board view 
• Go paperless with Microsoft Lens 

o Microsoft Lens for iOS 
o Microsoft Lens for Android 

 
Use your keyboard effectively 

• Keyboard shortcuts in Microsoft 365 
• Windows keyboard shortcuts for accessibility 
• Use Search/Tell Me (find the command you want) 

o Find what you need with search in Microsoft 365 apps 
o Do things quickly with Tell Me 

 
Other helpful tools 

• Accessibility Checker (check that your emails and documents are accessible) 
o Improve accessibility with the Accessibility Checker 
o Check accessibility while you work in Office apps 
o Make your content accessible to everyone with the Accessibility Checker 
o Rules for the Accessibility Checker 

• Learn about Windows Hello and set it up (sign in without a password) 
 
 
 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/windows/make-it-easier-to-focus-on-tasks#bkmk_startmenu
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/windows/make-it-easier-to-focus-on-tasks#bkmk_taskbar
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/windows/make-it-easier-to-focus-on-tasks#bkmk_notifications
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/0657a50f-0cc7-dbfd-ae6b-05020b195b07#windowsversion=windows_11
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/windows/enable-text-suggestions-in-windows#windowsversion=windows_11
https://www.microsoft.com/download/details.aspx?id=50721
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/e9b96011-1c42-45c0-ad8f-e8a6e4a33462
https://www.onenote.com/learningtools
https://translator.microsoft.com/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/91ecbe1b-d021-4e9e-a82e-abc4cd7163d7
https://www.microsoft.com/edge/features/immersive-reader?form=MT00D8
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/78a7a17d-52e1-47ee-b0ac-eff8539015e1
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/word/use-immersive-reader-in-word#picktab=word_desktop
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/9249595c-4b9d-4f27-9f59-bc590a6152da#id0ebbf=desktop_365
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/1d205463-4145-4952-958e-0e823af3bb7b
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/10712138-b4ed-4513-958d-d9a1b3038170
https://www.microsoft.com/edge/features/read-aloud?form=MT00D8
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/53c77d7b-dc40-45c2-b684-81415eac0617
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/dc62cfd4-120f-4dc8-b3a6-7aec6c26b55d
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/611ef33f-7a13-4631-a597-b5657cc19085
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/fbdca5f4-1b1b-4391-a931-dc1c2582397b
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/ec124207-0049-4201-afaf-b5874a8e6f2b
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/office-accessibility/keyboard-shortcuts-in-microsoft-365
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/windows/windows-keyboard-shortcuts-for-accessibility#windowsversion=windows_11
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/2457d4d8-48a8-4ad4-ab89-5a0657aa8446
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/f20d2198-17b8-4b09-a3e5-007a337f1e4e
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/office-accessibility/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/office-accessibility/check-accessibility-while-you-work-in-office-apps
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/office-accessibility/make-your-content-accessible-to-everyone-with-the-accessibility-checker
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/office-accessibility/rules-for-the-accessibility-checker
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/dae28983-8242-bb2a-d3d1-87c9d265a5f0#windowsversion=windows_11
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A free 'school's guide to supporting dyslexia with 
technology' - and the feedback so far has been really 
positive, especially around the fact that there are options 
for every budget.  
 
Not every school has the same resources and that shouldn't 
mean some kids miss out (it’s also very useful for parents to 
understand what help is out there) 
 
More details and download here: 
 
Dyslexia And Tech In Your Class - 
Assistive Technology Superstore 

 
 

 
 

              Louise Selby Dyslexia 
 
There is some debate about whether dyslexia is a superpower. The narrative that dyslexia 
is an innate way of thinking is celebrated by some who experience that creativity and 
intuition. But others, and crucially, many at school who experience failure because of the 
way we measure them, do not see dyslexia as a positive.  
 
In my training and work with schools I find myself stressing the difficulties in dyslexia 
because this is the language we speak and it is rewarded by support. If we constantly tell 
educators it is a superpower, these children are unlikely to get intervention and support 
with literacy.  
 
However, of course there are huge strengths in every child and 
dyslexics are not the exception. It should not be a barrier! 
Dyslexia does not equate to low ability and low potential - but 
this is the reality if we do not offer timely support and 
intervention.  
 
That's why I am IN LOVE WITH this book by the talented and 
experienced Karen Cousins. The focus is on success - but in a 
realistic way. I recommend this book to anyone looking for non 
cliched and real live examples of the possibility to succeed in 
any area of life. There are so many examples of successful 
dyslexics beyond the usual suspects (no offence to Richard 
Branson who is of course inspirational! ). 
 
A refreshing and hopeful read. Thank you Karen. 
 

The WDA bought 10 copies of this book which are available to borrow from 
Wiltshire Libraries.  Check this link to see where they are located! 

Dyslexia and success ; the winning formulas. - Wiltshire 
 

 

https://atsuperstore.com/blog/dyslexia-and-tech-in-your-class
https://atsuperstore.com/blog/dyslexia-and-tech-in-your-class
https://www.facebook.com/LouiseSelbyDyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZkaEqN3a0__JYGn1fjSMldVBDi1ZWdPb2TZ70tOV3wOcQIq5CXCuHtujNkCZZuINf7a8GZ3EAtYm4oiF-s2rQQgVeuBWZHOYdF1hADWwiubxO8WUV7mZE_GnUjAdFqNFg2CkuocqwpJSFATVPxbAbP6f6LEKg5fu0TuEGNYiDWIBFaLBIY5S1wUp7-bWSYCvT6V2jK2IGkI35mpzCkuQtS&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk/results?p_p_id=crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_id=BX00071496&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_facet_queries=&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_agency_name=AUK000040&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_no=0&_crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet_back_url=https%3A%2F%2Flibraries.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fsearch%3Fp_p_id%3DsearchResult_WAR_arenaportlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D1%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_facet_queries%3D%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_agency_name%3DAUK000040%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_item_no%3D0%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_query%3DDyslexia%2Band%2BSuccess%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_type%3Dsolr%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_sort_advice%3Dfield%253DRelevance%2526direction%253DDescending%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_arena_member_id%3D22970294&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_query=Dyslexia+and+Success&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_type=solr&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_sort_advice=field%3DRelevance%26direction%3DDescending&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_arena_member_id=22970294
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The WDA also obtained 5 copies of book -  
This is dyslexia : the definitive guide to the untapped power of 
dyslexic thinking and its vital role in our future.  
– written by Kate Griggs  
 

MY TOP �� things every parent should know about 
their dyslexic child. 
 
There’s no doubt that the education system isn’t made for Dyslexic Thinking – 
so we need to work hard to preserve our confidence as we navigate through it. 
I certainly did with my boys. 
 
I haven’t met one dyslexic who wasn’t made to feel stupid at school – because the system measures 
and treasures the skills we naturally struggle with, not the ones where we thrive. 
 
We all have school stories to tell (many we can laugh at now) and wish we could go back and tell our 
younger selves that the way we think is actually brilliant and will take us far.  But we know enough to 
make sure our kids don’t go through what we did by telling them that now! 
 
In fact, whatever your age, every dyslexic thinker should arm themselves with the knowledge to 
champion their Dyslexic Thinking – and the Dyslexic Thinking of those around them. 
 
I wrote my book #ThisIsDyslexia so you have all the knowledge you need to support yourself and the 
dyslexics in your life. 
 
This Is Dyslexia is out now on Penguin Random House 
 
Perfect to slip into your suitcase as you head off on your travels. Or download as an audiobook. Or gift 
to a friend of you kids teacher ������� 
 

BOOK here: https://amzn.to/3BGblRy 
����� AUDIOBOOK here: https://amzn.to/4eSg54H 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Childhood today is shaped by smartphones, social media and AI: often faster than families 
can make sense of it. Growing Up Digitally: A Guide for Parents and Carers helps families 
meet this challenge with calm, practical, evidence-informed guidance that builds 
confidence and clarity rather than fear. 
 
This is a free-to-view, untracked resource.  
Please feel free to distribute widely to your partner education establishments:   
https://www.microlinkpc.com/resource/growingup/  
 
If you have any questions or queries, please contact: marius.frank@microlinkpc.com 

https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk/results?p_p_id=crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_id=1785045644&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_facet_queries=&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_agency_name=AUK000040&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_no=0&_crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet_back_url=https%3A%2F%2Flibraries.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fsearch%3Fp_p_id%3DsearchResult_WAR_arenaportlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D1%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_facet_queries%3D%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_agency_name%3DAUK000040%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_item_no%3D0%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_query%3DThis%2Bis%2BDyslexia%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_type%3Dsolr%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_sort_advice%3Dfield%253DRelevance%2526direction%253DDescending%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_arena_member_id%3D22970294&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_query=This+is+Dyslexia&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_type=solr&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_sort_advice=field%3DRelevance%26direction%3DDescending&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_arena_member_id=22970294
https://libraries.wiltshire.gov.uk/results?p_p_id=crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_id=1785045644&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_facet_queries=&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_agency_name=AUK000040&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_item_no=0&_crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlet_back_url=https%3A%2F%2Flibraries.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fsearch%3Fp_p_id%3DsearchResult_WAR_arenaportlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D1%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_facet_queries%3D%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_agency_name%3DAUK000040%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_item_no%3D0%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_query%3DThis%2Bis%2BDyslexia%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_search_type%3Dsolr%26p_r_p_arena_urn%253Aarena_sort_advice%3Dfield%253DRelevance%2526direction%253DDescending%26_searchResult_WAR_arenaportlet_arena_member_id%3D22970294&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_query=This+is+Dyslexia&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_search_type=solr&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_sort_advice=field%3DRelevance%26direction%3DDescending&p_r_p_arena_urn%3Aarena_arena_member_id=22970294
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kate-griggs-81797b16/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23thisisdyslexia&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/company/penguin-random-house-publishing/
https://www.linkedin.com/safety/go/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famzn%2Eto%2F3BGblRy&urlhash=QJhE&mt=By7vkbQfGZXAYCuk6rTTy1BH7zWYEXZyiuERJkEDyENKvzjE-VpED88s4bFqImtzkTg4OHlI-mJEiReCHSVxpoRg74hfBk96M92GJo2t86FvCshbjNrWi--q9g&isSdui=true
https://www.linkedin.com/safety/go/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famzn%2Eto%2F4eSg54H&urlhash=in_J&mt=2TNZnNb55fvbNJGaT4COlwD-MzimTS6k08xeAoauVNM95xwiJAS7YNawU02oPyJwv2dByCoTuPon30pN8IO7l8yVGqWF_uh-VttOomcn6PbX9-egZYo8PwTF2A&isSdui=true
https://iucf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/13b059b2387cf838/13b059b2387cd446
mailto:marius.frank@microlinkpc.com?subject=
https://iucf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/13b059b2387cf838/13b059b2387cd445
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Wondering whether dyslexia 
could be affecting you or 
your child?  
 
Screening tools can provide an indication of 
strengths and challenges and may help you 
decide whether further support or a full 
diagnostic assessment could be helpful. 
The BDA is offering access to discount codes 
for suitable screening tools for children and 
young people aged 5 to 16. 
 

 
Dyslexia screening 
 
Screening tests provide an indication of an individual’s strengths and weaknesses and can 
help indicate the possibility of a specific learning difficulty (SpLD), such as dyslexia. They do 
not provide a diagnosis but can help determine whether further assessment or support may 
be needed. 
 
Screening tests for children 
 
Children in the UK are not routinely screened for dyslexia, although many schools use 
screening tools to support pupils with literacy difficulties.  Screening can help identify 
children who may benefit from additional support or a full diagnostic assessment.  
 
Some screening tools must be used by qualified specialists, while others are designed to be 
accessible for parents and schools. 
 
There are many screening tools available that families can use. The BDA has reviewed a 
range of these and considers Nessy to be a suitable screening tool for children aged 5–9, 
and Talamo for children aged 10–16. 
 
Families can receive a 20% discount on these screening tools through the BDA. Talamo will 
also make a donation of 20% of the screener price to the BDA each time this discount is 
used. The BDA are using these donations to support our charitable objectives, including 
Helpline, providing confidential information, support and signposting for people with dyslexia 
and dyscalculia and those who support them. 
 

Complete the form to receive your discount codes for these screeners: 
Apply to get your 20% discount here 

 
 

 
Resources - British Dyslexia Association 
 
See also practical dyslexia-friendly classroom  
tips and access our FREE resources to help support 
learners, improve accessibility, and create 
inclusive learning environments. 
 
Find out more at: https://loom.ly/MGmBoUY 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/dyslexia-screener-discount-form
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/resources
https://loom.ly/MGmBoUY?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQjRFS0d0Q1FITndsUTdRUHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5gBgiFL9-3N8DG4eK_-IfO1br9QT66sBVm8DSAs5FHRAGwTPk6mRheOEUE4Q_aem_76WQNYs2qF7HN9o5IPCWyg
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A Storybook for Children with Handwriting Difficulties, including 
those with: Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, Dyscalculia, Dyspraxia & 
ADHD. 
 
Alli Can't Write: A Storybook for Children with Handwriting 
Difficulties including those with: Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, 
Dyscalculia, Dyspraxia & ADHD (Tales from the Everglades): 
Amazon.co.uk: Chivers, Mrs Maria L: 9781916042704: Books  
 
The first book from the ‘Tales from the Everglades’ series. 
  
Alli Can’t Write: A Storybook for Children with Handwriting 
Difficulties — and a Guide for Adults Who Want to Help 
  

Alli Can’t Write is a heartfelt, two-part book combining a charming, illustrated story for 
children with a powerful resource section for adults.  Created by acclaimed neurodiversity 
advocate Maria Chivers, this book speaks directly to children struggling with handwriting, 
especially those with dysgraphia, dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, and similar learning differences. 
  
In the children’s section, we meet Alli-Gator, a bright and imaginative young alligator  
who loves school but becomes withdrawn when he’s told his writing is “sloppy” and 
unreadable.  Despite his best efforts, Alli can’t seem to get his thoughts on paper.  With  
the help of his supportive Mummy and Daddy-Gator, a kind school psychologist named  
Dr. Dolphin, and a thoughtful teacher, Alli begins to understand that his difficulties have a 
name, dysgraphia, and that he’s far from alone.  Through games, special strategies, and  
lots of encouragement, Alli learns to work with his challenges and find joy in expressing 
himself again. 
  
The story is rich with humour, empathy, and unforgettable characters, including Skunky, 
Hoppy and Jumpy the opossums, and the ever-patient Miss Snake.  Set in the vibrant Florida 
Everglades and featuring endangered animals, the story not only entertains but also raises 
awareness of ecological issues. 
 

 

More on 
Dysgraphia 

 
 

Alli's Summer Adventures in Scotland! 
 
Alli Can't Write . . . Or Can He? 
 
Meet Alli, a young alligator with dysgraphia. His teacher, Miss Panther, knows that writing 
can be difficult for him.  Writing isn't easy for Alli. The words are in his head, but sometimes his 
pencil just doesn't do what he wants it to do. 
 
This summer, Alli is on holiday in Scotland. Before he left, Miss Panther gave him a very 
special challenge. 
 
. . . . continued on the next page 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alli-Cant-Write-Handwriting-Difficulties/dp/1916042708/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J0OXS7C6Q8RJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EygMQUa0YA36NtoKiglK_A.5KNHUy_XHRUVKJcQ8yhJa9BYZssDuf5RfmySZAhbwJk&dib_tag=se&keywords=alli+can%27t+write+maria+chivers&qid=1780588534&sprefix=alli+can%27t+%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alli-Cant-Write-Handwriting-Difficulties/dp/1916042708/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J0OXS7C6Q8RJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EygMQUa0YA36NtoKiglK_A.5KNHUy_XHRUVKJcQ8yhJa9BYZssDuf5RfmySZAhbwJk&dib_tag=se&keywords=alli+can%27t+write+maria+chivers&qid=1780588534&sprefix=alli+can%27t+%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alli-Cant-Write-Handwriting-Difficulties/dp/1916042708/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J0OXS7C6Q8RJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EygMQUa0YA36NtoKiglK_A.5KNHUy_XHRUVKJcQ8yhJa9BYZssDuf5RfmySZAhbwJk&dib_tag=se&keywords=alli+can%27t+write+maria+chivers&qid=1780588534&sprefix=alli+can%27t+%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alli-Cant-Write-Handwriting-Difficulties/dp/1916042708/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J0OXS7C6Q8RJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EygMQUa0YA36NtoKiglK_A.5KNHUy_XHRUVKJcQ8yhJa9BYZssDuf5RfmySZAhbwJk&dib_tag=se&keywords=alli+can%27t+write+maria+chivers&qid=1780588534&sprefix=alli+can%27t+%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://dyslexiaa2z.com/learning-difficulties/dysgraphia
https://dyslexiaa2z.com/learning-difficulties/dysgraphia
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"Keep a holiday diary."        
 
She isn't asking him to 
write pages and pages. 
 
Just a few lines each day. 
 
What did you see? 
What did you do? 
How did you feel? 
 
Sometimes, that's all it 
takes to build 
confidence. 
 
Perhaps your child could 
keep a holiday diary too? 
 
Every journey has a story 
worth remembering. 
 
���� Follow Alli's 
Adventures every week 
on Dyslexia A2Z. 
 
Every brain learns 
differently. 
 
With understanding and 
the right support, 
everyone can thrive. 
 
 

 
 

 

Organisations that make books accessible to all 
Click on the headings to learn more. 

 

Listening Books (UK)  
This charity offers a streaming and download service for those with a print impairment.  

Free membership is available for those who need it.  
It provides over 10,000 titles, including fiction and non-fiction. 

 

Bookshare from RNIB 
This service offers a large library of digital books free for dyslexic adults who are studying.  

 

Calibre Audio UK 
This national charity provides a free service for adults and children with dyslexia or other print 

disabilities. It offers more than 18,000 professionally narrated audiobooks, including bestsellers, 
classics, and non-fiction. 

 

ReadEasy 
If you want to improve your reading skills contact ReadEasy. 

 
 

https://dyslexiaa2z.com/
https://adc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=589c32d9d743d2e3bed07120f&id=cd52752f6a&e=ffbb0a76f3
https://adc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=589c32d9d743d2e3bed07120f&id=fa3e50b587&e=ffbb0a76f3
https://adc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=589c32d9d743d2e3bed07120f&id=1d0b914028&e=ffbb0a76f3
https://adc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=589c32d9d743d2e3bed07120f&id=c8c79a2e8f&e=ffbb0a76f3
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Made By Dyslexia 
 
Some educators are nervous to label a child as dyslexic.  
But this is a mistake.  
 
Identification is vital for a child's understanding - and for 
any adult who left school without being identified, too.  
 
Once we know the reason why we find some things 
harder than our peers - and other things much easier - 
this helps us develop the grit and the perseverance we 
need to survive... and thrive. While this is hard at school ... 
it becomes a super valuable skill in the workplace, where 
our resilience and tenacity mean we strive to deliver and 
'get things done'.  
 
Learn how to spot a dyslexic thinker on our website: 
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/parents/ 
 
 

 
 

Watch the full short film ‘What Is Dyslexia?’ 
 

This animated film reimagines the experience of navigating the world with a dyslexic mind. 
Through creative storytelling, it explores how different cognitive perspectives offer unique 

strengths and inventive ways of processing information. 
 

Please visit https://whatisdyslexia.org/ 
 

Made By Dyslexia: Website: https://www.madebydyslexia.org 
 
 

 

 

 
 

5 golden rules for good symbol content 
 

P 5 C T34T 5#y

Watch Video  

https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaUkNgXUda2BHEi9BuTk6W_lclrwIRAPSGZ3JZ3Nh83AdAiqo6Cn1b4GcNYjCIi08Dc8bXoiG6JkdUhMLNephPWAVDQDmhQ1-HkuPRdR4uho6bKHMNcxIUyZCLatixkd2NRGvx0Ma8vECOPaJVLcRcPtmLwkoki143PbWZI-JFJkP3lsscE09pCxUpoGPtfHi1h8erK9MihtAqk7MUhOTHl&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/parents/
https://whatisdyslexia.org/
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbGh3OFNYOXRGZHF0X2lXWUkyWFBNcW1SQ1Bld3xBQ3Jtc0trc2JsX3BET3l6dk1sdVUtT0x0UHFBS1JvZHZjcE80QzhkTVRvajNLQjg0bGtIMGVScE5QX2QtcWRoUTdTQTFlck5qNEhCdzJaOVY5dGRiNFpKajVYWlQ1cG9KX2NvZXRiMElINUZYSWtFMHhVSXVLZw&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwhatisdyslexia.org%2F&v=VQYrXm8W8X4
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbjhiWGxrNEROZ0V3dG42VHZEaGlOZkdSNlM1Z3xBQ3Jtc0tsUHI0YU9PaWNOT05fcHZiempKQjItQW1CTnRRdWFQZ0hqMnJaX0xPTi1KbWJWMmFSR0pGSTNjRmVadWZkLWFpNGF0S2t6dXgya3NXR0d4Rnd4dDdXQTFvY3lod0gtR25oajBlQWxUeWUzdEkzNTRvOA&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.madebydyslexia.org%2F&v=VQYrXm8W8X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfMheTPm1Po
https://widgit.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f2e77f7161554e52d18a5fd1c&id=ca66afa2f4&e=31cbd6c118
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What Is the Summer Slide?  
How to Support Learning Over the Holidays 
 
Over the school holidays, many children lose progress in reading and maths - a setback 
often referred to as the ‘summer slide’.  
 
In our latest blog, we pulled together simple, practical ways families can help keep skills on 
track over the break:   
 
Why Children Lose Reading Skills Over Summer | Nessy 
 
Our Summer Hub will keep you up to date with blogs, programs, and access to Camp Nessy, 
our FREE Summer Learning Resource Pack. 
 
Find out how the 'Summer Slide' could affect your students, and fun ways to stop learning 
loss over the summer break. 
 
���� Read here https://tinyurl.com/eveurz7t  
 
������Free Summer Holiday Resource For Your Students 
 
Need support with creating a summer plan for your class? Nessy’s summer activity pack 
helps encourage reading and learning throughout the summer break with weekly book 
recommendations and activities! 
 
���� Sign up here https://tinyurl.com/4c6n39af  
 
�����Free Summer Slide Webinar For Parents 
 
Perfect to send to parents ahead of the summer holidays, join Nessy for a relaxed, 
supportive virtual workshop where they will explore simple ways to encourage reading, 
writing, language, and independence without turning summer into school. 
 
���� Register today https://tinyurl.com/yxhfn9sn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nessy.com/about-us/blog/why-children-lose-reading-skills-over-summer
https://tinyurl.com/eveurz7t
https://tinyurl.com/4c6n39af
https://tinyurl.com/yxhfn9sn
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 If you're anything like most parents I speak to, you probably feel a little torn during the 
summer holidays.  You want your child to have a proper break.  But you also worry about 
confidence slipping, routines disappearing and September feeling even harder than it 
needs to. 
  
The good news? 
  
You don't need to become your child's teacher this summer. 
  
I've created a FREE Summer Learning Without Tears Activity Book to help children keep using 
their reading, writing and maths skills naturally through the holidays, without pressure, tears or 
endless worksheets. 
  
Inside you'll find simple, engaging activities including: 
 
�� Reading challenges 
����� Creative writing activities 
����� Fun maths games 
����� Imaginative tasks to encourage confidence and curiosity 
  
Everything is designed to fit around family life, so children can keep learning while still 
enjoying everything summer has to offer. 
  
���� Download your FREE copy here 
 
I hope it helps make summer feel a little less stressful and a lot more enjoyable for both you 
and your child. 
  
Have a wonderful summer! 
  
Warmly, 
Katie Nelson 
Founder, The Dyslexia & Dyscalculia Academy 
Dyslexia & Dyscalculia Specialist Assessor 
 

https://dyslexia-academy.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27f593b40a658e9a995f69440&id=a60f65b689&e=fe0b01eb6c
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NEW ON-DEMAND COURSES 
 

Beyond Labels: What to Do About Dyslexia in Schools (and What to Stop Doing) 
 
So far we have had brilliant feedback from this webinar course. My aim is to cut through the 
noise and provide practical, manageable and evidence based strategies. It’s a snip at £49 
for three hours of training, with lifetime OnDemand access and a myriad of resources. Share 
the word! 

 
 

Discover Morph Mastery: What is it and Why is it important? 
 
Hugely popular, this FREE course is now available for anyone to access OnDemand via my 
website. If you want to know more about the intervention, the research base and and find 
out which training course is for you, watch this webinar and find out. 
 

  

 

  

 
Undecided? 

 
If you are not sure which course to book, or whether Morph Mastery is right for your setting, 
why not access the free OnDemand webinar detailed below before deciding? 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Resources I recommend 
 

Free resources available @Suchmo83  
 

Chris Such is an authority on teaching reading in primary school and he generously offers 
many resources for free. Do check it out! 

 

  

P 3 C T35T 7#y

Morph Mastery for Groups  

P 35C3T35T 8#y

Morph Mastery 1:1  

P 5T 6#y

Learn more and book  

P 44T 9#y

Discover Morph Mastery Free Course 

P 55T 0#y

View Resources  

http://962x.mjt.lu/lnk/AVcAAJrQn9YAAc6Wx6AAALZ1gxkAAABEkkYAnKW9AAwyswBqHIonrpLZxszISdK2ePAMHR3-0wAMO2s/0/scHz12tnO1OA-ijDbskbAA/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3Jvc3Nib3dlZHVjYXRpb24uY29tLw?b=3
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/morph-mastery-for-small-groups-intervention/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/morph-mastery-intervention-training-course/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/beyond-labels-dyslexia-in-schools-webinar/
https://louiseselbydyslexia.com/courses/discover-morph-mastery-what-is-it-and-why-does-it-matter/
https://primarycolour.home.blog/2019/11/02/one-stop-shop-for-suchmo83-resources/
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  CHOOSING A DYSLEXIA FRIENDLY SCHOOL 
 

Dyslexia Friendly Schools - Wiltshire Council 
 

 
 
 
Choosing a school - British Dyslexia Association 
 
For every parent choosing the right school for their child is an important decision. As a 
parent of a child with Special Educational Needs (SEN), this choice can be even more 
daunting. 
 
The starting point is to have a really good understanding of your child's needs. If your child 
has had a Diagnostic Assessment, then this will outline their strengths and weaknesses and 
will make recommendations for the support needed. 
 
If your child has an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) you can request a non-
maintained special school, an independent school, or an independent specialist college  
(if approved by the Secretary of State). 
 
The local authority must comply with your preference and name the school or college in  
the EHCP, as long as the school is appropriate for your child's age and ability and can meet 
your child’s needs, and their attendance would not be incompatible with the education of 
others. 
 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/dyslexia-friendly-schools
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/advice/children/my-childs-education/choosing-a-school
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The school 
 
When making a choice about a school, find out as much as you can about their approach 
to supporting children with additional needs. Schools should outline their SEN provision in 
their SEN Policy and SEN Information Report which should be published on their website. The 
report should include information about: 

• how the school identifies young people with SEN and assesses their needs 
• how the school consults with parents and involves them in their child’s education 
• the roles and responsibilities of everyone involved in providing for pupils with SEN 
• how the curriculum is adapted and the school’s approach to teaching children and 

young people with SEN 
 
A school's Ofsted report will outline how the education provided by the school meets the 
needs of the range of pupils at the school. 
 
If a school has achieved a BDA Quality Mark or is registered with the Council for the 
Registration of Schools Teaching Dyslexic Pupils (CReSTeD), this recognises that a school has 
dyslexia friendly practice in place. For more information visit: www.crested.org.uk. 
 
You may wish to use the following questions as a basis for discussion with the Head or SENCO 
at the school: 
 
The staff 

• What training do all staff have in understanding and supporting Specific Learning 
Difficulties (SpLD)? 

• Are there staff with specialist qualifications in SpLD? 
• If there are no specialists on staff, how does the school access local authority services 

for dyslexia and how frequently do the dyslexia teachers attend the school? 
• How will all staff be made aware of a child’s SpLD? 
• How will staff support my child's overall wellbeing? 
• How will staff ensure my child is included in activities outside the classroom? 

 
Teaching and learning 

• How do teachers address the needs of dyslexic students in their class? 
• How is specialist teaching delivered, for example, in class, individually or in small 

groups? 
• How does the school measure the progress of dyslexic children and young people? 
• What access to and training for ICT do dyslexic children have over and beyond the 

usual facilities available for all children? 
• How does the school assess for Exam Access Arrangements and support pupils to use 

these effectively? 
 

 

Explore secondary school information for September 2026 
 
The DfE is trialling a new online service called School Profiles to help parents and carers find and 
compare state secondary schools in England. This service is run by the Department for 
Education. School Profiles is a new online tool designed to help you find and compare state 
schools in England. It brings together important information in one place, including:  

• Information about school policies 
• Curriculum and extra-curricular activities 
• Academic performance data 

 
Find out more about School Profiles 
 

https://crested.org.uk/
https://us.list-manage.com/auIY9rvViLD?e=bbfc5cb4e7&c2id=373925d766f62c08cdba1c4e3d5e48a4
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CReSTeD – Information for Parents  
 
Finding the Right School 
 
Schools on the CReSTeD Register have asked to have their provision for Specific Learning 
Difficulties accredited by us. In so doing they have declared how proud they are of both 
their teachers and their children. There are other schools which might be in a position to 
help, they just haven't found us yet. 
 
As a tiny charity, with limited funds, it is impossible for us to ensure that all 23,000 schools in 
the UK know we exist. 
 
We know there are schools, other than those on our Register, who are also doing an 
excellent job. We don't want your child to miss an opportunity right on your doorstep. 
We could be pompous and tell you our Register is the only source of information, that isn't 
true, there are other organisations to help you in your search and we have listed the ones 
we know and trust here. 
 
You might have a school in mind already, you may simply want your child to go to school 
with all their friends but want to be sure the school can help. 
 

Here are a few ideas to help you to be confident in your choice 
 
CReSTeD places schools into categories, not because we think one school is better than 
another but because, just as children are different, so are schools. 
 

Click here for an explanation of our categories and criteria. 
 

Parents Checklist 
 
There are many questions to consider when choosing a school, our Register can go some 
way to helping but how do you decide what to ask the schools you contact? 
 
You could begin by reading the Parents Checklist, here you will find a lot of questions 
already prepared.  Some of the questions may not be appropriate to your child, you may 
even have thought through some of them already, but we think everyone will find 
something to help them. 
 

What are Specific Learning Difficulties 
 
Every parent will be very aware of the challenges children face in school. Whether to join 
the Drama group, the Chess Club or play on the Football Team can be important questions 
for a child. 
 
Sometimes parents find there are more difficult questions to face: 

• Why isn’t my child reading as well as other children? 
• Why does my child have difficulties in sport? 

 
The answer might be that a child is coping with a Specific Learning Difficulty – otherwise 
known as SpLDs. These include Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Attention 
Deficit Disorder and, by association, Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 
The umbrella term “Specific Learning Difficulties” (SpLD), more positively referred to as 
“Specific Learning Differences”, is used to cover a wide variety of difficulties. 
 
Many people use it synonymously with dyslexia (a difficulty with words), but it is now 
generally accepted that dyslexia is only one of a group of difficulties which affect the way  
a person processes information and, therefore, affects their ability to learn. 

https://crested.org.uk/parents-information-and-advice.html
https://crested.org.uk/parents-category-criteria.html
https://crested.org.uk/documents/parentschecklist.pdf
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Dyscalculia is defined as a specific and persistent difficulty in understanding numbers, which 
can lead to a range of difficulties with mathematics. It occurs across all age ranges, levels 
of education and abilities. Maths difficulties are best thought of as a continuum, not a 
distinct category and have many causal factors. Dyscalculia is seen as representing one 
end of the spectrum. 
 

What Can You Expect From Your Child’s School? 
 
Schools and teachers can take some very simple steps to help every child not only those 
with a learning difficulty. Making 'reasonable adjustments' in how teachers engage with 
pupils will help them move towards equality of access to learning. This will vary depending 
upon the specific needs of each student. Differentiation by teachers is crucial. 
 
As a teacher you may worry about neglecting the rest of your class as you implement 
changes for one or two students with learning difficulties. However, even the lowest 
estimates would indicate 5% of the population are dyslexic. Meaning you probably have at 
least one student in every class with dyslexia and possibly there are additional students that 
have never been diagnosed. Remember too: dyslexia is just one SpLD. 
 
Simple changes in the way you teach could make all the difference. Wouldn't you prefer 
every child left school achieving their full potential? 
 
When a teacher makes changes to help students with learning difficulties, they are making 
positive changes for the entire class. 
 
What can you expect from your child’s school to help students with SpLDs? 
 
Schools and teachers can take simple steps such as: 

• Avoid making assumptions about a child’s skills 
• Provide feedback in a confidential manner on an individual basis 
• Avoid drawing attention to a child in respect of their learning difficulty 

 
On a more practical level you could ask your child’s teacher(s) to: 

• Provide handouts at the end of lessons. Although for more advanced lessons, 
providing notes prior to the lesson will help a student prepare. 

• Produce hand-outs on tinted paper. People with an SpLD often also experience a 
visual-perceptual discomfort and disturbance known as Meares-Irlen syndrome or 
scotopic sensitivity which causes black print to "dance" or blur on white paper. There 
isn't a correct colour, but a pale buff shade seems to be helpful to many. 

• Produce hand-outs without using “justified” text. Justified text can create large 
uneven spaces between letters and words, sometimes referred to as the river effect. 
You can avoid this effect by using left aligned text. 

• Allowing students to record lesson. Avoid asking students to read aloud or asking 
specific individuals to respond to questions. 

• Ensure all guidelines for assignments or practical sessions are unambiguously written 
and clearly presented. 
Whenever possible, provide notes in electronic form, this will enable students to use 
“text-to-speech software. 

 
There are many more similar checklists online including: 
Choosing a UK School for Your Dyslexic Child 
Top questions to ask when choosing a school for your dyslexic child 
Transition – Choosing a secondary school for a dyslexic learner | Dyslexia UK 
Choosing a school and questions to ask 

 
 

https://whichschooladvisor.com/uk/guides/choosing-a-uk-school-for-your-dyslexic-child
https://www.cavendisheducation.com/insight-hub/dyslexia/top-questions-to-ask-when-choosing-a-school-for-your-dyslexic-child/
https://www.dyslexiauk.co.uk/transition-choosing-a-secondary-school-for-a-dyslexic-learner/
https://dyslexiacatalyst.com/parents/choosing-a-school-and-questions-to-ask/
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DYSLEXIA STORIES  
 

Framlingham illustrator says book helped with her own dyslexia - BBC News 
 
 

 

 
Ben Parker 
11 March 2026 
 
A children's book illustrator, nominated for a Carnegie Medal, said she had been trying to 
hide her dyslexia while making her book. 
 
Kate Rolfe, from Framlingham, Suffolk, wrote and illustrated Wiggling Words, a "story about a child 
lost in a forest of letters".  The story has been shortlisted for a Carnegie in the illustration category. 
 
Rolfe said she was "thrilled" with the nomination and said the response to the book had given her 
"the confidence to unmask more of who I am". 
 
The Carnegie Medal for Illustration is awarded by children's librarians for an outstanding book in 
terms of illustration for children and young people.  Previous winners include Arthur Ransome, Philip 
Pullman and Shirley Hughes. 
 
The Framlingham artist uses a combination of letter press and cyanotype techniques for her work. 
 
Rolfe was shortlisted for the award in 2025 for her book, Wolf and Bear.  She said working on a story 
about dyslexia helped her with her own difficulties, adding: "When I first started making Wiggling 
Words, I was still trying to hide a little bit of how much I was struggling. 
 
"I felt like I was totally alone with it. And so I started making this artwork that just described how I felt 
when I was faced with a wall of words when I opened a book." 
 
She said she hoped her latest book would help children with dyslexia or those struggling with 
learning to read.  "If I'd have had that book when I was younger, I might have been able to point to 
that and say, this is how it feels," she said.  "The child character, when all of the letters fall out of the 
book, they use their creative imagination to build a whole world out of the letters.  So it's sort of a 
metaphor for, you might be struggling with something, but you can use a creative solution and make 
it all your own." 
 

Rolfe said going to book award ceremonies was a 
"humbling and motivating experience". 
 
The Carnegie Medal awards ceremony took place in 
June. 
 
Read Kate Rolfe’s medal acceptance speech here. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c626enjyv86o?fbclid=IwY2xjawSsicJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeCLrb7trglegGnoP7NtIf5wEzbfBO9ey53lCqN_bznfa4sJ3cmXNsHvzVgac_aem_llvwQDiWmN9uWi87ThXq7w
https://carnegies.co.uk/2026-carnegie-medal-for-illustration-winners-acceptance-speech/
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Dyslexia Explored 
 
Claim Your Identity: 
 
 "I spent years calling myself thick and 
stupid. Instead, you can understand your 
own profile; how you learn, how you think, 
and how you engage with the world, and 
claim that for yourself. We need to help 
people understand themselves." 

                                               Helen Ross 
 
Listen to the full podcast episode of  
Dyslexia Explored for more: 
https://youtu.be/bsrClOf5SZ4 
 
 
In this episode of the Dyslexia Explored 
Podcast, hosts Darius Namdaran and Jo 
Lee introduce Dr. Helen Ross, an inspiring 
educator, researcher, and advocate who 
shares her profound insights into 
neurodiversity.  
 

They discuss a range of topics, including the heavy mental load and masking experienced 
by neurodivergent girls during key life transitions, the transformative power of EdTech and AI, 
and why it is often more important to be 'well-informed' rather than simply 'well-read.'  
 
Dr. Ross also reflects on her personal academic journey to achieving a PhD, the systemic 
challenges faced by SENCOs in education, and the empowering realization of claiming 
your own label and identity with dyslexia and ADHD.  
 
Join this insightful conversation to explore how neurodivergent individuals can play to their 
strengths, self-advocate, and find grace within a complex educational system. 

 
"Take the advice that you would give a friend; we are always harder on ourselves. 

Give yourself grace because it’s a really underrated attribute. 

If you don’t like reading or don’t know your times tables, the world won’t end. 

I have a degree in engineering, and I still don’t know mine!" 

 
 

MORE DYSLEXIA STORIES 
TO READ AT:   

 
Your Stories - British 
Dyslexia Association 

 
Share your dyslexia story 

here 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DyslexiaExplored?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaRfRLRltfBqToafLt3wYiWQ_NKlIMvDjfM0sS0I1kZKMTdBIixqWMnIOt2IIM1eIbalXhHvhq9k_RPk03yylqIUD5Zjw5wTo0qq4Jn4ghZWq37eaMH6l2WGU0EbJ0hb-QBJf4Z-aZkWeXKShHJBmfnBKce3qq04ZPdMgKypfWkutQ7Zd-Vc2MIe9E1uVXX_0ryIRw75v8Nn6M4EIl2fJVE&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://youtu.be/bsrClOf5SZ4?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZWk3Z2w1S1NaeWsydHZvMnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR46BH87X6vRWMm4g3iFv9G_UF-xGF1P_96C1utMDzV3wkyRBlAIBq6pyh8-AA_aem_-PVCCmzslgmWFSxBEnPpFA
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/stories
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/stories
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/stories/share-your-story
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/stories/share-your-story


46 
 

Made By Dyslexia 
 
Brilliant dyslexic thinker, entrepreneur and podcast host, Jamie Laing says he's "properly 
dyslexic" and reading "takes him three times longer than everyone else".  
 
But find out what 6 other things dyslexia has given him 
(shared in a LinkedIn message for dyslexic kids and 
parents) 
 
Jamie Laing • Influencer - Founder of Candy Kittens, 
Jampot & Tuckshop - Forbes 30 Under 30 - BBC Radio 1 
Host  
 
I am properly dyslexic. Not the quirky kind. The kind where 
reading takes me three times longer than everyone else. 
School was often really hard. 
 
BUT if you’re a parent with a child who also has dyslexia… 
please don’t worry too much. 
 
It’s given me: 
 
○ Insane memory for conversations - I remember every person's name and what they 

told me months ago 
○ Pattern recognition - I spot gaps walking down supermarket aisles that others miss 
○ People skills - when you can't rely on emails, you get brilliant at picking up the phone 
○ Creative thinking - my brain literally has to find different routes to everything 
○ Delegation skills - learned early to partner with people who love spreadsheets 
○ Visual thinking - I know instantly if packaging or branding feels wrong 
○ Resilience - when everything's harder, you get comfortable with struggle 
 
My English teacher said I'd struggle in the real world.  But the struggling's made me stronger - 
and I’m sure that applies to kids coming up now too ���� 
 

 
Made By Dyslexia 
 
Congratulations to everyone finishing their exams!  
If they've gone well, huge congratulations!  
 
If they haven't gone as well as you'd like, remember that 
the type of intelligence the world needs is changing. And 
exams no longer define who we are or what we can offer.  
 
Our Intelligence 5.0 report found that:  
- Just 6% believe scoring highly in exams is the best 
indicator of intelligence 
- Just 5% believe scoring highly in psychometric tests  
is the best indicator of intelligence 
 
Read the report here: https://www.madebydyslexia.org/MBD-Intelligence-5.0...  
 

https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY4b7jzg-Pj3CKOfm0BGbcfL8bTJROBFsz6vFaX8OiBzXoSo58e6ZujZNwT5YIR9klFRgsQhJvMsGXzmVd15xhoTytNnJ8wqNx4m8mEA4EXMl_Q4t9mtRsSGMouADdLGdLinpnJwNBm7SLNJSLLItbVdHNPEObaltOygxgTUnQ8Sg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/JamieLaingOfficial?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY4b7jzg-Pj3CKOfm0BGbcfL8bTJROBFsz6vFaX8OiBzXoSo58e6ZujZNwT5YIR9klFRgsQhJvMsGXzmVd15xhoTytNnJ8wqNx4m8mEA4EXMl_Q4t9mtRsSGMouADdLGdLinpnJwNBm7SLNJSLLItbVdHNPEObaltOygxgTUnQ8Sg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-laing-36612277?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABA2rX4Bqa6sjG9WzRpGJYtEMwcAsi4Rrqk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-laing-36612277?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABA2rX4Bqa6sjG9WzRpGJYtEMwcAsi4Rrqk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-laing-36612277?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAABA2rX4Bqa6sjG9WzRpGJYtEMwcAsi4Rrqk
https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaqPY9uzuCNAUPiBa3irvIT7KsAMuyCueAalpo0hphbbB3PmLg7Jb0EvY4sJO9q0YZ6M7HrTxUxmM_tIeOKVWqTEWH3lKInIbXwP5gpxJQxWxSn3OwcX8knXlzkGLasAlPAlk6rW2y1XMwd9BWMWiwkY_1sb16ih1c9rtL35ZouGS78uboh0kp7EqJJB6hHOFs&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/MBD-Intelligence-5.0-Report.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQjRFS0d0Q1FITndsUTdRUHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4KDRP4QVc7aqMrU06RyhG2GzKMnNNB6qLBKs71LiXQrxrWinpVCv8QUOHI7g_aem_FVXqzFRcc3rtvJSJbdNPxQ
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Made By Dyslexia 
 
Introducing: Dyslexic Dysruptors  
 
Each week, we'll feature a dyslexic 
thinker who's disrupted their industry 
by the power of thinking differently. 
 
First up: Nick Jones (Founder of Soho 
House) 
 
Before Nick set up Soho House, members' clubs were often seen as stuffy and old-fashioned. 
Spotting a gap in the market for a relaxed space where creatives could connect, he 
founded Soho House.  Today, it has more than 40 locations across 31 cities worldwide. 
 
Dyslexic secret to success: Keeping things simple and getting your Ps in the right order. 
 
Watch the full interview here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLW_8Alnn8o&t=4s 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/madebydyslexia?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYBuYt7fLcQXifQA-9TAig6pcIp-EYco9uVSCDehNktiqC1XWP054SBOjpW0NAGBdb_nRSOUacLjDPFoGSZFjlDJa-9PVFZ1MfVEwsTzWem79naWGBAyZhE6SBlCtqCMrhWNfLvDQ1SaaE6tSeEbC_zVyl6FBUiqhcRmOdOrNTa8NB02GBsdGRRyEeJ7s7tiw2rB1Ychqx5UzY1UG-SIZIs&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLW_8Alnn8o&t=4s&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQjRFS0d0Q1FITndsUTdRUHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6th9LuDKYd6j4rzrKiAsO1Tc06m9TLamhZDgMnhYmvmM3nkpNBpWwp94yvlw_aem_8JihQRdNbZRhpW9_lcf2nQ
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And finally . . .  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Fowke   
Wiltshire Dyslexia Association 
 
WDA Website: Dyslexia Support in Wiltshire - Wiltshire 
Dyslexia Association 
 
WDA Facebook:  
Wiltshire Dyslexia Association 
 
WDA Instagram:  
@wiltshire_dyslexia_association 
 
WDA Helpline:  
07394 617917  wdahelpline@gmail.com 
 
BDA Resources - British Dyslexia Association 

https://wda.org.uk/
https://wda.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WiltsDA/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV-cCkWxUgvq4FSz1TWqbxO61R-OtEJxUi04tSqk0y_elORt_vDjye-HYq-fK4EJsVCCDWDxKgDHLxPQBdoET_VU_5aPUplw9swGK1gviskw8m24RNhqu93C2qkJefZkTdIwiBprIAHNH9OyzjWwrUH78dtXRvRsiyftbsN8THMaKMZRb9ZuF6Np8YGK_dVKFoo0Fd5HTmYsyH4FhQBPMHIz4eFE8flDXDNu1c8Dtgx7w&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
mailto:wdahelpline@gmail.com
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/resources

